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This invention relates to an extension cord 

retainer for electrically-operated devices and 
has particular utility in connection with an 
electrically-operated sewing machine. 

; In electrically-operated devices as, for ex 
ample, an electrically-operated sewing ima 
chine, no means have heretofore been pro 
vided for conveniently disposing of the ex 
tension cord when the device is not in use and 

it has been disconnected from the source of cur 
rent supply. In electric sewing machines the 
extension cord when disconnected from the 
current supply, has simply been placed in a 
drawer or other part of the machine, or has 

35 been disposed of in some other place, which 
practice has not only been inconvenient to 
the user of the machine, but has resulted in 
the cord becoming tangled or misplaced. 
An object of the present invention is to pro 

20 vide a retainer for the extension cord of an 
electrically-operated device such as an elec 
tric sewing machine, which may be conven 
iently arranged upon the device or machine 
so as to readily receive the extension cord 

25 thereof when not in use. 
Another object is to provide such a retainer 

which may be readily exposed for the recep 
tion of the cord and then moved to a concealed 
position while the device or machine is not in 

30 use and which will not interfere with the op 
eration thereof. - - - 

Additional objects and advantages will be 
come apparent as the detailed description of 
an embodiment of the invention proceeds. 
In the drawings: . 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an electri 

cally-operated sewing machine and cabinet 
therefor; 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary view of the interior 
40 of a portion of the sewing machine cabinet; 

and 
Fig. 3 is a sectional view through the cabi 

net taken approximately online 3-3 of Figs. 
1 and 2. 
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known type the head of which is either sta 
tionary, or pivoted to swing down during 
non-use into the cabinet of the machine, al 
though as shown in the drawing the machine 

50 is of the type in which the head is adapted to 

The sewing machine may be of any well 

be swung down during non-use into the body 
of the cabinet. It should be understood, how 
ever, that this type of machine is shown for 
purposes of illustration only and that the 
head might be rigid with the upper side of the 
cabinet and enclosed during non-use by a sep 
arate cover member. . . . . 

The cabinet comprises the usual supporting 
legs 10 upon which is arranged the cabinet 
proper formed of side panels 11, end panels 12 
and a top panel 13. The sewing machine 
head, indicated generally at 4, is pivoted 
along its rear side upon hinges 15 to the top 
panel of the cabinet and is adapted to be 
swung down into the cabinet when a hinged 
flap portion 16 of the top panel is moved to a 
position permitting of such movement. An 
electric motor 17 may be mounted on the sew 
ing machine head, arm, or otherwise, as de 
sired, and serves as a driving medium for the 
machine. The power which operates this mo 
tor is furnished by the usual lighting circuit, 
of the building in which the machine is lo 
cated, being connected thereto from a suit 
able connecting plug by means of the exten 
sion cord 18 which is detachably or perma 
nently connected at 19 to the wiring circuit 
of the machine. 
Although not forming a part of the pres 

ent invention it should be stated that prefer 
ably a suitable rheostat is arranged in the 
machine between the connection 19 and the 
connection 20 from which the circuit leads to 
the motor, such rheostat, of course, being for 
the purpose of stepping down the ordinary 
110 volt or 220 volt lighting circuit. 
When the machine is not in use and the ex 

tension cord 18 is disconnected from the ter 
minal at the power circuit end thereof, it is 
desirable that some convenient means be 
available upon which such cord might be 
wound or reeled so that it will be unnecessary 
to store the cordin a drawer or other place of 
the cabinet. For this purpose a device is pro 
vided which might be termed a Swinging reel, 
such device being pivotally mounted upon 
the inner side of either one of the side panels 
11, but preferably upon the panel at the rear 
of the machine adjacent to which the cord is 
attached. This so-called Swinging reel may 
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extending longitudinally of the machine and 
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be made of wire, sheet metal or other suitable 
material, and comprises a main portion 21 
having reversely bent portions 22 at its op 
posite ends, which portions are, themselves, 
reversely bent, as indicated at 23 and termi 
nate in parallel arm portions 24 extending. 
substantially perpendicular to the main por 
tion 21. These arm portions 24 are each pro 
vided at their ends with in Wardly extending 
attaching arms 25 adapted to pass through 
openings formed in one arm of attaching 
brackets 26 which are secured in suitably 
spaced relationship upon the interior of the 
panel 11 and adjacent its lower edge. 

It will thus be seen that the swinging reel 
may be moved so as to lie outwardly of the 
cabinet in the manner shown in Fig.1 and in 
the dotted lines in Figs, 2 and 3, or it may be 

g swung so as to lie interiorly of the cabinet as 
indicated in the full line positions of Figs. 2 
and 3. However, some means must be pro 
vided for maintaining the swinging reel in 
either of these two positions and for this pur 
pose one of the arms 25 is provided with a 
crank 27 having one end of a coil spring 28 
attached thereto, the other end of said spring 
being secured to the panel 11 at a point 29 
which is located upwardly from the attaching 
points of the brackets 26. In this manner 
the swinging reel will be held by spring ten 
sion in two positions since when the crank 
passes over the center in either direction, the 
coil spring will tend to maintain the same in 
such position and, in turn, will hold the reel 
in its corresponding position. Of course, 
other types of springs and other means for 
maintaining the reel in either of its posi 
tions might be employed and the invention, 
therefore, is not limited to the exact form 
shown and described. The extension cord 18 
may be conveniently wound upon the reel, the 
convolutions of the cord being received in 
the notches at the opposite ends of the reel 
formed by the reversely bent portions 22 and 
23 thereof. After the cord has been wound 
upon the reel it is simply necessary to give a 
slight movement to the reel until it passes 
over the center whereupon it will be moved to 

t; its innermost position within the cabinet by 
the spring 28 and held therein until it is de 
sired to remove the cord from the reel, where 
upon it is again moved to its outward position 
and, of course, held therein by the spring as 
Soon as the dead center is passed by the crank. 
Although a preferred embodiment of the 

invention has been illustrated and described 
it should be understood that the same is not to 
be limited thereto but is susceptible of such 
modifications and adaptations as fall within 
the scope of the appended claims. 
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ed to a power circuit by an extension cord and 
the cabinet therefor, a retainer member for 
said cord when the same is disconnected from 
the circuit, said retaining member being mov 
able to either an exposed or concealed position 
with respect to the cabinet. 

2. in combination with an electrically-op 
erated sewing machine adapted to be con 
nected to a power circuit by an extension cord 
and the cabinet therefor, a retaining member 
for said cord when the same is disconnected 
from the circuit, said member being pivotally 
mounted upon a portion of the sewing ma 
chine cabinet so as to be capable of being 
swung to a concealed or to an exposed posi 
tion. - 

3. A retaining member for an extension 
cord of an electrically-operated device com 
prising a Swinging element adapted to be piv 
otaly connected to a portion of said device 
and having portions thereof formed to re 
ceive the extension cord when the same is not 
in use, and another portion adapted to be con 
nected to means for maintaining said element 
in a plurality of different positions. 

4. A retaining member for the extension 
cord of an electrically-operated device com 
prising an element adapted to be swingably 
associated with the device, said element hav 
ing a main portion provided at its opposite 
ends with reversely bent portions adapted to 
receive the wound cord and attaching por 
tions one of which is provided with a crank, 
and a spring connected to said crank and to 
said device for maintaining said element in a 
plurality of different positions. 
In testimony whereof, I hereunto affix my 

signature. 
CHARLES E. COLEGROVE. - 
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Having thus described my invention, I 
claim: 

1. In combination with an electrically-op 
erated sewing machine adapted to be connect 


