EP 2 746 186 B1

(19)

Patent Office

Europdisches
Patentamt
0’ European

Office européen
des brevets 1) EP 2 746 186 B1
(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION
(45) Date of publication and mention (51) IntCl.:
of the grant of the patent: B65D 71/72(2006.01) B65D 5/50 (2006.07)
13.12.2017 Bulletin 2017/50 B65D 85/60 (2951
(21) Application number: 13199585.4
(22) Date of filing: 24.12.2013
(54) Wrapped confectionery products positioning and retaining device and flat blanks assembly for

formimg said device

Umbhillte StRwarenpositionierungs- und Haltevorrichtung und Flachrohteilanordnung zur Herstellung
dieser Vorrichtung

Dispositif de positionnement et de maintien de produits de confiserie emballés et ensemble d’ébauches
plates pour la formation de ce dispositif

(84)

(30)

(43)

(73)

Designated Contracting States: (72) Inventor: Battaglino, Roberto

AL AT BEBG CH CY CZDE DK EE ES FIFRGB 12066 Monticello D’alba (IT)

GRHRHUIEISITLILTLULVMC MKMT NL NO

PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR (74) Representative: Boggio, Luigi et al
Studio Torta S.p.A.

Priority: 24.12.2012 IT TO20121146 Via Viotti, 9
10121 Torino (IT)

Date of publication of application:

25.06.2014 Bulletin 2014/26 (56) References cited:

EP-A1- 0 441 102 WO0-A1-00/75036
Proprietor: Soremartec S.A. WO-A1-2006/031579 WO-A1-2007/089844
2632 Findel (LU) DE-U1-9 311 915

Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



1 EP 2 746 186 B1 2

Description

[0001] The presentinvention concerns a wrapped pra-
line positioning and retaining device.

[0002] In particular, the present invention concerns a
positioning and retaining device to arrange and maintain
a plurality of wrapped pralines in pre-defined positions.
[0003] Currently, wrapped confectionery products are
packed using cell trays, i.e. with a plurality of seats or
housings, each of which is adapted to house a relative
confectionery product. The confectionery products are
then maintained inside the respective housings using
sheet elements or shaped or non-shaped plate bodies
which, when blocked with respect to the tray, prevent the
confectionery products from coming out of their seats.
[0004] Although universally used, the packing method
described above is not fully satisfactory for several rea-
sons.

[0005] Firstly, when the sheet material or the plate por-
tion are removed by the consumer in order to take the
products out, all the products are free to abandon the
relative housings if the package is accidentally over-
turned or simply inclined.

[0006] In addition to this, after the first opening it is
often impossible to restore the original condition of firm
maintenance of the products in the relative seats, espe-
cially if they are retained by sheet materials.

[0007] Lastly, the need is now increasingly felt to be
able to display the wrapped confectionery products, mak-
ing them directly visible from the outside without inter-
posing transparent screens or other elements that can
alter or make it difficult to perceive the exterior charac-
teristics that enhance the wrapped confectionery prod-
ucts.

Document EP0441102A1 discloses an element for hold-
ing and presenting confectionery products and the like,
and corresponds to the preamble of claim 1. Document
WO2007/089844A1 discloses a device for retaining bot-
tles or cans comprising a firstand a second plate portions
having, for each seat, a first through opening and a sec-
ond through opening, wherein each of the first openings
is an opening with fixed dimension and each of the sec-
ond through opening is an opening with variable dimen-
sion having a plurality of yieldable independent retaining
tabs. The object of the present invention is to provide a
wrapped praline positioning and retaining device, which
simply and inexpensively solves the above-mentioned
problems and meets the needs described.

According to the present invention, a wrapped praline
positioning and retaining device, comprising the wrapped
pralines, is produced, as claimed in claim 1.

The present invention furthermore concerns a flat blanks
assembly made of paper material.

Accordingto the presentinvention, a flatblanks assembly
made of paper material is provided, as claimed in claim
10. The invention will now be described with reference
to the attached drawings, which illustrate a non-limiting
embodiment example thereof, in which:
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figure 1 is a perspective view of a first preferred em-
bodiment of a wrapped praline positioning and re-
taining device, produced according to the teachings
of the present invention;

figure 2is an exploded perspective view of the device

of figure 1;
figure 3 is a section, on an enlarged scale, according
to the line IlI-111 of figure 1;

figure 4 is a figure analogous to figure 1, and illus-
trates a second preferred embodiment of a wrapped
praline positioning and retaining device, produced
according to the teachings of the present invention;
figure 5is an exploded perspective view of the device
of figure 4; and

figures 6 and 7 are sections, on an enlarged scale,
according to line VI-VI and line VII-VII of figure 4
respectively.

