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@ Threaded closure with integral sealing means.

@ A linerless closure (10) for use on a bottle (12)
or other container, having a threaded neck (15), has
a cylindrical sidewall (25), with mating threads (27),
and a top (26). An integral sealing ring (29), includ-
ing a continuous flexible central member (31), is
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mounted below the top. Threading movement be-
tween the closure and the container positions the
central member between the neck and the top to
form a continuous seal.
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of flling more than ten claims.

D All claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has been
drawn up for all claims.

D Only part of the claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have been paid,

namely claims:

D No claims fees have been pald within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has been
drawn up for the first ten claims.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent appiication does not comply with the requirement of unity ot
invention and relates to several Inventions or groups of inventions,

namely:
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D Only part of the further search fees have besn paid within the fixed time iimit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the Inventions in
respect of which search fees have been paid,

namely claims:

None of the further search fees has been pald within the fixed time limit. The present European search report
has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention first

mentioned [n the claims,

namely claims: 1 ’ 2-7 , 10
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Searcn Qivision considers that ths presant Eucopean patent application does not comptly with the requirement ot urnuty of
invention and relates to several Inventions or groups of Inventions,
namely:

1. Claims 1,2-7,10

2. Claims 8,9

The claims prasent two inventive concepts (subjects), linked
by claim 1:

1) meansz for forming a continuous s=al between a llngrless
closure and threaded containzr in the form of a sealing
PirnGeaesses: Claims 2=7, 10,

) means for retarding deflection of the top wall of =
limerless closure.....2 Claims 8;9.

A search of the prior art haz revealad WO 89/12584, which
anticipates a clesure of the type disclosed in claim 1. =
claim 1 can nolonger be considered novel; there is no
further limk betwesrn the two inventive concepis - lack of
unity of invention A FOETERIORI.

The sgarch has been complated for claim 1 and the first
inveritive concept,
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