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transportable package. 

the side members and of a size slightly 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
FREDERICK TREISCHMAN, OF WADENA, MINNESOTA. 

FoLDING METAL Box OR, CASE. 
938,96. specification of Letters Patent. 'atented Nov. 2, 1909. 

Application fled January 8, 1909. serial No. 471,344. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FREDERICK TREIsCH 

MAN, a citizen of the United States, re 
siding at Wadena, in the county of Wadena 
and State of Minnesota, have invented new 
and useful Improvements in Folding Metal 
Boxes or Cases, of which the following is a 
specification. - 
This invention relates to improvements in 

folding boxes or casings and is particularly 
directed to a metal box or case, the sides, 
ends and top being so constructed and ar 
ranged as to adapt the box to be collapsed 
or folded into a comparatively small readily 
The main object of the present invention 

is the provision of a box or case of approxi 
mately rectangular form, the device being 
provided with a base portion proper having 
its edges provided with upstanding flanges, 
the flanges being bent upon themselves to provide hinge knuckles suitably spaced apart 
for the reception of similar knuckles pro 
vided upon the sides and ends of the de vice, the end members of the device being 
of a width approximately equaling that of 
the width of the base while the hinged side 
members are of a height slightly less than 
the width of the base and the cover for the 
box being slidably connected upon one of 
greater than the base and the said cover be: 
ing adapted to overlie the sides and ends as 
well as the base when the sides and ends are 
folded or collapsed upon the base. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a foldable box or case having its 
base, the said ends and sides being provided 
with offset interlocking edges and the cover 
of the device being also provided with a 
continuous groove upon its inner face 
adapted to engage with the upper edges of 
the sides and ends when the box is set up, 
thus providing an exceedingly strong and 
stanch box which cannot be collapsed until 
the cover is raised away from engagement 
with the upper edges of the ends ini sides. 
In the accompanying drawings, there has 

been illustrated a simple and preferred em 
bodiment of the invention and in which, 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the device 

view of the device in its knock down posi 
tion. Fig. 3 is a similar view illustratin 
both ends and one of the sides collapse 
upon the base, the opposite side Supporting 
the cover being shown in a vertical position. 
Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view taken 
through the box in its raised position. Fig. 
5 is a similar view taken through the box 
when in its collapsed position. Fig. 6 is a 
detail sectional view illustrating the method 
of connecting the edges of the ends 8 and 
members 9. 

In the accompanying drawings the nu 
meral 1 designates the base of the innproved 
foldable box or case. This base 1 is prefer 
ably of a rectangular formation and is, of 
course, to be of the size desired in the fin 
ished box. T 
right angular extending projecting portions 
upon its edges and these projections forming 
the ends 2 and sides 3 of the base have their upper edges provided with spaced knuckles 
4. The ends 2 of the base 1 have their 
edges adjacent the sides 3 bent aligularly 
and adapted for the reception of suitable 
rivets 5 by which the sides and ends of the 
base are effectively connected together. The 
kuuckles 4 of the projecting portions of the 
base 1 are provided by simply bending the 
spaced extending portions upon themselves 
in the form of an eve and these members are 
adapter fir Cact with similar knuckles 6 and 
torned upon the lower edges of the ends 

8 and sides 9 of the box proper. 

The base 1 is provided with 
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The eyes or knuckles of the base and of 
the ends and sides are adapted for the re 
ception of suitable pintles, whereby the sides 
and ends are hingedly connected with the 
base. By reference to Fig. 1 of the drawings 
it will be noted that the knuckles 4 upon the 
(nd menber's 2 of the base 1 are arranged in 
a plane below the klinckles carried by the 
side extensions 3 so as to provide for the 
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thickness of the end members 8 when the 
end and side members are folded upon the 
base as will hereinafter be fully described. 
The vertical edges of the side members 

9 are bent inwardly so as to provide sub 
stantial hooks 10, and the end members 8 
have their vertical edges provided with off 
Set hooks, 11 which are adapted to engage 
with the hooks 10 when the ends and sides 

in its set up position. Fig. 2 is a similar are in their set up position. It will be noted 

100 

105 



10 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

sides 9 and ends 8 are set up and in engaged 

which is not only extremely simple in con 

2. 