[0008] In figure 1, the reference number 1 indicates,
as a whole, a positioning and retaining device for
wrapped confectionery products F, such as the pralines
commercially known as "Ferrero Rocher® or"Mon
Chéri®", each of which is wrapped in a respective wrap-
ping consisting of a simple folded sheet, as in the case
of the "Mon Chéri®", and/or a paper case A, commonly
known as "pastry case", as in the case of the "Ferrero
Rocher®".

[0009] In the particular example described, the device
1 constitutes part of a package 2 comprising, in addition
to the device 1, a packaging box 3 partially illustrated and
known per se and not described in detail, and closed by
a lid 4.

[0010] Alternatively, the box 3 is without the lid 4 and
is wrapped in sheet material (not visible) which can be
removed when the package 2 is opened.

[0011] According to a further variation not illustrated,
the package 2 comprises uniquely the device 1 which is
directly wrapped by a sheet material which can be re-
moved when the package 2 is opened.

[0012] Suitably, the device 1 is made of shredded fold-
ed paper sheet material. Alternatively, the device 1 is
made in one single piece, or in several pieces coupled
to one another, of thermoplastic material or other equiv-
alent deformable material.

[0013] Independently of the material it is made of, the
device 1 comprises a hollow shell 5 and, for each
wrapped praline F, a respective seat 7 for housing and
positioning said wrapped praline F, obtained through the
shell 5 (figure 3).

[0014] For each seat 7, the device 1 comprises a re-
spective pressure or friction retaining unit 8 to retain in a
releasable or extractable manner the wrapped praline F
inside the respective seat 7.

[0015] Againwithreference tofigure 1, the shell 5 com-
prises, in turn, two flat plate portions 10 and 11 facing
each other, parallel and transversally spaced one from
the other, and a circumferential lateral wall 12 integrally
connected to the plate portions 10 and 11 and delimiting



3 EP 2 746 186 B1 4

with the plate portions 10 and 11 a compartment 13 hav-
ing a thickness S, measured orthogonally to the plates
10 and 11, constant and pre-defined according to the
dimensions of the wrapped praline F (figure 1). As can
be seen from figures 1 and 3, the thickness S is deter-
mined so that the paper case A protrudes outside the
shell 5 beyond the plate portion 10.

[0016] Again with reference to figure 1, each retention
unit 8 is of the type with tabs independent of one another
and is arranged in a position adjacent to a bottom portion
of the respective seat 7 to cooperate with an external
lateral wall of the paper case A of the wrapped praline F,
as will be better described below.

[0017] Thedevice 1illustrated infigure 1 is expediently
produced using only two flat blanks with shredded por-
tions which are subsequently foldable, illustrated in figure
2 and indicated by 14 and 15.

[0018] When folded, the blank 14 defines an upper or
anterior half-shell 16 of the shell 5, while the blank 15,
again when folded, defines a lower or rear half-shell 17
of the shell 5 according to whether the device 1 rests flat
oris positioned edgeways, for example hanging on a wall.
[0019] Again with reference to figure 2, the blanks 14
and 15 comprise respective flat intermediate portions 19
and 20 defining the portion 10 and, respectively, the plate
portion 11 of the shell 5, and a plurality of respective
lateral reference and fastening tabs 21 and 22 which,
when folded square, overlap one another to define the
outer wall 12 of the shell 5.

[0020] For each wrapped praline F, the blank 14 fur-
thermore comprises a plurality of circular through open-
ings 23 with fixed dimension, distributed on the portion
19, while the blank 15 comprises a plurality of circular
through openings 24 with variable dimension distributed
on the portion 20; when the half-shells 16 and 17 are
coupled to each other to define the shell 5, each opening
23 extends along a respective opening 24 coaxially to a
common axis 7a (figures 1-3) of the relative seat 7 to
delimit the seat 7 itself.

[0021] The blank 14 furthermore comprises, for each
opening 23, arespective intermediate reference and fas-
tening tab 26 overhangingly protruding inside the respec-
tive opening 20. As can be seen again from figure 1, each
of the intermediate tabs 26 is adapted to be folded to-
wards the plate portion 11 and, when folded, crosses a
corresponding opening 24 protruding from the opposite
side of the plate 11. The blank 15 comprises, in turn, for
each opening 24 a respective intermediate tab 27, which
protrudes inside the relative opening 23 and is, in use,
folded on the outside of the relative seat 7 and arranged
in contact with the corresponding tab 26 to which it is
firmly connected by means of gluing, as can be seen in
figure 1. In this way, the two plate portions 10 and 11 are
constrained to each other in a plurality of intermediate
points and, specifically, at each seat 7.

