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To all whom it may concern: o
Be it known that I, RicEarD S. SANDER:._

SON, a citizen of the United States, and resi- =

dent of the city of Providence, in the county
of Providence and State of Rhode Island,
have inventéd certain new and useful Im-
provements in Clasps, of which the follow-

" Ing is a specification.
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This invention relates to a clasp Which is.

adapted more particularly to be used as a

* barrette for fastening a lady’s hair, and the
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object of this invention is to provide such

a clasp of a strip of material folded upon
itself, forming two oppositely disposed arms
providing a space between them for receiv-
ing the hair of the wearer, one of said arms:
being adapted to be readily passed through
the hair and then secured to a catch-portion
on the opposite arm, by a light pressure
upon the two. . _

One of the features of the inventien is
that the greater the strain acting between
the arms to separate them, the more securely
these arms are locked together, the clasp be- -
ing designed to be released by simply elon-
gating the catch-arm of the clasp. :

With these. and other objects in view, the
invention consists of certain novel features
of construction, as will be more fully de-
scribed, and particularly pointed out in the
appended claim. :

In the accompanying drawings:

Figure 1— is a view of the under side of
the catch, showing the end of the pin-arm
as secured in the end of the catch arm.

Fig. 2— is a perspective view of my- im-
proved clasp showing the end of one arm
as locked to that of the other arm.

Fig. 83— is a side elevation showing one
arm as released from the catch of the other.
. My improved clasp may be formed of a
single strip of resilient. metal, or of any
other suitable material such as celluloid or
the like, the strip being folded upon itself
as at 10, forming two spaced-apart, oppo-
sitelﬁr-disposed arms 11 and 12.

T

e end portion 13 of the arm 12 is bent .

around in a circular form to correspond in a
measure to the appearance of the portion 10
at the opposite end. This catch-end is then
bent over in a circular form, then back and
inward forming a catch-shoulder 14 and
then inwardly under the shoulder at 15, and

then forward fdrming a st;op-lip 16 spaced

»from the shoulder.

The. end of the opposite or pin-arm is
preferably beveled or undercut slightly as
at ‘17, which beveled portion performs a
double function; first, it tends to sharpen
the end of this arm so as to permit it to pass
freely through the hair of the wearer; and
second, it:provides a bevel to facilitate the

spreading or forcing away of the catch-end
of the shoulder 14, to permit a ready entrance
.of the end of the pin-arm into the catch; the
_lip 16 serving as a stop to limit the inward

motion of this pin-arm.
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By this construction it will be seen that -

any pressure acting on the middle portion
of these arms to separate them, has a tend-
ency to lock the same together all the more
securely, for the reason that a pressure out-
ward on the middle of the catch-arm bows
and shortens it, while a pressure outward on
the middle portion of the pin-arm has a
tendency to straighten and lengthen it.

In order to disengage the two arms, one
from the other, it is only necessary to apply
a light pressure on the shouldered catch por-
tion of the catch arm, which elongates this
arm and immediately releases the end of
the opposite arm therefrom..

- By my improved construction of clasp it

is found that the same may be formed com-
plete of a single strip of metal without the
use of solder; that the mere bending of the
end of one of the arms forms an extremely
secure block by which the arms are releas-
ably held in engagement with each other.
Then again by this construction the clasp
will resist any amount of separating strain

.which it may be called upon to withstand;

and third, the clasp may be readily released
by a slight pressure in an endwise direc-
tion upon the shouldered end of the catch-
arms,

The device is extremely. simple and prac-

‘tical in construction and may be formed

complete from a strip of metal at the mini-
mum expense by simply bending the same
into the desired shape.

The foregoing description is directed
solely toward the construction illustrated,
but I desire it to be understood that I re-
serve the privilege of resorting to all the
mechanical changes to which the device is
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susceptible, the invention being defined and
limited only by the terms of the appended
claim, :

I claim: o

A clamp formed of a strip of resilient ma-
terial folded upon itself providing a catch
arm and an oppositely-disposed pin-tongue
arm normally spaced apart throughout their
length when closed, the end of the catch arm
being curled over and under forming a dee

resilient catch loop with its extremity extend-

ing inward and then forward providing a
space for the end of the tongue-arm and a
stop lip to limit the inward movement of

5 said arm and to space said arms apart when

closed, said loop portion serving as a spring
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snap-catch past which tke end of the tongue-
arm may be readily forced inwardly to rest
against said stop, said stop lip being free
and spaced from the body portion of the
catch-arm to freely move with the .unre-
stricted expanding action of said catch loop;
the ends of said arms being adapted to be
released from each other by a relative out-
ward pressure on said loop portion.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

RICHARD S. SANDERSON.

Witnesses:
Howarp E. Barrow,
A. F. Macreapy.
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