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2 Claims,

My present invention relates primarily to lé.-
dies’ wearing apparel, though not necessarily
limited thereto, and embodies a garment which

is made up in its entirety of handkerchiefs, each

-used as a whole without cutting or changing in
the production of the apparel article.

The object. of the invention in using hand-
kerchiefs in the manner above stated is to en-
able the garment, as for instance a lady’s blouse,
to be disassembled from its original condition,
in which it comprises an assembly of stitched
together handkerchiefs, after the garment has
been used as long as desired or after it has be-
come worn. Thus, it is not necessary to diseard
the garment because the handkerchiefs when
separated from one another may be suitably
laundered and, if none of them is too badly worn
or torn, said handkerchiefs may all be utilized
for handkerchief pburposes after being suitably
cleaned and laundered. |

In a specific embodiment I contemplate pref-
erably the making of ladies’ blouses of the assem-
bled and stitched together handkerchiefs which
may be of uniform size, or where the size of the
blouse or other article of wearing apparel, or
where the requirements so permit or make de-
sirable, the handkerchiefs may be of different
sizes or may be a combination of men’s and la-~
dies’ handkerchiefs.

In carrying out my invention I illustrate and
describe the same herein in its adaptation for
the making of ladies’ blouses or waists and one
embodiment of the invention is illustrated in
the accompanying drawings in which: -

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a lady’s blouse
made up of assembled, stitched together, hand-
erchiefs in accordance with the invention, the
view being a front view. )

Figure 2 is a rear view of the waist shown in
Figure 1. )

Figures 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 are sectional views
taken on the lines 3—3, 4—4, 5—5, 6—86, and
1—1 as found upon one or the other of Figures
1-and 2.

Describing the specific embodiment of my in-
vention illustrated in the foregoing it is notable
that the blouse shown in Figures 1 and 2, com-~
prises the front portion made up of four hand-
kerchiefs, {, and the rear or back portion like-
wise made up of four handkerchiefs, 2. 'The
front and back of the blouse are stitched together
along the shoulder portions at 8 by stitch-
ing connecting the wupper edges of the
front two handkerchiefs, I, and the wupper
edges of the back two handkerchiefs, 2,
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the hemmed portions of the -handkerchiefs
being undisturbed but turned slightly in-
wardly so as to underlie the shoulder portions
of the blouse. Portions of the upper seam edges

. of the upper front handkerchiefs, 1, and the up-

per rear handkerchiefs, 2, are left unstitched so
as to provide the neck opening 4 of the blouse,
the inner upper corner of the upper front two
handkerchiefs, f, being left free and turned out-
wardly to a point about midway of the upper
half of the blouse front section to form neck
flaps, 5, at the neck opening producing a V neck
effect. The flaps at the edges of the handker-
chiefs so folded outwardly and creased to pro-
vide the V neck portion are finished by the orig-
inal stitching of the hemmed edges of the hand-
kerchiefs. Below the V neck opening provided
as above described, are utilized the usual but-
tons, 6, for buttoning the waist at the front
since the two front side handkerchiefs, 1, at one
side of the blouse are left unstitched from the
two front side handkerchiefs, f, at the other
side of the blouse for facilitating putting the
blouse on the body.

Each upper front handkerchief, , is sewed to
the lower front handkerchief adjacent thereto
but overlapping a portion of the two upper hand-
kerchiefs as shown at 1, about an inch over the
lower handkerchiefs {, and in like manner the
upper two handkerchiefs, 2, at the back of the
blouse overlap as seen at 8, the lower adjacent
two handkerchiefs permanently sewed thereto,
the overlapping portion 7 being quite eclearly
shown in Pigure 7 of the drawing and it being
apparent that the finished hems of the hand-
kerchiefs remain undisturbed.

Of course, since the back of the blouse is en-
tirely closed, the inner edges of the upper and
lower handkerchiefs 2 are attached together along
the vertical central line of the garment and in
sewing the upper back sections together the in-
ner hem portions of the handkerchiefs as shown
at 9 in Figure 3, the fold edges being sewed at .
{0 and the folded portions 9 being tacked to the
inner face of the side handkerchiefs, 2, near the
shoulder portions of the garment and near the
waist portions. :

Figure 5 of the drawings illustrates how the

lower back two handkerchiefs, 2, are double

folded as shown at 1l to reduce the fullness of
the lower portion of the blouse below the waist, if
desired. To this same end tucks (2 may be taken
in the front lower handkerchiefs, 1, and the rear
lower handkerchiefs, 2, vertically, if desired.