[0022] Again with reference to figure 2, each of the
openings 24 with variable dimension is delimited, in this
specific case, by a crown 30 of retaining tabs 31, which
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overhang from the plate portion 11 and, in use, inside
the relative seat 7 (figure 1), to exert a pushing action
against a bottom portion F1 of the wrapped praline F
when said wrapped praline F is inserted in the seat 7 and
crosses the plate portion 11.

[0023] Each of the openings 24 delimited by the re-
spective crown 30 of tabs has, in a non-deformed or rest
position, dimensions smaller in size than the external di-
mensions of the bottom portion F1 of the wrapped praline
F. Expediently, the tabs 31 are dimensionally identical to
one another and independent of one another and tapered
towards their free end. Expediently, furthermore, each of
the tabs 31 has a comma shape and is laterally delimited
by own convex curved edges 31a and frontally or axially
by a concave curved edge 31b, as can be seeninfigure 1.
[0024] According to one embodiment, each of the tabs
31 constitutes an extension of the flat portion 20, i.e. with-
out the interposition of notches or tears, and elastically
yields under the pushing action of the wrapped praline F
entering the seat 7. Alternatively, as in the example illus-
trated in figure 1, the blank 15 comprises, for each of the
retaining tabs 31, a respective elastic tear attachment
portion 33, which defines a virtual elastic hinge for at-
tachment of the retaining tab 31 to the intermediate por-
tion 20.

[0025] Duringinsertion of the wrapped praline F inside
the relative seat 7, the bottom portion F1 of the wrapped
praline F crosses, first, the opening 23 and moves along
the axis 7a towards the relative crown 30 of tabs 31.
Having reached the crown 30, a subsequent forward
movement of the wrapped praline F causes the shifting
of a free terminal section of the tabs 31 in the same di-
rection of movement as the wrapped praline F and the
progressive forced insertion of the terminal portion F1
between the tabs 31, as illustrated in figure 3. Once in-
sertion has been completed, the tabs 31, due to their
elasticity and/or the presence of the tear portions 33, ex-
ert on the portion F1 of the wrapped praline F a pushing
action crosswise to the axis 7a or to the direction of in-
sertion, generating between the tabs 31 and the wrapped
praline F and, in this specific case, between the tabs and
the paper case A, a friction component which, in the ab-
sence of external manual actions for extraction of the
wrapped praline F, retains said wrapped praline F inside
the seat 7, whatever the arrangement of the device 1 and
also when said device 1 is completely overturned. From
the above it appears evident that this mode of retention
slightly deforms only the bottom portion F1 of the
wrapped praline F and does not produce any deformation
of the remaining part of the wrapping and, in particular,
of the portion of said wrapping which protrudes outside
the plate portion 10 and which is, therefore, always visible
from the outside. In other words, the retention action in-
volves only the part of the wrapping housed inside the
shell 5 and never visible from the outside so that the
wrapped praline or its wrapping seen from the outside
always has the same characteristics in terms of aesthet-
ics and original form.
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[0026] Said retention condition remains until the
wrapped praline F is extracted by gripping it manually
and exerting on said wrapped praline F an action coun-
tering the friction component. In said condition, the ter-
minal portions of the tabs 31 slide in contact with the
terminal portion of the paper case A until the wrapped
praline F is released.

[0027] From the above itis evident that, also following
opening of the package 2 and/or removal of the sheet
packaging materials, the wrapped pralines F never au-
tonomously disengage the relative seats 7. In addition to
this, since the interference between tabs 31 and the
wrapped pralines is minimum, the tabs 31 do not damage
the wrapping of the wrapped pralines, preserving its aes-
thetic characteristics also after manual extraction of the
same from the packaging 2.

[0028] The embodiment illustrated in figure 4 relates
to a positioning and retaining device 40, which differs
from the device 1in some production details and in which
the parts common to the device 1 are indicated by the
same reference numbers as the corresponding parts of
device 1.

[0029] In the device 40, the openings 23 and 24 are
quadrangular, expediently rectangular, and for each
opening 23 there are two positioning tabs 26 facing each
other; again in the device 40, each crown 30 of tabs 31
comprises a pair of larger tabs 42 arranged facing each
other and of trapezoidal shape and, for each tab 26, a
pair of smaller tabs 43, again trapezoidal and arranged
on opposite lateral sides of the respective tab 26.
[0030] With reference to figures 6 and 7, during inser-
tion of the wrapped praline F, like the tabs 31, also the
tabs 42 and 43 rotate with respect to the respective plate
body 11 or elastically deform, thus pinching together the
terminal portion F1 of the wrapped praline F and retaining
it until the extraction action is exerted manually on the
wrapped praline.

