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The present ‘invention relates to ‘the jewelry
art, and has particular reference to‘the construc-
tion of a separable catch for-necklaces, pendants
and the like.

The principal object of the invention is to pro-
vide a length adjustment catch for necklaces and
other jewelry having ‘separable parts.

Another object of the invention is to provide
anextension catch for a necklace, having.a catch

and a latch element each :provided with nheck- '

1ace length adjusting parts.

A further-ohject is to provide a jewelry length
adjustment catch made of a .small number -of
readily manufactured and-assembled parts.

With the above and other objects and advan-
tageous features in view, the invention consists
of a novel arrangement of parts more fully dis-
closed in the detailed description following, in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

In the drawings,

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an illustrative
necklace catch embodying the invention;

Pig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1, the parts be-
ing shown in separated relation;

Fig. 3 is a central horizontal section through
Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 is a bottom plan view of Fig. 1; and

Pigs. 5 to 9 inclusive -are perspective detail
views of the parts prior to assembly.

It has been found desirable to provide a catch
for necklaces and the like and particularly for
pearl necklaces, which permits a substantial
length adjustment of the necklace. To this end,
I provide a catch with latch and catch members
which include chambers for receiving selected
lengths of the necklace ends, whereby a sub-
stantial length adjustment may be obtained with-
out changing the length of the necklace.

Referring to the drawings, the catch 10 is sep-
arable and includes a catch member Il and a
latch member {2 adapted to respectively receive
the ends of a necklace, the two elements having
co-operating releasable lock parts as hereinafter
described.

The catch member Il includes a base 13, see
Fig. 3, having a slightly arcuate curvature, and
comprising a front portion (4 with an upturned
resilient end flange 15, the end flange having a
slot 16 in its upper edge, and a rear portion {1
of reduced width and provided with spaced edge
notches 18 and terminal upstanding pivot lugs
19. A small plate member 29, see Fig. 6, of the
same length and width as the rear portion 17,
has side edges 20, 21 which seat on the rear
portion and terminal lugs 22 which extend
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through the edge -notches i8 -and -are ‘bent over

-as ‘ilustrated in ‘Fig.-4 to provide an-open-ended

rear housing 23 ‘in conjunction with. -the rear
portion ‘1. -One side 20 has-a -side notch -or slot

24 for releasably receiving a cateh part as here-

inafter described, and the rear:-of the plate :mem-
ber 20 has a rear extension 25 having its end 26
bent upwardly to provide a -closure end for:a hol-
low trough shaped-cover shell 21, see Fig. 9, wiiich
has a-closed front-end 28:-adapted ‘to releasably
snap -engage the upturned -end  flange 15 -and
provided with a lip noetch -or -slot ‘29 -in align-
ment with the slot 16 when in closed :position,
the rear end 30 of the cover shell being -open

-and the sides adjacent thereto-having pivet-open~

ings 31 adapted to' receive the -ends of -a pin
32 which is rotatably mounted in the pivot lugs
{9.  When the cover shell 27 is in closed rela-
tion to the base 13 it forms a hollow chamber
33 which receives a desired length of necklace,
the slots 16 and 29 firmly gripping the string or
other tie between selected adjacent necklace ele-
ments, to retain a desired length of the necklace
end within the hollow chamber, and the rear
open end of the hollow chamber 33 above the
rear housing 23, being closed by the plate end 26.
One side of the open shell cover end is cut away
as indicated at 34 for a purpose hereinafter de-
seribed.

The latch member (2 is generally similar in
construction to the catch member il; it includes
a base 35 of identical construction with the base
13, a cover shell 36 of generally identical con-
struction with the cover shell 27 and pivotally
mounted on the rear of the base 35, the base 35
and the cover shell 38 respectively having co-
operating slots 37, 38.

A plate member 39 generally similar to the
plate member 20 has its sides 40, 4i respectively
provided with a small notch 42 and a wide slot
43, and has depending lugs 44 which seat in
notches 45 in the rear portion 46 of the base
35 and are hent over as illustrated in Fig. 4.
The plate member 39 has a rear extension 47
and an upturned closure end 48 for closing the
open end of the cover shell 36 when the cover
shell is in closed relation to the base 3%, and
provides an open-ended housing 49 when assem-
bled on the base 35. A latch element 50, see
Fig. 8, comprises a plate portion 51, a narrow
lug 52 on one side adapted to seat in the notch
42, and a wide lug 53 on the other side adapted
to seat in the notch 43, to firmly secure the
latch element in place in the housing 49; the
plate portion 51 has an integral spring 54 of
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V-shape type extending therefrom, the spring
leg 55 having a side tooth 56 for snapping en-
gagement intc the side notch 24 of the catch
member housing when the latch element is in-
serted into the open end of the catch member
housing, and a lateral finger engageable exten-
sion 81 adapted to extend through the cut away

space 34 of the cover shell 27 and the contiguous .

cut away space 58 of the cover shell 36.

As shown in Fig. 3, the latch member con-
struction provides a hollow champer 59 into
which a selected length of the other end of the
necklace is removably received, the co-operating
slots 37 and 38 locking the necklace end in the
hollow chamber between selected adjacent neck-
lace elements.

The above described construction thus in-
cludes a catch member and a co-operating latch
member, which are separable to open the neck-
lace and snap close together to close the neck-
lace, each member being hollow and adapted
to removably receive and conceal a selected
length of a necklace end, whereby the visible
necklace length may be adjusted as desired.

Although I have described a specific construc-
tional embodiment of my invention, it is obvious
that changes in the size, shape, proportions and
arrangement of the parts, and in their operation,
may be made to conform the catch to different
designs of necklaces, pendants, or other elon-
gated jewelry items, without departing from the
spirit and the scope of the invention as defined
in the appended claim.

I claim:

A length adjustment catch for necklaces and
the like, having separable catch and latch mem-
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bers, each member having a base, an upstand-
ing flange on one end of said base, pivolt means
on the other end of said base, an open end
housing on the rear -portion of said base ad-
jacent to said pivot means, and a hollow cover
pivotally attached to said pivot means and ex-
tending over said base and said housing and
releasably engaging said flange when moved to
closed position, said flange and the contiguous
end of the cover having slots which align when
the cover is in closed position, said latch mem-
ber including a latch element having a plate -
portion secured in the latch member housing
and a spring element integral with the plate
portion and extending outwardly from the base
of  the latch member and adapted to slide into
the housing of the catch member and shap close

‘therein, the pivot means of the catch and latch

members being adjacent to each other, whereby
the ends of a bead necklace may be length ad-
justably set in the catch and latch member bases
with the necklace cord seated within the aligned

flange and cover slots.
RALPH C. BANGS.
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