
March 22, 1938. B. F. FERKINS 2,111,723 
PACKAGE OF PLIABLE ARTICLES 

Filled Jan. 12, 1937 

INVENTOR. 

4%e2%2% BY 44, 6/4, 
AITORNEY. 

  



0. 

15, 

20. 

25, 

30: 

35: 

40 

45 

50 

55 

Patented Mar. 22, 1938 2,111,723 

UNITED STATES PATENT of FICE 
2,11,23 

PACKAGE OF PLABE ARTICLES 
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2 Claims. 

This invention relates to improvements in pack 
ages of pliable articles and methods of packaging 
the same. More particularly the invention is di 
rected to the provision of a novel package of paper 
napkins, or the like and methods of packaging the 
Sale. 

It is one of the principal objects of the invention 
to provide a novel package of paper napkins or 
the like which is both economical and easy to 
produce and which is arranged to facilitate han 
dling and displaying of the packages. 
According to the methods of the invention, the 

packages may be more economically and effi 
ciently formed than has heretofore been possible. 
That is, such pliable articles as napkins have to 
be packaged by hand, rather than by packaging 
machines, and this, of course, adds to the cost of 
production, but with the methods of this inven 
tion, however, the workers can easily and effi 
ciently handle the napkins and feed them to a 
Wrapping machine. 

It might be stated here that it has been usual 
for manufacturers to attempt to wrap stacks of 
pliable napkins in the ordinary way, that is merely 
fold a sheet of Wrapping paper around the stack 
but this has been unsatisfactory for the reason 
that the pliable-body does not respond readily to 
accurate and neat packaging. Furthermore, such 
packages are Sopliable that the napkins shuck 
sidewise relative to one another so as to have 
collapsible edges so to speak and they thus cannot 
be stacked one upon another as can the packages 
of this invention (see Fig. 7), as will later be 
described. 
In another way, manufacturers have used card 

board boxes to contain the napkins but this is 
unsatisfactory for many reasons. First, boxes 
are expensive and articles such as paper napkins 
must necessarily be sold at low cost. Further, 
it is difficult to efficiently provide such packages 
Since the pliable articles can not be inserted into 
a box without difficulty. 

Warious other objects and advantages of this 
invention will become more apparent after a read 
ing of the following description, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawing wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a package en 
bodying the features of the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a frame member 
of the invention; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of an insert member 
of the invention; 

Fig. 4 is a side elevational view of a stack of 
pliable articles disposed on a Support; 

Fig. 5 is a side elevational view showing the 

(CI. 206-46) 
frame member of Fig.2 associated with the stack 
of Fig. 4; 

Fig. 6 is a sectional view through a package 
of the invention; and 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view showing a plurality 
of the packages in display position to explain 
certain features of the invention. 

Referring now to the drawing more in detail 
the invention Will be fully described. 
The package P of the invention broadly con 

sists of a stack of pliable articles, such as paper 
napkins N, a frane.nenber 2, an insert 4 and 
a foldable Wrapper W. The marginal edges of 
the napkins are preferably in alignment and they 
may or may not be folded. 

It is usual for the napkins to be stacked on a 
Support S in much the manner, shown in Fig. 4 
and then the Workers Wrap foldable material 
therearound as best they can, it not being possible 
as previously explained, to run such stacks 
through a wrapping machine. With the package 
of this invention, however, there is provided what 
is called a frame member 2 and this preferably is 
formed of cardboard or SOme Similar material 
which is relatively rigid as compared to the pli 
able articles. 
While the frame member 2 may take various 

forms it is preferably rectangular in shape as is 
the stack N and slightly greater in area than 
the stack. This frame member 2 may be more or 
less dropped over the napkin stack so as to be 
disposed as shown in Fig. 5. The stacks may be. 
moved past a Worker by means of a moving belt, 
if desired. 

It will be appreciated that a stack of paper 
napkins is inherently more or less compressible 
since there is bound to be air between the nap 
kins. I have found that by compressing the stack 
before wrapping, a neater and relatively tighter 
package may be formed. - 
Thus, as will appear from Fig. 5, the stack N is 

normally of greater height than the width of the 
frame 2 so that With the frame and napkins dis 
posed on the Support S as shown, the uppermost 
napkins are disposed above the upper marginal 
edge of the frame. Then when the wrapper W is 
placed around the frame and napkins, as will 
later appear, the napkins N are compressed so 
that the marginal edges of the uppermost napkin 
are about in a plane With or below the said 
upper marginal edge of the frame while the cen 
ters of the napkins curve slightly upwardly to 
create a pleasing effect, as shown. 