[0031] From the above it appears evident that modifi-
cations and variations can be made to the devices 1 and
40 described.

[0032] In particular, the device 8 comprises the wrap-
ping or part of it, and could comprise a number of retaining
tabs 31, 42, 43 not only different from the one described
by way of example, but said retaining tabs could present
different forms and profiles from those indicated by way
of example and be distributed differently around the
wrapped praline, for example according to the shape of
the wrapped praline and/or its wrapping. In the specific
example described, the particular geometry of the retain-
ing tabs provides stable unvaried retention over time.
[0033] In addition, the retaining tabs could constitute
part of a retention unit distinct from the blanks 14, 15 and
coupled or connected with the blanks 14 and 15.
[0034] The geometry ofthe seats 7 and, consequently,
of the through holes 23 and 24, could be different from
that indicated.

[0035] Lastly, the mode of coupling of the blanks to
define a positioning and support shell which is as far as
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possible non-deformable, i.e. insensitive to the pushing
insertion action of the wrapped pralines F in the respec-
tive seats, but also to the extraction action of the wrapped
pralines from said seats, could be different from that de-
scribed. In this regard it should be noted that following
extraction of the wrapped pralines F, the retaining tabs
continue to remain connected to the portion 11, thus
avoiding the formation of loose portions in the packaging
2.

[0036] According to a variation not illustrated, on the
other hand, the retaining tabs are connected to the plate
portion 11 by means of a tear portion which defines an
area of breakage or separation of said retaining tabs as
soon as the manual action of extraction of the wrapped
praline is exerted from the outside.

Claims

1. Device (1);(40) for positioning and retaining pralines,
eachwrapped in awrapping surrounding atleast par-
tially said praline; the device comprising, for each
wrapped praline (F):

- the respective wrapping; said wrapping con-
sisting of a folded sheet and/or a paper case (A);
- arespective seat (7) housing said wrapped pra-
line (F); the wrapping and the relative praline
protruding outside of said seat (7); and

- releasable retaining means (8) keeping said
wrapped praline (F) within said seat (7) in an
extractable way;

the device further comprising:

- a first plate portion (10) and a second plate
portion (11) which overlap each other and are
transversally spaced apart from each other, and
- connection means (26,27) firmly connecting
said first and second plate portions (10)(11) to
each other;

said first plate portion (10) having, for each said seat
(7), afirst through opening (23) at least partly delim-
iting said seat (7), and crossed by said wrapped pra-
line (F); characterised in that said second plate por-
tion (11) has, for each said seat (7), a second through
opening (24) at least partly delimiting said seat (7),
and crossed by said wrapped praline (F), and in that
each of said wrapped praline protrudes outside of
the respective seat (7) beyond said first plate portion
(10) and through said first opening (23);

and in that each of said first openings (23) is an
opening with fixed dimension and each said second
through opening (24) is an opening with variable di-
mension;

said retaining means (8) comprising, for each said
seat (7), aplurality of yieldable independentretaining
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tabs (31); (42) (43) overhangingly protruding within
said seat (7) from said second plate portion (11) to
delimit said second opening (24) with variable di-
mension and to exercise respective pushing actions
against a terminal portion (F 1) of said wrapped pra-
line (F), such terminal portion (F1) extending through
said second opening (24) when the wrapped praline
(F) engages said seat (7); said pushing action gen-
erating friction between said retaining tabs
(31);(42)(43) and said wrapping to retain the
wrapped praline (F) inside said seat (7).

Device according to claim 1, characterized in that
said retaining means (8) further comprise an elastic
hinge (33) interposed between each of said retaining
tabs (31); (42) (43) and said second plate portion

(11).

Device according to claim 1, characterized in that
said retaining means (8) comprise, for each of said
retaining tabs (31); (42) (43), a respective tear por-
tion interposed between each of said retaining tabs
(31); (42) (43) and said second plate portion (11).

Device according to claim 1, characterized in that
said retaining tabs (31) form extensions of said sec-
ond plate portion (11) and are elastically deformable.

Device according to any one of the preceding claims,
characterized in that said retaining means (8) com-
prise a crown (30) of said retaining tabs (31); (42)
(43) delimiting said second opening (24).

Device according to claim 5, characterized in that
said retaining tabs (31);(42)(43) are tapered towards
a free terminal portion thereof.

Device according to claim 6, characterized in that
said retaining tabs (31) are delimited by at least one
curved outer edge.

Device according to any one of the preceding claims,
characterized in that said connection means com-
prise spacer tabs (26,27) for the relative positioning
of said plate portions, said spacer tabs (26,27) being
folded and firmly connected to each other.