by reference to Fig. 6 of the drawings that 
the hook 10 carried by the side 9 is bent 
inwardly toward the box proper while the 
hook 11 carried by the end 8 is bent out 
wardly to engage the said hook 10, thus pro 
viding lineans whereby the ends S may be 
easily and quickly folded inwardly upon the 
base 1 when the box is to be collapsed. 
The numeral 12 designates the cover of 

the box. This cover 2 is of a slightly 
greater size than is the base 1, and the cover 
is also provided with side and end depend 
ing flanges 13 and 14. The cover 12 is also : 
provide with a depending ridge or offset 
portion 15 positioned a suitable distance 
away from the sides and end flanges 13 and 
14, so as to provide a substantial channel 
adapted for the reception of the uppel' edges 
of the sides 9 and ends S of the box. By this 
arrangement it will be noted that when the 
position with each other the clannel pro 
vided between the offset 15 and the depend 
ing flanges 13 and 14 of the cover 12 engages 
the upper edges of the said ends and sides 
effectively sustain the latter in their set up 
position and prevent the accidental collaps. 
ing of the box. The flanges 13 of the cover 
12 are each provided Wifi spaced openings 
16 and the outer faces of the upper portion 
of the sides 9 are provided with suitable 
outwardly extending U-shaped eyes 17 
which are adapted to be projected through 
the openings 16 when the device is set up, 
and the projecting eyes are also adapted 
for the reception of suitable cotter pins or 
other retaining elements designated by the 
numeral 18. By this arrangement it will 
be noted that I have provided an extremely 
simple and effective means for locking the 
cover upon the sides and ends of the box 
struction but which is thoroughly reliable 
and effective for the purpose intended. 
The eyes 17 may be formed by slitting the 

sides of the members 9 adjacent their edges 
and bending these cut portions to provide U 
shaped eyes as clearly illustrated in Fig. 3 
of the drawings. The upper edges of the 
side menubers 9 may be bent upon then 
selves to form reinforcements and may be 
also provided with a longitudinally extend 
ing wire 19 engaging the bent over rein - 
forcing portions. One of the side members 
9 thus constructed is provided with cut 
away portions between the wire 19 and the 
side proper. These cut away portions 19 are 
preferably positioned adjacent tie eyes 1 
and are adapted for the reception of flexible 
wire members 20 secured to the under face 
of the cover 12 between the offset side men bers 13 thereof, By this arranget net it will 
be noted that all the members comprising 
the box are effectively retained together so i 

938,916 

that the danger of losing the cover when the 
lattei' is removed from the sides 9 and ends 
S to obtain access within the box is entirely 
obviated. - 

When it is desired to collapse or knock 
down the box, the coyer is first raised away from engagement with the side 9 opposite to 
the side to which it is connected through the 
medium of the flexible wires 20 E. SS 
tained in a substantially vertical position as 
illustrated in Fig. 3 of the drawings. The 
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ends 8 are then pushed inwardly upon the 
base 1, the free side 9 is now folded upon the 
ends 8, the side 9 carrying the cover 12 is 
then folded upon the opposite side 9, the 
cover 12 is now positioned upon the folded 
side and end members and its offset portions 
13 and 14 are brought over the oppositely 
disposed offset portions 2 and 3 of the base, 
this folding the box into a small compass as 
illustrated in Figs. 2 and 5 of the drawings. 
From the above description, taken in con 

Ilection with the aqcompanying drawings, it 
will be noted that I have provided a com paratively simple, cheap and effective box 
for the purpose set forth, one which may be 
quickly and easily set up or knocked down 
as desired, one in which the several parts are 
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Securely connected together, thus obviating 
the liability of the misplacement or loss o 
any of the parts, one in which the cover ef 
fectively sustains the hinged sides and ends 
When the device is set up and one in which 
the cover is readily folded upon the base and 
the hinged sides and ends positioned upon 
the base when the device is collapsed. 

IIaving thus fully described the invention 
what is claimed as new is: 
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1. If a device of the character described, a 
base, side and end membershingedly con 
nected with the base, interlocking lips upon 
the meeting edges of the sides and ends, 
spaced eyes upon the sides, a cover slidably 
and resiliently connected with one of the 
sides, said cover being provided with a con 
tinuous lange provided with openings adapt 
(ed to a line with the eyes of the side members 
when the latter are in their set up position, 
and said cover having its inner face pro 
vided with a continuous wall adjacent the 
offset flange, and the space between the wall 
and flage adapted to engage the upper 
edges of the sides and ends when the latter 
are in their raised position. 

2. In a box for the purpose set forth, the 
combination with a base member having up 
turned edges provided with hinge knuckles, 
side and end members having their lower 
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edges provided with knuckles adapted to co 
operate with the knuckles of the base, pin 
tles for the knuckles, the side and end mem 
bel's being each provided with interlocking 
edges, a cover provided with depending 
edges and having its under face adjacent its 
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edges provided with a continuous groove within the openings, substantially as and for 
adapted to engage the upper edges of the the purpose set forth. 
sides and ends when the latter are in their In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
raised position, means for locking the cover in presence of two witnesses. 

t upon the sides and ends, one of said sides FREDERCKTFRESCHMAN. 
having its upper end provided with open- Witnesses: 
ings, and wire members connecting the CHRIs HUNSINGER, 
flanges of the cover adapted to be received FRANK C. FIELD. 
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