At the shoulder portions of the garment the
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hemmed edges of the front and rear of each pair
of front and rear handkerchiefs, { and 2, are
folded inwardly without disturbing the hemmed
structure of the handkerchiefs and underlie the
breast and back portions of the blouse at the
shoulder openings as indicated at 13 in Figure 4.

It is believed that with the foregoing explana-
tion of the structure of the blouse of my invention
it will clearly be seen that under no conditions in
the assembly of the handkerchiefs into the blouse
by suitable stitching or sewing together will any
individual handkerchief be mutilated, cut, or
altered as respects the use of the whole material
of the handkerchief. Therefore, when the blouse
is worn out, or its use is desired to be discon-
tinued, it is only necessary that the owner shall
separate the blouse assembled handkerchiefs into
their individual condition, whereupon, since each
handkerchief is suitably hemmed and complete,
it may be readily laundered and employed for the
‘purpose of handkerchiefs solely or, if desired, the
handkerchiefs might again be assembled into a
complete article of wearing apparel such as a
blouse. I do not wish to be limited to the speciiic
details and manner of assembly of the handker-
chiefs used in my blouse or other article of wear-
ing apparel because in many ways the style of
the blouse or apparel article may be changed and
the individual maker of the blouse may embody
the handkerchiefs into its complete structure in
accordance with the whim or taste of the pro-
ducer of the garment. 'The principles of my in-
vention will always be utilized in one way or
another as above described..

As shown in the drawings, the lower handker-
chiefs 1 and 2 at the outer edges of each pair are
sewed together adjacent their outer hems, and
the similar portions of the upper front and rear
handkerchief are sewed together just below the
arm holes to close the blouse at the sides below
said arm holes.

It will be apparent that the front and bhack
portions of the blouse, each comprised of four
handkerchiefs sewed together as shown, comprise
substantially identical panels. Further, each half
of the front of the blouse, including an upper
and lower handkerchief likewise form substan~
tially identical panel sections, the same being
made of right and left hand sections by folding
the upper corner of one of each of the upper
handkerchiefs to form the collar.

Likewise, the back of the blouse comprises a
panel formed by sewing together two substantially
identical half panels, each includmg an upper
and lower handkerchief.

Having thus described my invention what I
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claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States, is:

1. As a new article of manufacture, a blouse
comprising a plurality of hemmed complete and
uncut handkerchiefs, the upper portion of the
blouse comprising four handkerchiefs arranged
in front and rear pairs, the upper edges of the
handkerchiefs of the said pairs being stitched
together at the outer shoulder portions and left
unstitched adjacent to the neck portion of the

- blouse to provide a neck opening, the outer edges

of said front and rear pairs of handkerchiefs
being stitched together near the waist portion
of the blouse and left unstitched upwardly there-
from so as to provide arm openings, the inner
edges of said front pair of handkerchiefs being
unstitched for separation to permit body en-
trance to the blouse, the inner adjacent edges
of said upper rear pair of handkerchiefs being
stitched together to provide a continuous upper
back portion for the garment, the lower portion
of the blouse comprising two lower front hand-
kerchiefs and two lower rear handkerchiefs, each
of which at its upper edge is stitched to the
lower edge of the adjacent handkerchief of the
upper portion of the blouse, each two lower front
and rear handkerchiefs being stitched together
at the adjacent outer edges, all of said handker-
chiefs being separable from associated attached
ones by cutting of stitching for enabling use
thereof for handkerchief purposes.

2. A blouse as claimed in claim 1, in which the
inner vertical edges of the upper front pair of
handkerchiefs are provided with detachable fas-
tening means to connect and disconnect them;
in which the upper inner corners of the said
upper front pair of handkerchiefs are folded
outwardly to provide neck flaps adjacent the
neck opening; also in which the inner adjacent
vertical edges of the two rear and lower hand-
kerchiefs are stitched together, and the inner
adjacent vertical edges of the two lower front
handkerchiefs are left unstitched for body en-
trance. purposes.

VIRGINIA MURPHEY.
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