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(57) Abstract: The presented certified email system provides a time
stamp upon receiving an email addressed to at least one recipient ad-
dress and to the time-stamping system address (TCC:Address),
where the email to the time-stamping system is a solicitation for a
time stamp. Generally a demanding party receives the email; gener-
ates a unique HASH; digitally signs the unique HASH; and sends
the signed HASH and a time-stamp request call to a web services
time-stamp conduit (WSTC). The WSTC receives the request and
signed HASH from the demanding party and obtains a time stamp.
The WSTC sends the time stamp back to the demanding party,
which sends a time-stamp notification to the original sender of the
email and, optionally, the recipient (s) of the email. An administra-
tion console provides integrated detailed, pass-through billing sys-
tem, keyword search, a multi-party content management system, and
convenient web-based automated verification (file or HASH).
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Y US 2008-0022097 Al (ELIOT C. GILLUM) 24 January 2008 30-41
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See the abstract, claims 1-12.
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Group [, claims 1-6, 7 are directed to a method and a computer-readable medium for providing a time stamp. Group II, claims
8-11 are directed to another method. Group III, claims 12-17 are directed to other method. Group IV, claims 18-29 are directed
to other method. Group V, claims 30-33 are directed to other method. Group VI, claims 34-41 are directed to a certified email
system. Group VII, claims 42-47 are directed to another system. Group VIII, claims 48-52 are directed to other system.

The single general concept linking Groups I-VIII together is a system comprising a time stamp.
This common concept is, however, described in US2005/0021571 A1, 27 Jan. 2005 (SIMON J. EAST) and, therefore, does not
represent any contribution over the prior art.

1. Alslall required addtional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.

3. l:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. l:l No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.
The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.
& No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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