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To all whom it may concern. 
Beit known that I, FREDOWENs, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Mount 
Vernon, in the county of Rockcastle and 
State of Kentucky, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Automobile License 
Holders, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
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This invention contemplates the provi 
sion of a fastening device for automobile 
license plates or tags, the fastening being 
designed to permit the tag to be quickly and 
easily mounted on the holder therefor or 
removed therefrom when desired, and when 
on the holder to prevent the tag from rat 
tling. 
The nature and advantages of the inven 

tion will be better understood when the foll 
lowing detailed description is read in con 
nection with the accompanying drawing, the 
invention residing in the construction, com 
bination and arrangement of parts as 
claimed. 
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In the drawing forming part of this ap 
plication, like numerals of reference indi 
cate similar parts in the several views, and 
wherein: 

Figure 1 is a view showing how the tag is 
fastened to the holder in accordance with 
the present invention. 
Figure 2 is a sectional view taken on the lune 2-2 of Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is a detail view of one of the fas 

tening devices, 
Figure 4 is an end elevation of the device. 
Figure 5 is a view showing two different 

sides of the locking key. 
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Referring to the drawing in detail, 10 rep 
resents a license tag holder of ordinary well 
known construction, while the license tag is 
indicated at 11. 
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... the loop and projecting from one side of the 

The fastening device for securing these 
parts together and which device forms the 
subject matter of the present invention con 
sists of a loop 12, which may be constructed 
from any suitable material and vary in size 
and configuration without departing from 
the spirit of the invention. The loop is 
formed by bending a link of material upon 
itself and securing the free ends of the loop 
together by means of a disk or any other 
suitable element constituting a head and in 
dicated at 13. Arranged to slide upon this 
loop is a large disk 14 which of course is 
provided with a central opening to reecive 
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disk and from the edge of said opening is 
a boss 15. A coil spring 16 surrounds the 
loop and has one terminal bearing against 
the head or disk 13, while its other end sur 
rounds the boss and bears against the disk 
14. In connection with these parts, I also 
make use of a key 17 having one edge ta 
pered from the center toward the opposite 
ends thereof as at 18, the center of the key 
being formed with a notch 19. 
In practice, after the slot in one end of 

the tag is arranged to coincide with the ad 
jacent slot of the holder 10, the fastening de 
vice is arranged with the disk 14 against 
the holder 10, whereupon, the loop. 12 is passed through the aligned slots just men 
tioned until it projects in advance of the 
tag, whereupon the key 17 is slipped into 
the loop until the notch is arranged to re 
ceive the end of the loop. 
is being passed through the aligned open 
ings the coil spring is of course being com 
pressed, and after the key is slipped into 
position as shown in Figure 1, the tension 
of the spring serves to hold the tag immov 
ably associated with the holder with a view 
of preventing loss of the tag as well as rat 
tling thereof which frequently occurs when 
the tag works loose from the fastening means 
now employed. It is of course to be under 
stood that one of these fastening devices is 
used at each end of the tag. 
While it is believed that from the fore 

going description, the nature and advan 
tages of the invention will be readily appar 
ent, I desire to have it understood that I do 
not limit myself to what is herein shown and 
described, and that such changes may be re 
sorted to when desired as fall within the 
scope of what is claimed. 
Having thus described the invention, I 

claim: . 
1. A fastening device of the character de scribed comprising a loop shaped member, 

a disk secured to one end of the member, a 
larger disk arranged to slide on said mem 
ber, a coil spring surrounding said member 
and bearing against the respective disks, 

e and a key adapted to be slipped through the 
loop in advance of the last mentioned disk 
to hold the spring compressed for the pur 
pose specified. - 

2. A fastening device of the character de 
scribed, comprising a looped shaped mem 
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ber, formed from a single piece of material, 
a small disk secured to the free end of said 
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member and holding the latter together, a 
larger disk mounted to slide on said mem 
ber, a substantially cone shaped spring en 
circling said member and bearing against 
both of said disks, and a key adapted to be 
passed through the closed end of the loop 
and having a central notch to receive said 

end, the pressure of said springholding the 
key associated with said member, and said 
key having one side tapered from the center 10 
toward the ends thereof. m 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

FREED OWENS. 


