
A. M, FERGUSON. 
F0L DING (C0T, 

M APPLICATION FED) DEC. 23, 1912. M M 

1,170,229. Patented Feb, 1, 1916. 
2 SHEETS-SHEET , 

e A27 Ó Útorrizteys, 

  





0 

5 . 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ARTHUR M. FERGUSON, OF BUIRLINGTON, KANSAS, ASSIGNOR, TO GOLD MEDAL CAMP 

FURNITURE MIANUFACTURING CO., OF RACINIE, w IscoNSIN, A CORPORATION OF 
WWISCONSIN. - IFOLDING COT, 

1,170,229. specification of Letters Patent, Patented Feb. f., 1916. 
Application filed December 23, 1912. serial No. 738, 187. 

To all whom, it may concern: V 
Be it known that I, ARTHUR M. FERGUSON, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Burlington, in the county of Coffey and 
State of Kansas, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Folding Cots, 
of which the following is a specification, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawing, forming a part thereof. 
This invention relates more particularly 

to folding camp beds or cots having side 
rails each composed of two sections pivotally 
connected with each other and three pairs of 
folding legs. 

Its main objects are to enable such beds 
or cots to be folded into - shorter compass 
without increasing the number of legs, and 
at the same time to provide for their exten 
sion when unfolded to the ordinary or stand 
ard length. • ' . 

It consists in the construction, arrange 
ment and combination of parts, as herein 
after particularly described and pointed out 
in the appended claims. - 

In the accompanying-drawing like charaç 
ters designate the same parts in the several 
figures. G 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a folding or col 
lapsible cot embodying the invention, the cot 
being unfolded and setup; Fig. 2 is a side 
elevation of the same; Fig. 3 is an end elle 
vation on an enlarged scale as viewed from 
the left relative to Figs. 1 and 2, the fab 
ric, cover or top being omitted and the cross 
bar indicated by dotted lines; Fig. 4 is an 
enlarged elevation showing one side of the 
folding end-extension and associated parts 
of the frame unfolded; and Fig. 5 is a simi 
lar view showing the same parts folded. 
As shown in Figs. 12 and 3, the cot com 

prises folding side rails each composed of 
two main sections a, connected at their in 
ner ends by hinge joints and three pairs of 
folding legs bando, connected at their up 
per ends by hinge joints with the side rails, 
one pair, at or adjacent to the inner ends of 
said sections, and two pairs at the outer ends 
thereof. The legs b and c of each pair are 
preferably crossed and pivotally connected 
with each other at or near the middle, as . 
shown in Figs. 3 and 5, by S-shaped or re 
versely bent metal plates d, riveted or other 
wise fastened to opposite sides of adjacent 
ends of the sections of the legs o and by riv 
ets or pins e secured at the ends in said 

plates and passing loosely through the inter 
vening legs b. This connection permits the 
legs of each pair to be folded snugly against 
and parallel with each other, and limitstheir 
unfolding by the abutment of the inner 
ends of the sections of legs c against opposite 
sides of the legs b. w / 
The end legs are connected with the side 

which are riveted or otherwise fastened to 
opposite sides of the legs in planes parallel 
with said rails, and extend beyond the adja 
cent ends of the legs and laterally therefrom 
toward adjacent ends of the rails, and are 
pivotally fastened to the side rails by rivets 
or pins g secured at their ends in the offset 
ends of the plates and passing loosely 
through the intervening rail sections. 
The legs of the middle pair are hinged to 

the inner ends of the rail sections a by T 
shaped metal plates h, the. middle limbs of 
which are riveted or otherwise fastened to 
opposite sides of the legs and the cross limbs 
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rails, by L-shaped metal plates if and f", " 
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of which are parallel with the extended side 
rails and are pivotally fastened thereto by 
rivets or pins i secured at their ends in said 
plates, and passing loosely through the in 
terposed rail sections. 
The folding cot. frame as thus far de 

scribed, is of a well known construction and 
design i except that the rail sections are 
shorter, and the offset limbs of the hinge 
plates fº are longer and broader. to permit 
the folding of the end extension between the 
side rails and adjacent end legs and to brace 
and stay said extension when unfolded, as 
hereinafter explained, and no claim thereto 
per se is herein made. To permit the short 
ening of the rail sections so that the cot may 
be folded into a shorter length and placed 
in a case or chest of a prescribed length in 
accordance with present United States Army 
regulations, without increasing the number 
of legs, and at the same time to make the 
cot when unfolded and set up, of the re 
quired or desired length, it is provided with 
a folding end extension comprising side bars 
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j and a detachable or removable cross bar ke. 
The side bars j are hinged at their - inner 
ends to rail sections a on the upper sides 
thereof, and at a distance from their outer 
ends by L-shaped metal plates l, which are 
rivet?d or otherwise fastened to the rail sec 
tions on the same sides thereof as the plates 
f”, and are pivotally fastened to the side ex 
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