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Us) A drapery carrier has a generally rectangular retaining plate.

Correspondence Address: The width of the retaining plate is sufficiently narrow (e.g.,

FROS"P} BROWN TODi) LLC about %4 inch), in the dimension perpendicular to longitu-

2200 PNC CENTER 201’ E. FIFTH STREET dinal axis of the carrier, so that it can be inserted through the

CINCINNATL OH 4’5202 ) horizontal slot in a drapery traverse rod when the carrier is

? aligned with its longitudinal axis parallel to the horizontal

. slot in the traverse rod. The length of the retaining plate is

(21) Appl. No: 11/548,475 sufficiently long (e.g., about Y2 inch) and rounded on the

- ends so that it prevents the carrier from falling out of the

(22) Filed: Oct. 11, 2006 traverse rod when the carrier hangs vertically to carry a wire

.. . . hook supporting a drapery pleat. The carrier may be made of

Publication Classification cast rigid plastic with an eye to receive a wire drapery hook.

(51) Int. CL The retaining plate is attached to the base of the carrier by

A47H 15/00 (2006.01) a generally cylindrical slider.
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DRAPERY CARRIER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] Conventional drapery carriers (sometimes also
referred to as “slides”) include plastic pieces on which
pinch-pleated drapery is suspended by wire hooks. The
carriers are pulled along a traverse-rod mounted horizontally
above the window or doorway as the drapery is opened or
closed by draw cords. Typically, each pleat of the drapery is
suspended on a separate carrier. When the eye of the carrier,
in which the wire hook is attached, breaks, the section of the
drape previously supported by that carrier may hang down
in an unsightly fashion, and the broken carrier may need to
be replaced.

[0002] Conventional designs for a drapery carrier include
a circular retaining plate that does not permit a new carrier
to be inserted into the traverse-rod at the specific position
along the rod where the broken carrier needs to be replaced.
An exemplary conventional drapery carrier (10) is shown in
FIG. 4, and comprises a slider (20), a generally circular
retaining plate (20), a cylindrical post member (30), and an
eye (40). Often, when a carrier (10) breaks, the traverse-rod
must be opened from an end; and such plastic carriers (10)
must be removed one-by-one until the broken carrier (not
shown) is reached. The broken carrier is removed, and a new
carrier (10) is inserted, at the end of the traverse-rod. The
remaining carriers (10) must then be reinserted in the
traverse-rod one-by-one; and the draw-cord pulleys rein-
stalled at the end of the traverse-rod. Replacement of a
broken drapery carrier may ultimately be a difficult, frus-
trating, time consuming, and sometimes dangerous task
requiring standing on a chair or a ladder.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0003] Embodiments of the present invention comprise a
rigid plastic pinch-pleated drapery carrier that can be
installed easily in a traverse-rod to replace a broken carrier.
In the design of the present example the retaining plate is
generally rectangular rather than generally circular and of a
relatively narrow width (e.g., about V4 inch), so that it can be
inserted into the longitudinal slot in the traverse-rod gener-
ally at the point of the broken carrier without having to
disassemble the suspension system to get to the point of the
broken carrier. The broken carrier need not necessarily be
removed and may be left to slide along the traverse-rod
without interfering with the movement of the drapery as it is
opened and closed. Embodiments of the drapery carrier may
also be used for all the carriers in the initial installation of
a drapery so that broken carriers may be easily removed if
they ever need to be replaced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0004] While the specification concludes with claims
which particularly point out and distinctly claim the inven-
tion, it is believed the present invention will be better
understood from the following description of certain
examples taken in conjunction with the accompanying draw-
ings, in which like reference numerals identify the same
elements and in which:

[0005] FIG. 1 depicts a plan view of an exemplary
embodiment of the drapery carrier of the present invention;
[0006] FIG. 2 depicts a cross-sectional view of the drapery
carrier of FIG. 1, taken along line 2-2 of FIG. 1;
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[0007] FIG. 3 depicts a cross-sectional view of the drapery
carrier of FIG. 1, taken along line 3-3 of FIG. 1;

[0008] FIG. 4 depicts a plan view of a prior art drapery
carrier;
[0009] FIG. 5 depicts a plan view of the drapery carrier of

FIG. 1 in parallel engagement with an exemplary traverse-
rod; and

[0010] FIG. 6 depicts a cross-sectional view of the drapery
carrier of FIG. 1 in perpendicular engagement with an
exemplary traverse-rod.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0011] The following description of certain examples of
the invention should not be used to limit the scope of the
present invention. Other examples, features, aspects,
embodiments, and advantages of the invention will become
apparent to those skilled in the art from the following
description, which is by way of illustration, one of the best
modes contemplated for carrying out the invention. As will
be realized, the invention is capable of other different and
obvious aspects, all without departing from the invention.
Accordingly, the drawings and descriptions should be
regarded as illustrative in nature and not restrictive.

