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United States Patent Office 

3,23,850 
SESSE HOLDER 
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Fied Fei. 9, 1961, Ser. No. 88,36 
2. Caixas. (C. 5-257) 

This invention relates to holding devices, and more par 
ticularly to devices for holding and supporting shoes. 

Briefly, the invention comprises a shoe holding device 
including a support mounted to a vertical wall having a 
horizontally extending platform at its lower end and a 
clip at its upper end. A shoe is supported on the device 
by inserting the upper rear portion of the shoe between 
the clip and the support and then resting the heel of the 
shoe on the platform. The platform supports the Weight 
of the shoe and the clip prevents the shoe from tilting or 
pivoting and thereby holds it in a horizontal position. 

Accordingly, an object of the invention is to provide a 
device for holding a shoe in a substantially horizontal 
position on a vertical wall for storage, display, shining, 
etc. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a holder 

for securing a shoe firmly in a novel way on a Support 
to facilitate thorough cleaning or polishing thereof. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a shoe 
holder that is simple in design, light in weight, strong and 
diurable, and easy and economical to manufacture. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a shoe 

holder to which a shoe may be easily applied and which 
will hold a shoe for polishing without marring or scratch 
ing any vissible exterior portion of the shoe. 

It is known that to restore properly a worn shoe to its 
original shape and polish, it is necessary to stretch the 
upper shoe leather to remove wrinkles which form on the 
top of the shoe after it has been worn by the wearer. To 
effect this result, this invention will permit this stretching 
action of the upper surface of the shoe to take place dur 
ing the polishing operation, and consequently will facili 
tate the removal of the wrinkles in the shoe leather and 
thereby will enable the shoe shiner to restore the shoe 
to its original shape with a satisfactory polish. 

It is, therefore, a further object of this invention to 
provide a shoe holder that will permit downward flexing 
of the toe portion of the shoe relative to the rear portion 
during polishing of the shoe so that it can be satisfactorily 
polished. 

Still another object of the invention is to employ means 
for rigidly holding the rear portions including the heel 
portion of the shoe while the toe portion is being flexed, 
and to prevent any substantial sideways motion of the toe 
portion of the shoe during the polishing operation. 

Yet another object of this invention is to provide a shoe 
holder which will effectively hold shoes of various sizes 
and designs, and even ladies' high and low heel shoes of 
any and all sizes and heights without the need of any ad 
justments or changes in the original designs of the holder. 

It is yet another object of the invention to provide a 
hoiding device for shoes which will permit the shoe to be 
rotated substantially 180 on the holding device. 
These together with other objects and advantages which 

will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a preferred form 

of the invention; 
FGURE 2 is an enlarged front elevational view of the 

form shown in FIGURE 1 with the shoe removed; 
FIGURE 3 is an enlarged cross sectional view taken 

substantially on the plane of line 3-3 in FIGURE 1; 
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FIGURE 4 is a front elevational view of a slightly 

modified form of the holder showing in dotted lines a 
shoe mounted thereon substantially parallel to a wall; 
FiCURE 5 is an elevational cross sectional view taken 

substantially on the plane of line 5-5 in FIGURE 4; 
FIGURE 6 is a cross sectional view taken substantially 

on the plane of line 6-6 in FIGURE 4; 
FIGURE 7 is a perspective view of a third form of 

the holder; 
FIGURE 8 is a cross sectional view taken substantially 

on the plane of line 8-8 in FIGURE 7; 
FIGURE 9 is a side elevational view of the form shown 

in FGURE 5, but showing a lady's shoe supported there 
On; 
FGURE 10 is a perspective view showing a fourth 

form of my invention; 
FIGURE 11 is a cross sectional view taken substantially 

on the plane of line A-5 in FIGURE 10; 
FIGURE 12 shows a perspective view of a fifth form 

of my invention; 
FIGURE 13 is a perspective view showing a sixth form 

of my invention; and 
FIGURE 14 is a cross sectional elevational view taken 

substantially on the plane of line 4-4 in FIGURE 13. 
Referring to FIGURES 1-3, it can be seen that a pre 

ferred form of the invention comprises a holder 10 for a 
shoe i2. The holder 10 is mounted on a wall surface 
14 and includes a plate having a flat back 16 for securely 
contacting and confronting the flat wall A4. A plurality 
of countersunk holes 18, 2) are formed in the lower and 
upper ends of the central portion 22 of the plate. A pair 
of flat headed screws 24 and 26 extend through the coun 
ter-Sunk openings E8 and 20 and into the wall 4 for 
holding the support plate securely to the wall. Both ver 
tical edges of the plate are concavely recessed at 28 and 
39 and are rounded off at 32 and 34. This reduces the 
thickness of the edges of the plate, makes them more 
Smooth, and improves the appearance thereof. Integrally 
formed with the lower central portion 22 of the plate is 
a substantially horizontally extending platform or shelf 
36. As shown in FIGURE 3, the front edge of the shelf 
is rounded off for smoothness, and the upper and lower 
Strfaces thereof are slightly concave. 