Device according to claim 8, characterized in that
at least one of said positioning spacer tabs (26) is
connected to one (10) of said first and second plate
portions, passes through both said first and second
openings, and is firmly fixed to the other (11) of said
first and second plate portions.

Flat blanks assembly (14,15) made of paper material
for providing a positioning and retaining device (1),
having all fold lines, cutlines and tabs as in the device
claimed in claim 8; the assembly comprising a first

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

(14) and a second (15) flat blank which comprise,
for a same wrapped praline (F), a first (23) and a
second (24) through opening respectively; said first
through opening (23) being an opening with fixed
dimension and said second through opening (24) be-
ing an opening with variable dimension; said second
blank (15) comprising a plurality of overhanging re-
taining tabs (31); (42) (43) delimiting said second
opening (24); wherein said flat blanks (14,15) are
separated from each other, one or both said flat
blanks (14,15) comprising connecting means in form
of spacer tabs (26,27) for the relative positioning of
said flat blanks (14,15), said spacer tabs (26,27) be-
ing adapted to be folded and firmly connected to the
other blank.

Assembly according to claim 10, characterized in
that said second blank (15) comprises, for each of
the respective said second openings (24), a crown
(30) of said retaining tabs (31) ; (42) (43) .

Assembly according to claim 11, characterized in
that each of said second openings (24) is smaller in
size than the outer sizes of a portion (F1) of said
wrapped praline (F) adapted to cross, in use, the
second opening (24).

Assembly according to claim 11 or 12, character-
ized in that said retaining tabs (31);(42)(43) are ta-
pered towards the free end thereof.

Assembly according to one of the claims from 11 to
13, characterized in that said retaining tabs
(42)(43) are trapezoidal in shape and have straight
outer edges.

Assembly according to one of the claims from 11 to
13, characterized in that said retaining tabs (31)
are comma-shaped and have curved outer edges.

Assembly according to any one of the claims from
11 to 15, characterized in that said second blank
(15) comprises a tear portion for attaching each of
said retaining tabs (31); (42) (43); said tear portion
defining a virtual elastic hinge.

Assembly according to any one of the claims from
11 to 15, characterized in that said retaining tabs
(31); (42) (43) form an extension of a related plate
portion of said second blank (15).

Assembly according to any one of the claims from
11 to 15, characterized in that at least one of said
spacer tabs (26) extends within said first opening
(23) and at least one of said spacer tabs extends
within said second opening.
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Patentanspriiche

1.

Vorrichtung (1, 40) zum Positionieren und Halten von
Pralinen, jede in ein Wickelelement gewickelt, das
die Praline zumindest teilweise umgibt, wobei die
Vorrichtung fiir jede eingewickelte Praline (F) auf-
weist:

das entsprechende Wickelelement, wobei das
Wickelelement ein gefaltetes Blatt und/oder ei-
ne Papierhiille (A) umfasst,

einen entsprechenden Sitz (7), der die eingewi-
ckelte Praline (F) aufnimmt, wobei das Wickel-
elementund die entsprechende Praline zum Au-
Reren des Sitzes (7) vorstehen, und
einldsbares Haltemittel (8), das die eingewickel-
te Praline F in herausnehmbarer Weise im Sitz
(7) halt, wobei die Vorrichtung ferner aufweist:

einen ersten Plattenabschnitt (10) und ei-
nen zweiten Plattenabschnitt (11), die ein-
ander Uberlappen und transversal vonein-
ander beabstandet sind, und

ein Verbindungsmittel (26, 27), das die ers-
ten und zweiten Plattenabschnitte (10, 11)
fest miteinander verbindet,

wobei der erste Plattenabschnitt (10) fir jeden
Sitz (7) eine erste Durchgangsoéffnung (23) auf-
weist, die den Sitz (7) zumindest teilweise be-
grenzt, und durch die eingewickelte Praline (F)
durchquert wird,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass

der zweite Plattenabschnitt (11) fir jeden Sitz
(7) eine zweite Durchgangséffnung (24) auf-
weist, die den Sitz (7) zumindest teilweise be-
grenzt und durch die eingewickelte Praline (F)
durchquert wird, und dadurch, dass jede der ein-
gewickelten Pralinen auBerhalb des entspre-
chenden Sitzes (7) jenseits des ersten Platten-
abschnitts (10) und durch die erste Offnung (23)
vorsteht,

und dadurch, dass jede der ersten Offnungen
(23) eine Offnung mit einer festen Dimension ist
und jede der zweiten Durchgangsoéffnungen
(24) eine Offnung mit einer variablen Dimension
ist,

wobei das Haltemittel (8) fir jeden der Sitze (7)
eine Vielzahl von nachgiebigen, unabhangigen
Haltelaschen (31, 42, 43) aufweist, die iberhan-
gend im Sitz (7) vom zweiten Plattenabschnitt
(11) vorstehen, um die zweite Offnung (24) mit
einer variablen Dimension zu begrenzen, und
entsprechende Druckbetétigungen gegen einen
Endabschnitt (F1) der eingewickelten Praline
(F) durchzufiihren, wobei sich ein solcher En-
dabschnitt (F1) durch die zweite Offnung (24)
erstreckt, wenn die eingewickelte Praline (F) in
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10.

