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To all whom it may concern : 
Be it known that I, THOMAS B. MERRILL, 

of Portland, in the county of Cumberland and 
State of Maine, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Pencil-Sharpen 
ers; and I do hereby declare that the follow 
ing is a full, clear, and exact description there 
of, which will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it pertains to make and use the same, 
reference being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, and to the letters of reference marked 
thereon, which form a part of this specifica 
tion. 

Figure 1 is an end view. Fig. 2 is a side 
view. Fig. 3 is a top plan. Fig. 4 is another 
form of my invention. 
Same letters show like parts. 
My invention relates to a device for sharp ening pencils. 
It is composed of a block, a, and a knife or 

cutter, b. The block has the shelf or ledge c, 
groove d, and opening e. The knife is made 
with the beveled edge f, slot g, and has the 
set-screw h. The beveled edge f is to pro 
duce a drawing cut on the pencil. The open 
ing e is to receive the shavings or chips, and 
to facilitate the sharpener clearing itself of 
the same. The ledge c is to place the pencil 
upon when it is to be submitted to the bev 
eled knifef. The ledge also operates as a 
kind of gage, so that the pencil can be cut 
uniformly on all sides. The groove is to ena 
ble the lead point of a pencil to be placed or 

thrust down by the edge of the cutter, so as 
to sharpen the point or lead of a pencil. The 
opening e is so made in order to allow the 
shavings or cuttings freely to free themselves 
from the knife. i is the bottom side, or side 
that rests on a support, such as a table, when 
the device is in use. - 
By drawing the pencil toward the user, the 

same can be pointed or sharpened. The block 
a is, meanwhile, held by the thumb and finger 
of one hand. 
The slot g and set-screws h enable the user 

to adjust the extent of the projection of the 
knife through the slot f, as he may desire. 

Fig. 4 is an end view of a modification of 
my invention, where the gage is produced by 
a V-shaped groove in the top side of the block, 
and the beveled cutter placed in one of the 
sides of the groove. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is 
The pencil-sharpener having the cutter band 

block a, the said block having the ledge, the 
groove, and the opening, and the knife, the 
beveled edge, slot, and set-screw, as herein de scribed. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 
as my own I affix my signature in presence 
of two witnesses. 

TEOMAS B. MERRILL. 
Witnesses: 

WILLIAM HENRY CLIFFORD, 
HERBERT G. BRIGGS. 

  