It will be appreciated that the frame 2 may 
be formed of a Strip of material bent interne 
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diate its ends and with its opposite ends Secured 
to one another. This forms a four Walled frame 
With the walls hingedly connected together. 

In order to prevent the frame 2 from col 
lapsing somewhat and thus allowing the napkins 
to be crushed in handling, I provide What may 
be called an insert, member 6. This member 4 
may also be formed of cardboard and it is pref 
erably flat, thin and light in Weight and of the 
approximate shape and area as the interior of 
the frame. 
This member 6 is disposed adjacent the upper 

most or lowermost napkin of the stack, Which 
ever desired, and then a Wrapper W of foldable 
material is folded about the stack, frame 2, and 
member 4 and sealed to provide the completed 
package P. As stated, the Stack N is compressed 
so as to be wholly within the frame 2 while 
the insert 4 is arranged so that it prevents the 
frane from collapsing and injuring the mal 
ginal edges of the napkins. 
That is, the insert A, being relatively stiff, is 

adapted to keep the frame in truly rectangular 
shape, since the insert has as many sides as the 
frame and is of such size that the marginal edges 
of the insert, abut the inner sides of the Walls of 
the frame when any pressure is brought to bear 
on the sides of the package. Thus the frame is 
adapted to protect the marginal edges of the 
napkins rather than crush them. 
Another advantage of the insert 4 is that it 

facilitates handling of the stack. That is to 
Say, the inserts 4 may be placed upon the Sup 
port S, the napkins N placed thereon, the frame 
2 slipped over the stack and then the stack, 
insert and frame moved together to the wrap 
ping machine. If the wrapper W is put on by 
hand, the insert facilitates this also. 
Or in another way, the insert i may be placed 

on top of the stack S and then by downward 
pressure on the insert, the stack may be easily 
compressed which, as Was stated, is desirable. 
In any event, it will be appreciated, the insert 
6 serves to hold the shape of the completed pack 
age. 
As one feature of the invention, the wrapper 

W may be formed of transparent material, such 
as glassine paper or the like. With the package 
formed as described, the outermost napkin on 
that side of the package which is opposite the 
insert is visible and this is desirable since it is 
common to color or otherwise ornament paper 
napkins. Thus, while the package is well pro 
tected, its contents are visible without removing 
any of the Wrapper. 
AS stated, it is one of the Special advantages 

of the invention that the packages P may be 
more readily displayed than the old pliable pack 
ages. This is because the sides of the packages 

2,111,723 
are relatively stiff and flat and the packages 
may be piled, as shown, in Fig. 7, for example, 
safely and attractively. 
One advantage of the general curving forma 

tion of the upper side of the Stack (see Fig. 6) 
is that the general rounding upper Surface of 
the compressed stack tends to minimize the like 
lihood of the corners of the frame tearing through 
the wrapper W. This is desirable since the 
Wrappers usually employed are not too strong. 
While I have described the invention in great 

detail and with respect to a preferred form there 
of, it is not desired to be limited thereto since 
many changes and modifications may be made 
therein without departing from the spirit and 
Scope of the invention. What it is desired to 
Clain and Secure by Letters Patent of the United 
States is: 

1. As a new article of manufacture, a package 
of the class described comprising in combina 
tion, a rectangular stack of horizontally-disposed 
pliable paper napkins, an endless rectangular 
frame member of l'elatively stiff material ex 
tending around the stack with vertically-dis 
posed walls disposed closely adjacent the mar 
ginal edges only of the napkins, a flat horizontal 
and separate rectangular carrier member of rel 
atively stiff material disposed adjacent the low 
ermost napkin of the Stack and between said 
Walls of the frame member, and a relatively pli 
able sheet of rupturable material extending over 
the uppermost napkin of the stack and down 
around the side walls of the frame member and 
across the outside of the insert member all 
adapted and arranged whereby the portion of 
the rupturable material which is adjacent the 
uppermost napkin may be removed and the car 
rier member may be urged upwardly within and 
towards the top of the frame member So as to 
permit removal of the napkins Without contact 
with the frame member. 

2. As a new article of manufacture, a package 
of the class described comprising in combina 
tion, a rectangular stack of paper napkins, an 
endless relatively stiffish rectangular frame mem 
ber extending around the stack adjacent the 
marginal edges of the napkins, a separate rec 
tangular insert member disposed adjacent one 
of the outermost napkins and Within the frane 
member, and a Wrapper of relatively pliable rup 
turable material folded around the Whole, all 
adapted and arranged whereby the portion of said 
Wrapper which is adjacent the other outermost 
napkin may be removed and said insert member 
may be manually urged against the stack. So as 
to move the Stack out the opposite side of the 
frame member. 

BENJAMIN F. PERKINS. 
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