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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN B. LANDs, of 

Riegelsville, in the county of Bucks and State 
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and 
Improved Car-Coupling, of which the follow 
ing is a specification: 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 
represents an end view, and Fig. 2 a side ele 
vation, of my improved car. coupling. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
My invention relates to an improved auto 

matic car-coupling; and it consists of a piv 
oted link that is raised from the top side or 
platform of the car by a laterally-swinging 
link-frame, which is retained in position by a 
sliding guard-piece with front plate until the 
latter is pushed back on the approach of the 
car to be coupled, so as to drop the link over 
a coupling-hook. 
In the drawing, A represents the coupling 

link, which is pivoted to a stationary book, 
B, on which the link of the connecting-car drops 
for coupling. The pivoted coupling-link A is 
raised by a laterally-swinging guide frame or 
hook, C, that engages by a spur Or arm, a 
the link being operated by chain or rope con 
nection with a suitable crank-lever, D, at the 
top, side, or platform of the car. The link 
frame C is fulcrumed to a projecting or buffer 
part of the car, and retained in raised posi 
tion by a sliding guard-piece, E, that is pushed 
by a second lever, D', forward over the rear 
arm of link-frame C. The guard-piece E. 
moves in a slot of the car-frame and passes 

with its lower end in forward direction through 
the same, having a front plate, E', that is 
seated in a recess of the projecting car-frame 
when the guard-piece is not in contact with 
the link-frame, but which projects forward be 
yond the car-frame when the guard-piece is 
pushed forward to secure the link-frame in 
raised position for coupling. When the ap 
proaching car comes in contact with the front 
plate the guard-piece is pushed back and the 
link-frame and link are instantly dropped, so 
that the link is thrown over the coupling-hook 
B of the adjoining car, and thereby the cars 
coupled. For uncoupling, the link is swung 
up again by the top lever, forming a readily 
operated, simple, and reliable coupling. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. The combination of a swinging coupling 
link, pivoted to stationary coupling-hook of 
the car-frame, with a laterally-swinging link. 
frame aud retaining guard-piece, sliding over 
rear arm of link-fraine to hold link in raised 
position for coupling, substantially in the 
manner set forth. 

2. The forward sliding bent guard-piece, 
passing by upper end over rear arm of link 
fra line, and having a front plate at lower end 
to release link-frame by contact with ap 
proaching car, substantially as set forth. 
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