integrally formed with the upper central portion 22 is 
a clip member comprising a substantially vertically ex 
tending arm 38 secured to the plate by a connecting por 
tion 49. The lower end of the arm 33 is flared outwardly 
and rounded off as shown at 42. The inner surface 46 
of the artin 38 is preferably convex and curved to fit the 
Curved inner Surface 44 of the rear portion of the shoe 12. 
To mount the shoe on the holder SC, the shoe is tilted 

upwardly at its toe end approximately 45 whereupon 
the upper rear portion of the shoe is inserted between 
the arm 33 and the plate portion 22 until the upper rear 
rim 49 of the shoe contacts the undersurface of the con 
necting portion 4G. Using the portion 49 as a pivot point, 
the shoe is then rotated counterclockwise as shown in 
FIGURE 3 until the heel of the shoe contacts the point 
43 on the platform 36. 

After the shoe is mounted as shown in FIGURES 1 
and 3, conventional polishing material may then be ap 
plied thereto in the usual manner. For an improved 
application of the shoe polish or shining material, the toe 
of the shoe may be pressed downwardly while the polish 
is being applied. By pressing the toe downwardly, all 
the Wrinkles are stretched out of the upper portion of 
the shoe thereby permitting the shoe polish or polishing 
material to reach all portions of the upper surface of the 
shoe, especially those portions which would normally con 
stitute the valleys of Wrinkles or crevices. The shoe is 
polished with a conventional brush or polishing cloth, and 
the pressure applied thereby during the polishing opera 

    



3. 
tion also stretches the upper portion of the shoe and 
thereby assures that its entire surface is properly polished. 
The modification shown in FIGURES 4-6 is quite sini 

lar to that form shown in FEGURES 1-3. However, in 
the second form, the arm 50 is of slightly different shape 
than the arm 38. As shown in FIGURE 5, the arm 5) 
has its inter surface 52 curved vertically from top to 
botton with the radius of curvature gradually decreasing 
in a downward direction. As shown in FIGURE 6, the 
arm 58 has its rear surface 52 also curved in a horizontal 
direction so as to fit the inner curved portion 44 of a 
shoe. The front surface is concave and curved inwardly 
as shown at 54 in FIGURE 6. FIGURES 4 and 5 illus 
trate how the heel of the shoe E.2 may be Supported on 
the edge 43' of the shelf 36', and also how the shoe may 
be rotated from side-to-side on the Supporting point so 
as to permit the shoe to be polished on both sides while 
it is held by the holder 18'. The curved surface 52 of 
the arm SG also permits and aids in the rotation of the 
shoe. 

In the modification shown in FIGURES 7 and 8, the 
arm 56 instead of being parallel to the support 22' in 
clines outwardly therefroin in a downward direction as 
shown in FIGURE 8. This permits easier insertion of 
the shoe between the arrin and the support plate. The 
arm 56 has outwardly extending flange 38 and upwardly 
extending flange 69 integrally formed therewith. 
The platform or shelf 64 has flat upper and lower 

parallel surfaces and a downwardly extending flange 62 
formed on its outer edge. 
The support plates 22 and 22' as shown in FIGURES 

4 and 7 have their center portions curved at their ends 
with a relatively large radius of curvature, and their side 
portions curved at their ends with a smaller radius of 
curvature. This prevents the corners of the plates from 
having sharp or abrupt edges and also provides an artistic 
appearance for the plate. 
FIGURE 9 illustrates how the form shown in FIG 

URES 4-6 may be used to support a lady's shoe. To sup 
port the lady's shoe 68 on the holder 16', the rear wall 
66 of the shoe is pushed upwardly and wedged between 
the surface 52 of arm 58 and the outer surface of plate 
22. This effectively holds the shoe by friction as shown 
in FEGURE 9, and when pressure is put on the upper toe 
portion of the shoe 68 it is more firmly held by the holder. 
FIGURES 10 and 11 show a form of holder made from 

stock material. A length of stock material having a flat 
back 70 and a curved front 72 connected by straight 
parallel sides is used. 
The middle portion of the holder or bracket is straight 