[0012] In the present example, and as shown in FIGS. 1-3
and 5-6, a drapery carrier (1) comprises a post member (3)
having a generally rectangular retaining plate (2). The
carrier (1) also comprises an eye (4) for receiving a hook
member (not shown) of a drape (not shown). As shown in
FIGS. 3 and 6, the bottom of the carrier (1) is curved or
bowed so that the weight of drapery suspended from eye (4)
is approximately directly beneath the post member (3). As
shown in FIG. 6, the carrier (1) is configured to hang
vertically and slide smoothly back and forth in a traverse-rod
).

[0013] By way of example only, the carrier (1) may be
used to hold a pinch-pleated drape or curtain relative to a
traverse-rod (5). The carrier (1) of the present example is
further configured to slide along a slot (6) of the traverse-rod
(5), such as for opening and closing of a drape. In one
embodiment, the slot (6) of a traverse-rod (5) is about %2
inch wide, and the traverse-rod is secured to a wall. The
traverse-rod (5) is configured to carry a plurality of carriers
(1) and cord and pulleys (not shown) for opening and closing
drapery. The upper and lower ends of the retaining plate (2)
are rounded so that the carrier (1) may rotate as it is drawn
back and forth in the traverse-rod (5) as the drapery is
opened and closed. Thus, the carrier (1) may rotate up to
ninety degrees without falling out of the traverse-rod (5).
Other suitable configurations and uses for carrier (1) and
traverse-rod (5) will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in
the art.

[0014] The retaining plate (2) of the present example is
sufficiently narrow (e.g., about %4 inch) that it can be inserted
into a slot (6) of a traverse-rod (5) at the point where a
broken carrier (1) needs to be replaced. To install the carrier
(1) of the present example, and as shown in FIG. 5, the
carrier (1) is rotated until its longitudinal axis is approxi-
mately aligned with the slot (6) in the traverse-rod (5). The
retaining plate (2) and post member (3) are then inserted
through the slot (6) of the traverse-rod (5). Such insertion is
provided by movement in a direction generally perpendicu-
lar to the traverse-rod (5), instead of by movement in a
direction generally parallel with the traverse-rod (5) as is
typically necessary with a conventional carrier (10). The
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insertion of carrier (1) may thus be referred to as a “per-
pendicular insertion” (though longitudinal axis of the carrier
(1) may be oriented parallel to the slot (6) of the traverse-rod
(5) during the act of insertion). The carrier (1) is then rotated
so that it hangs downward and the post member (3) is
slidable along the slot (6) in the traverse-rod (5), such as is
shown in FIG. 6, ready to receive a drapery hanger hook.
[0015] As used herein to describe the configuration of the
retaining plate (2), the term “generally rectangular” is
intended to include configurations where the height of the
retaining plate (2) is greater than the width of the retaining
plate. As shown, the generally rectangular retaining plate (2)
has substantially straight vertical sides that provide a height
that is greater than the width provided by the generally
curved horizontal sides of the retaining plate (2). However,
it will be appreciated that an elliptical-shaped retaining plate
(2) may also be considered “generally rectangular” as
defined herein, as may retaining plates (2) having other
shapes. Preferably, however, the generally rectangular
retaining plate (2) will have a width dimensioned to permit
the retaining plate (2) to be inserted through the slot (6) of
a traverse-rod (5) when the retaining plate (2) is at a first
orientation (e.g., horizontal), and a height dimensioned to
permit the retaining plate (2) to be slidably secured relative
to the traverse-rod (5) when the retaining plate (2) is at a
second orientation (e.g., vertical).

[0016] The improved carrier (1) of the present example
may also be used for the initial installation of drapes. The
carrier (1) may have the same overall dimensions as con-
ventional carriers (10). By way of example only, a carrier (1)
may be about 134 inches long and about % inch wide at it’s
widest point. The plate (2) may be about %4 inch long and
about %4 inch wide, and rounded at the top and bottom. The
post member (3) may be about ¥1s inch thick and have a
diameter of about 742 inch. Eye (4) may have a diameter of
about %6 inch. The carrier (1) may be produced using
conventional rigid-plastic materials and casting techniques.
Of course, it will be appreciated that any other suitable
dimensions, configurations, materials, and methods of pro-
duction may be used.