den Sitz (7) eingreift, wobei die Druckbetatigung
eine Reibung zwischen den Haltelaschen (31,
42, 43) und dem Wickelelement erzeugt, um die
eingewickelte Praline (F) im Sitz (7) zu halten.

Vorrichtung gemaR Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass das Haltemittel (8) ferner ein elasti-
sches Gelenk (33) aufweist, das zwischen jeder der
Haltelaschen (31, 42, 43) und dem zweiten Platten-
abschnitt (11) eingefligt ist.

Vorrichtung gemaR Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass das Haltemittel (8) fur jede der Hal-
telaschen (31,42, 43) einen entsprechenden Zugab-
schnitt aufweist, der zwischen jeder der Haltela-
schen (31, 42, 43) und dem zweiten Plattenabschnitt
(11) eingeflgt ist.

Vorrichtung gemaR Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Haltelaschen (31) Verlangerun-
gen des zweiten Plattenabschnitts (11) ausbilden
und elastisch verformbar sind.

Vorrichtung gemaR einem der vorangegangenen
Anspriiche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das
Haltemittel (8) einen Kranz (30) der Haltelaschen
(31, 42, 43) aufweist, die die zweite Offnung (24)
begrenzen.

Vorrichtung gemaR Anspruch 5, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Haltelaschen (31, 42, 43) zum
freien Endabschnitt hiervon verjiingt sind.

Vorrichtung gemaR Anspruch 6, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Haltelaschen (31) durch zumin-
dest eine gekrimmte AuRRenkante begrenzt sind.

Vorrichtung gemaR einem der vorangegangenen
Anspriiche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das
Verbindungsmittel Abstandslaschen (26, 27) fir das
relative Positionieren der Plattenabschnitte auf-
weist, wobei die Abstandslaschen (26, 27) gefaltet
und fest miteinander verbunden sind.

Vorrichtung gemaR Anspruch 8, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass zumindest eine der Positionierab-
standslaschen (26) mit einer (10) des ersten und
zweiten Plattenabschnitts verbunden ist, durch die
erste und zweite Offnung gelangt und am anderen
(11) des ersten und zweiten Plattenabschnitts fest
befestigt ist.

Anordnung flacher Formstiicke (14, 15), die aus ei-
nem Papiermaterial gefertigt sind, zum Bereitstellen
einer Positionier- und Haltevorrichtung (1), die alle
Faltlinien, Schnittlinien und Laschen wie in derin An-
spruch 8 beanspruchten Vorrichtung aufweist, wobei
die Anordnung ein erstes (14) und ein zweites (15)
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flaches Formstiick umfasst, die fir die gleiche ein-
gewickelte Praline (F) entsprechend eine erste (23)
und eine zweite (24) Durchgangsoffnung aufweisen,
wobei die erste Durchgangséffnung (23) eine Off-
nung mit einer festen Dimension und die zweite
Durchgangséffnung (24) eine Offnung mit einer va-
riablen Dimension ist, wobei das zweite Formstlick
(15) eine Vielzahl von Giberhdngenden Haltelaschen
(31, 42, 43) aufweist, die die zweite Offnung (24)
begrenzen, wobei die flachen Formstiicke (14, 15)
voneinander getrennt sind, wobei ein oder beide fla-
chen Formstiicke ein Verbindungsmittel in der Ge-
staltvon Abstandslaschen (26, 27) zum relativen Po-
sitionieren der flachen Formstiicke (14, 15) aufwei-
sen, wobei die Abstandslaschen (26, 27) eingerich-
tetsind, gefaltet und fest mitdem anderen Formstiick
verbunden zu werden.

Anordnung gemaf Anspruch 10, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass das zweite Formstiick (15) fur jede
der entsprechenden zweiten Offnungen (24) einen
Kranz (30) der Haltelaschen (31, 42, 43) aufweist.

Anordnung gemaf Anspruch 11, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass jede der zweiten Offnungen (24) klei-
ner dimensioniert ist als die Aulengréf3en eines Ab-
schnitts (F1) der eingewickelten Praline (F), die ein-
gerichtetist, bei Verwendung die zweite Offnung (25)
zu durchqueren.

