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To all whom it may concerm:

Be.it known that we, ABE BRI’]?T‘ON‘al_ld
JOHN H. PETERSON, citizens of the United
States, residing in the city and county of

- Philadelphia, State of Pennsylvania,have in-

vented a new and useful Improvement in
Toys, whichk improvement is fully set forth in
the following specification and accompanying
drawings. i :

Our invention consists of a toy of simple
and inexpensive construction adapted to
pocket a ball placed on the floor or ground
and comprising a chambered body with jaws
of pliable material on the base thereof and a
carrying -cord, whereby, when the body is
properly dropped, the jaws strike the balland
direct the same into the body, the toy being
also serviceable as a return-ball, owing tothe
elastic nature of the carrying-cord.

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of a
toy embodying our invention. Fig. 2 repre-

sents a bottom plan view thereof. -Fig. 3 rep-

resents a section on line - z, Fig. 1.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

Referring to the drawings, A designates a
body which is preferably of the form of a ball
or sphere and having a chamber B, which is
open at bottom and communicates at top with
the discharge-opening C, the latter being in
the wall of said body, at or near the upper
part thereof. Connected with thelower part
of said body are jaws D, which are formed of
pliable, flexible, or elastic material and face
each other, so as to partly cover the bottom
of the chamber B, while they may open-into
said chamber when pressed upwardly from
below. : ’

E designates a cord which is attached to
the top of the body A and provided with a
loop or ring for the insertion of ome ‘of the
fingers when the toy is operated.

T designates a ball which is to be pocketed,
the same being placed on the ground or floor,
the operation of the toy then being as fol-
lows: o :

The body A is held over the ball, as shown
in Fig. 1, and then dropped, whereby if the
body is true or nearly true over said ball the
jaws strike the ball and are opened by the

same, the ball then entering the chamber, af-
ter which the jaws close and retain the ball
within said chamber as pocketed. It.is evi-
dent that when the body is overturned or
turned sidewise the ball may be removed and
then again placed on the ground or floor in
order to be repocketed.

As the cord E is made elastie, the {oy may
be operated after the manner of a return-ball
if so desired. The jaws D may be integral
portions of the hemispherical shell or rim G,
which is fitted over the lower portion of the
body A and secured thereto; but to the size
or shape of said shell we do not limit our-
selves.

In order to cause the ball F to retain its
position when placed on the ground or floor,
the same is loaded, as at H, the effect of
which is evident. : E

Having thus described our invention, what
wo claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. A body having a receiving chamber
therein, and jaws of pliable material freely
closing the bottom opening of said chamber,
and attached to the body about said opening,
substantially as deseribed. v

2. A toy formed of a body with a receiving
chamber, and a discharge opening therein,
jaws freely closing the bottom opening of
said chamber, and a suspension cord, said
jaws being formed of pliable material with
an attaching rim, substantially as deseribed.

3. The body A, having the receiving cham-
ber B, and discharge opening C therein, in
combination with the jaws D, which extend
across the bottom of ‘said chamber, and are
formed of pliable material secured to said
body, substantially as deseribed. -

4. A -body having a receiving chamber,
jaws with a rim attached to said body, a sus-
pension cord and aloaded ball,said jaws freely
closing the bottom opening of said chamber,
and being formed of pliable material, and the
parts combined substantially as deseribed.

ABE BRITTON, v

. JOHN H. PETERSON.

Witnesses: '

JoHN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
R. H. GRAESER,
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