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(57) Abstract: The present invention suppresses a temperature increase of a drive unit due to differences among the forward di-
rection voltages in a light emitting element group. An LED backlight (10) of the present invention is provided with: a light emit-
ting unit (30), which has a plurality of LEDs (42) connected in series; a drive unit (32), which is connected in series to the LEDs
(42), and which drive-controls the light emitting unit (30); a shunt unit (34), which is connected in parallel to the drive unit (32) in
a series circuit (T1) of the light emitting unit (30) and the drive unit (32); and a supply unit (22), which supplies a voltage to the
series circuit (T1). With the LED backlight, even in the case where differences among the forward direction voltages are generated
in the light emitting unit (30), a power loss in the drive unit (32) can be suppressed by suppressing the quantity of a current flow-
ing in the drive unit (32), and the temperature increase of the drive unit (32) can be suppressed.
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