Anordnung gemaf Anspruch 11 oder 12, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass die Haltelaschen (31, 42,
43) sich zum freien Ende hiervon verjiingen.

Anordnung gemaf einem der Anspriiche 11-13, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass die Haltelaschen (42,
43) trapezférmig sind und gerade AuRenkanten auf-
weisen.

Anordnung gemaf einem der Anspriiche 11-13, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass die Haltelaschen (31)
kommaférmig sind und gekrimmte AufRenkanten
aufweisen.

Anordnung gemaf einem der Anspriiche 11-15, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass das zweite Form-
stiick (15) einen Schlitzabschnitt zum Anbringen je-
der der Haltelaschen (31, 42, 43) aufweist, wobei
der Schlitzabschnitt ein virtuelles elastisches Gelenk
definiert.

Anordnung gemaf einem der Anspriiche 11-15, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass die Haltelaschen (31,
42, 43) eine Verlangerung eines zugehdorigen Plat-
tenabschnitts des zweiten Formstiicks (15) ausbil-
den.

Anordnung gemaf einem der Anspriiche 11-15, da-
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durch gekennzeichnet, dass sich zumindest eine
der Abstandslaschen (26) in der ersten Offnung (23)
erstreckt und sich zumindest eine der Abstandsla-
schen in der zweiten Offnung erstreckt.

Revendications

Dispositif (1) ; (40) pour positionner et retenir des
pralines, chacune étant emballée dans au moins un
emballage entourant, au moins en partie, ladite
praline ; le dispositif comprenant, pour chaque pra-
line emballée (F) :

- l'emballage respectif ; ledit emballage consis-
tant en une feuille pliée et/ou une caissette en
papier (A) ;

- un siege respectif (7) logeant ladite praline em-
ballée (F) ; I'emballage etla praline associée fai-
sant saillie hors dudit siege (7) ; et

- des moyens de retenue libérables (8) gardant
ladite praline emballée (F) au sein dudit siege
(7) de maniére a ce qu’elle puisse en étre
extraite ;

le dispositif comprenant, en outre :

-une premiére partie plaque (10) etune seconde
partie plaque (11) qui se chevauchent et sont
espacées transversalement 'une de l'autre, et
- des moyens de connexion (26, 27) reliant so-
lidement lesdites premiére et seconde parties
plaques (10, 11) I'une a l'autre ;

ladite premiére partie plaque (10) comportant, pour
chaquedit siege (7), une premiére ouverture traver-
sante (23) délimitant, au moins en partie, ledit siege
(7), et traversée par ladite praline emballée (F) ;
caractérisé en ce que ladite seconde partie plaque
(11) comporte, pour chaquedit siege (7), une secon-
de ouverture traversante (24) délimitant, au moins
en partie, ledit siege (7), et traversée par ladite pra-
line emballée (F), et en ce que chaquedite praline
emballée fait saillie vers I'extérieur du sieége (7) res-
pectif au-dela de ladite premiére partie plaque (10)
et par ladite premiére ouverture (23) ;

eten ce que chacune desdites premiéres ouvertures
(23) est une ouverture de dimension fixe et chaque-
dite seconde ouverture traversante (24) est une
ouverture de dimension variable ;

lesdits moyens de retenue (8) comprenant, pour cha-
quedit siege (7), une pluralité de pattes de retenue
indépendantes flexibles (31); (42), (43) faisant
saillie en surplomb au sein dudit siege (7) a partir de
ladite seconde partie plaque (11) afin de délimiter
ladite seconde ouverture (24) de dimension variable
et d’exercer des actions de poussée respectives
contre une partie terminale (F 1) de ladite praline em-
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ballée (F), cette partie terminale (F1) s’étendant par
ladite seconde ouverture (24) lorsque la praline em-
ballée (F) engage ledit siege (7) ; ladite action de
poussée produisant une friction entre lesdites pattes
de retenue (31) ; (42), (43) et ledit emballage pour
retenir la praline emballée (F) a l'intérieur dudit siege

).

Dispositif selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en
ce que lesdits moyens de retenue (8) comprennent,
enoutre, une charniére élastique (33) disposée entre
chacune desdites pattes de retenue (31) ; (42), (43)
et ladite seconde partie plaque (11).

Dispositif selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en
ce que lesdits moyens de retenue (8) comprennent,
pour chacune desdites pattes de retenue (31) ; (42),
(43), une partie de déchirage respective disposée
entre chacune desdites pattes de retenue (31) ; (42),
(43) et ladite seconde partie plaque (11).