in the manner illustrated and comprises a vertical strip 
member constituting a support 74 (F.G. 10). The upper 
end portion of this member 74 is bent upon itself to define 
and provide a substantially semicircular part 76 the ter 
minal or free end portion of which depends, is opposed 
to and spaced from the member 74 at the intermediate 
part thereof and is fashioned into a substantially S-shaped 
arm 78 at its free terminal end. The lower end portion 
of this vertical member 74 is also distinguishably bent 
upon itself to form two parallel spaced steps 30 and 82 
connected to each other by an intervening bent portion 
or wall 84. These cooperating bends or bent step por 
tions define a stepped heel rest and fulcruming means in 
the manner brought out in phantom lines in FIG. 11. 
The upper portion of the support 74 has a relatively 

large recessed aperture 88 directly adjacent to a smaller 
recessed aperture 90, both of the recesses being connected 
by a slot. The head of a screw 92 will pass through 
the aperture 88 but seats within the aperture 96. This 
permits the shoe holder to be lifted off and on the screw 
92 whenever desired. For attaching the holder perma 
nently to the wall 95, a second screw 94 is inserted 
through an aperture in the lower portion of the sup 
port 74. 
The two spaced parallel steps 80 and 32 permit the 
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4. 
holder to effectively support shoes of varying sizes. Small 
and low shoes are supported on the shelf 39 as shown 
in FIGURE 11, while the shelf 32 may be used for sup 
porting the heels of large or high top shoes. 
The form shown in FIGURE 12 is similar to the form 

shown in FIGURES 10 and 11 in that it is formed from 
one strip of stock material. The material used is ordinary 
sheet material that is rectangular in cross section. The 
holder has a straight and flat vertically extending support 
Section 82, an arm 66 parallel to the support and 
cCranected thereto by a connecting member 104. A plat 
form 50 is bent from the lower end of Support 182 and 
the Outer end of the platform has a depending flange 22 
bent downwardly therefron. The lower end of the arm 
E86 has a flange 03 bent horizontally outwardly there 
from. The holes 14 and 156 provided for securing the 
Support Section 12 to a wall are substantially identical 
to the holes as sihown at 33, 99 aid $4 in FEGURE 10. 
The flange E93 and 12 function as safety flanges in that 
they in effect increase the thickness of the ends of the 
members 206 and 119 and thereby reduce the sharpness 
thereof. The flange 108 prevents the lower end of arm 
186 from scratching the interior of a shoe, and the flange 
5.12 Smooths off and prevents the platform 1:10 from hav 
ing a sharp outer edge. 
The form shown in FIGURES 13 and 14 is identical to 

the form shown in FIGURE 12, except that the platform 
i16' is hinged at 118 to the lower end of the support 
i82. As shown in FIGURE 14, this permits the plat 
form 0 to be folded upwardly when not in use and 
preventing the platform 120 from functioning as an 
obstacle and occupying valuable space. The flange 119 
on the inner end of platform 8' serves as a stop and 
limits its downward movement to the horizontal position 
shown in FIGURE 14 in solid lines. 
The holder may be made of a variety of materials and 

by a number of methods of manufacture. The materials 
may include any type of metal as cast metal such as alumi 
num, brass, cast iron, iron alloy. Satisfactory manufac 
turing methods include pressing, stamping, forging, cast 
ing and machining. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A holder for supporting a shoe in a generally hori 

Zontal inclined position to facilitate cleaning and polish 
ing of the same comprising: a one-piece device embodying 
a vertically elongated fiat-faced plate adapted to be Super 
posed upon and Secured to a stationary Supporting wall, 
Said plate being provided at a paint spaced above a lower 
end thereof with a horizontal right angularly projecting 
shelf rectangular in cross section and said shelf having a 
downturned free end, the juncture of the downturned 
end and body portion constituting a restricted Supporting 
and fulcruming Surface for the heel of the shoe, an at 
taching and retaining arm having an upper laterally 
directed end integrally joined to an upper median portion 
of the plate and a depending portion directed toward 
and aligned with said shelf, the lower end of said arm 
being Spaced above the plane of said shelf a predeter 
mined distance to facilitate ready handling and position 
ing of the shoe and also being directed forwardly and 
downwardly and having an upturned terminal portion pro 
viding an oblique angled tip to assist in piloting a shoe 
into an in-use position and also in dislodging and remov 
ing it from Said in-use position. 

2. A holder for a shoe comprising a vertical member 
adapted to be superimposed upon a stationary support 
Wall and provided with means for mounting the same on 
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said wall, the upper portion of said vertical member being 
semi-circular, the latter having a first lower portion ter 
minating in a depending substantially S-shaped arm, said 
S-shaped arm being disposed in a position spaced from, 
confronting and aligned with said upper portion of said 5 
vertical member, the lower end of said vertical member 
being directed outwardly at right angles and assuming 
a horizontal position, then bent vertically and then hori 
Zontally to provide a stepped shelf, the steps being adapted 
to serve as fulcruming rests for a shoe heel and being 10 
selectively usable, said steps being aligned with and 
beneath the S-shaped arm. 
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