[0017] Having shown and described various embodiments
of the present invention, further adaptations of the methods
and systems described herein may be accomplished by
appropriate modifications by one of ordinary skill in the art
without departing from the scope of the present invention.
Several of such potential modifications have been men-
tioned, and others will be apparent to those skilled in the art.
For instance, the examples, embodiments, geometries, mate-
rials, dimensions, ratios, steps, and the like discussed above
are illustrative and are not required. Accordingly, the scope
of the present invention should be considered in terms of the
following claims and is understood not to be limited to the
details of structure and operation shown and described in the
specification and drawings.

What is claimed is:

1. A drapery carrier, comprising:

(a) an upright member;

(b) a post member extending generally perpendicularly
from the upright member; and

(c) a retaining plate positioned on the post member,
wherein the retaining plate is generally rectangular,
wherein the retaining plate is configured to be perpen-
dicularly inserted through a slot in a traverse-rod when
the upright member is oriented generally horizontally.
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2. The drapery carrier of claim 1, wherein the upright
member has an eye configured to receive a hook member.

3. The drapery carrier of claim 1, wherein the upright
member has a generally bowed lower portion.

4. The drapery carrier of claim 1, wherein the retaining
plate has a pair of substantially straight vertical sides.

5. The drapery carrier of claim 4, wherein the retaining
plate has a pair of generally curved horizontal sides.

6. The drapery carrier of claim 1, wherein the retaining
plate is about %4 inch wide and about /2 inch long.

7. The drapery carrier of claim 1, wherein the drapery
carrier is formed of plastic.

8. The drapery carrier of claim 7, wherein the plastic is cast.

9. The drapery carrier of claim 1, wherein the retaining
plate is oriented generally parallel with the upright member.

10. The drapery carrier of claim 1, wherein the retaining
plate is configured to slidably retain the drapery carrier rela-
tive to a traverse-rod when the upright member is oriented
generally vertically.

11. A drapery carrier system, comprising:

(a) atraverse-rod, wherein the traverse-rod has a horizontal
slot, wherein the traverse-rod is configured to receive a
plurality of drapery carriers; and

(b) a drapery carrier, wherein the drapery carrier com-
prises:

(1) an upright member,

(i) a post member extending generally perpendicularly
from the upright member, and

(iii) a retaining plate positioned on the post member,
wherein the retaining plate is generally rectangular,
wherein the retaining plate is configured to be perpen-
dicularly inserted through the horizontal slot of the
traverse-rod when the upright member is oriented
generally horizontally.

12. The drapery carrier system of claim 11, wherein the
horizontal slot has a height, wherein the retaining plate has a
width, wherein the width of the retaining plate is less than the
height of the horizontal slot.

13. The drapery carrier system of claim 12, wherein the
retaining plate has a height, wherein the height of the retain-
ing plate is greater than the height of the slot.

14. A method of hanging a drapery carrier, the method
comprising:

(a) providing a horizontal traverse-rod, wherein the
traverse-rod has a horizontal slot, wherein the traverse-
rod is configured to receive a plurality of drapery carri-
ers;

(b) providing a drapery carrier, wherein the drapery carrier
comprises:

(1) an upright member,

(i) a post member extending generally perpendicularly
from the upright member, and

(iii) a retaining plate positioned on the post member,
wherein the retaining plate is generally rectangular,
wherein the retaining plate is configured to be perpen-
dicularly inserted through the horizontal slot of the
traverse-rod when the upright member is oriented
generally horizontally;

(c) orienting the drapery carrier such that the upright mem-
ber is oriented generally horizontally;

(d) perpendicularly inserting the retaining plate into the
horizontal slot of the traverse-rod; and

(e) orienting the drapery carrier such that the upright mem-
ber is oriented generally vertically.
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3
15. The method of claim 14, the method further comprising 17. The method of claim 14, wherein the method is per-
removing a damaged drapery carrier from the traverse-rod. formed on a traverse-rod having no drapery carriers before the
16. The method of claim 15, wherein the act of removing a method is performed.

damaged drapery carrier comprises sliding the damaged
drapery carrier out of an end of the traverse-rod. ok ow R