Dispositif selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en
ce que lesdites pattes de retenue (31) forment des
extensions de ladite seconde partie plaque (11) et
sont déformables élastiquement.

Dispositif selon 'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que lesdits moyens
de retenue (8) comprennent une couronne (30) des-
dites pattes de retenue (31) ; (42), (43) délimitant
ladite seconde ouverture (24).

Dispositif selon la revendication 5, caractérisé en
ce que lesdites pattes de retenue (31) ; (42), (43)
vont en se rétrécissant en direction de leur partie
terminale libre.

Dispositif selon la revendication 6, caractérisé en
ce que lesdites pattes de retenue (31) sont délimi-
tées par au moins un bord externe incurvé.

Dispositif selon 'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que lesdits moyens
de connexion comprennent des pattes d’écartement
(26, 27) pour le positionnement, 'une par rapport a
lautre, desdites parties plaques, lesdites pattes
d’écartement (26, 27) étant pliées et solidement re-
lies I'une a l'autre.

Dispositif selon la revendication 8, caractérisé en
ce qu’au moins I'une desdites pattes d’écartement
(26) pour le positionnement est reliée a I'une (10)
desdites premiére et seconde parties plaques (10,
11), passe par lesdites premiere et seconde ouver-
tures, et est solidement fixée a I'autre (11) desdites
premiére et seconde parties plaques.

10. Ensemble d’ébauches plates (14, 15) constituées de
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1.
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13.

14.
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16.

matériau de papier pour obtenir un dispositif de po-
sitionnement et de retenue (1), comportant toutes
les lignes de pliage, lignes de découpe, et pattes
telles que dans le dispositif selon la revendication
8 ; 'ensemble comprenant des premiere (14) et se-
conde (15) ébauches plates qui comprennent, pour
une méme praline emballée (F), une premiére (23)
et une seconde (24) ouverture traversante,
respectivement ; ladite premiére ouverture traver-
sante (23) étant une ouverture de dimension fixe et
ladite seconde ouverture traversante (24) étant une
ouverture de dimension variable ; ladite seconde
ébauche (15) comprenant une pluralité de pattes de
retenue en surplomb (31) ; (42), (43) délimitant ladite
seconde ouverture (24) ; lesdites ébauches plates
(14, 15) étant séparées l'une de l'autre, 'une desdi-
tes ébauches plates (14, 15), ou les deux, compre-
nant des moyens de connexion sous la forme de
pattes d’écartement (26, 27) pour le positionnement,
I'une par rapport a I'autre, desdites ébauches plates
(14, 15), lesdites pattes d’écartement (26, 27) étant
aptes a étre pliées et solidement reliées a l'autre
ébauche.

Ensemble selon la revendication 10, caractérisé en
ce que ladite seconde ébauche (15) comprend, pour
chacune desdites secondes ouvertures (24) respec-
tives, une couronne (30) desdites pattes de retenue
(31); (42), (43).

Ensemble selon la revendication 11, caractérisé en
ce que chacune desdites secondes ouvertures (24)
a une dimension inférieure aux dimensions externes
d’une partie (F1) de ladite praline emballée (F) apte
atraverser, a l'utilisation, la seconde ouverture (24).

Ensemble selon la revendication 11 ou 12, caracté-
risé en ce que lesdites pattes de retenue (31) ; (42),
(43) vonten se rétrécissant en direction de leur partie
terminale libre.

Ensemble selon I'une des revendications 11 a 13,
caractérisé en ce que lesdites pattes de retenue
(42), (43) ont une forme trapézoidale et comportent
des bords externes rectilignes.

Ensemble selon I'une des revendications 11 a 13,
caractérisé en ce que lesdites pattes de retenue
(31) ont une forme de virgule et comportent des
bords externes incurvés.

Ensemble selon 'une quelconque des revendica-
tions 11 a 15, caractérisé en ce que ladite seconde
ébauche (15) comprend une partie de déchirage
pour fixer chacune desdites pattes de retenue (31) ;
(42), (43), ladite partie de déchirage définissant une
charniére élastique virtuelle.
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Ensemble selon I'une quelconque des revendica-
tions 11 a 15, caractérisé en ce que lesdites pattes
de retenue (31) ; (42), (43) forment une extension
d’'une partie plaque associée de ladite seconde
ébauche (15).

Ensemble selon l'une quelconque des revendica-
tions 11 a 15, caractérisé en ce qu’au moins l'une
desdites pattes d’écartement (26) s’étend au sein de
ladite premiére ouverture (23) et au moins l'une des-
dites pattes d’écartement s’étend au sein de ladite
seconde ouverture.
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