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1 Claima. (C. 206-47) 

The present invention relates to a unitized stamp set, 
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having a plurality of stamps which are housed in a single 10 
container in readiness for immediate usage when the lid 
of the container is removed. 
One of the objects of the invention is to provide a 

unitized stamp set, in which each stamp, regardless of 
its size or the color of ink with which it is used, is ready 
at all times for immediate stamping usage. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a unitized 

stamp set which may be easily carried from one working 
location to another, without inconvenience or loss of time 
or loss of efficiency. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a unit 

ized stamp set having stamps which are particularly well 
adapted for hand gripping and which, by virtue of the 
construction of both the holder for the stamps and the 
stamps themselves, involves substantially no risk of get 
ting ink on the fingers of the user. 
The objects and advantages of the invention will be 

more fully understood from the following description 
considered in conjunction with the accompanying draw 
ings, wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the stamp set when 

the 1id is closed; 
FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the stamp set when 

the lid is open and the set is ready for use; 
FIGURE 3 is a top plan view of the box; 
FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary vertical cross sectional 

view taken on the line 4-4 of FIGURE 2; and 
FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of a typical stamp. 
Referring now to the drawings, the stamp holder which 

is generally indicated by the reference numeral 10, in 
cludes a box 11 and a lid 5. The box 1 is preferably 
integrally made of plastic material, and includes a hori 
Zontal bottom wall 12 as well as upstanding end and 
inside walls of which the wall 13 is typical. The box 
1 also includes several divider walls 14, which rise 
vertically from the bottom wall 12 to the same height 
as the end and side walls 13. In this manner, the box 
11 provides a plurality of separate compartments which 
are elongated and of substantially rectangular configura 
tion. It is also preferred to include in the box one di 
vider wall 4b which runs transversely, as shown in 
FIGURE 3, although all the other walls 14 run longi 
tudinally of the box. The purpose of divider wall 14b 
is to create a special compartment of approximately 
square configuration in which the two stamps 21a and 
21b are received (see FIGURE 3). 
Each of the separate compartments of the box con 

tains a separate flexible ink reservoir pad, disposed in 
the bottom of the compartment, of which the pads 30 and 
31, shown in FIGURE 4, are typical. 
As seen in FIGURES 2 and 3, the stamp set of the 

present invention includes a number of stamps of differ 
ent sizes. That is to say, the stamps are all of the same 
vertical dimension, but differ in so far as the length 
and width of their printing portions are concerned. As 
shown in FIGURE 3, the two largest stamps 21a and 
21b occupy a substantially square compartment; the next 
group of stamps which are of lesser width, include the 
stamps 22a, 22b and 22c, which occupy a single elon 
gated compartment; and stamps 22d, 22e, and 22f, which 
occupy another elongated compartment. 

All of the other compartments of the box 11 are 
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narrower, and will not accept any of the stamps 21 or 
22. This feature of the present invention is particularly 
significant since it is preferred to use one special color 
of ink in the ink reservoir pad for the stamps 21, and 
another special color of ink in the ink reservoir pad for 
the stamps 22. The stamps 21 are too wide to be re 
ceived in the compartments for the stamps 22; and the 
Stamps 22 are too wide to be received in any of the 
remaining compartments of the box. 
The stamp set also includes narrow stamp 23a to 

23i, inclusive, and 24a to 24l, inclusive. The stamps 23 
and stamps 24 are of the same width, but stamps 24 are 
shorter in length than the stamps 23. 

Reference is now made to FIGURES 4 and 5, illus 
trating the structure of a typical stamp 22d. The stamp 
is preferably of hollow plastic construction, and has end 
Walls 35 and 36, which are relatively wider at the bot 
ton and relatively narrower at the top. The top por 
tion of end wall 35 is designated as 39, while the top 
portion of end wall 36 is designated as 41. A flat top 
plate 40 extends between the end walls 35 and 36, be 
ing spaced a short distance below the top extremities 39 
and 41 of those end walls. It is, therefore, convenient 
to place on the top plate 40 a sticker on which 
the printed material, carried by the stamp, is written, i.e., 
the label for the particular stamp. 
The stamp 22d also includes a pair of vertically cor 

rulgated wall portions 42, which extend vertically down 
Ward from the edges of the top plate 40. Side walls 37 
and 38 (see FIGURE 4) extend between the lower ex 
tremities of the end walls 35 and 36. Since the end walls 
become narrower at their tops, these side walls 37 and 
38 slope inwardly as they extend upwardly, see FIGURE 
4. But the corrugated wall sections 42 extend vertically 
downward from the top plate 46, rather than being sloped 
outwardly, hence the lower ends of the corrugated walls 
42 are set inwardly from the respective side walls 37 and 
38. The Structure of the stamp, therefore, provides a 
recess on each side, for finger gripping purposes, as is 
clearly illustrated by the position of the finger shown in 
dotted lines in FIGURE 4. 

In accordance with the present invention, it is signif 
icant that, in the non-depressed condition of the ink reser 
voir pads (see FIGURE 4), the side walls 37 and 38 of 
the stamp extend significantly higher than the tops of the 
end walls and side walls 13 of the box 11 and also than 
the tops of the divider walls 14. In this manner, the user 
of the stamps may conveniently grip the holding portion 
of the stamp, without any risk of dirtying his fingers on 
the ink pad. If the stamp is depressed downwardly against 
the ink pad for better inking, the fingers are still protected 
because the space between the divider walls 4 is too 
small to allow for the passage of the fingers along with 
the movement of the stamp. Therefore, the user is well 
protected from getting ink on his fingers. 
As shown in FIGURE 4, the operative portion of the 

stamp 22d includes a bottom plate 45 which is secured to 
the lower extremities of the end walls 35 and 36 and side 
walls 37 and 38, as a separate element of the structure 
and to which a print, bearing number 46, is fastened. 
The lid 15 of the stamp holder 10 will now be described. 

The lid 15, as shown in FIGURE 4, includes a flat top 
wall 16, and side and end walls of which 17 is illustra 
tive. A peripheral flange 8 extends about the extremity 
of the side and end wall 17, providing a peripheral shoulder 
29 on the interior extremity of the side and end walls. 
When the lid is closed, as shown by dotted lines in FIG 
URE 4, the top wall 16 is disposed a very short distance 
above the upper extremities 39 and 41 of the various 
stamps in the stamp set. In that position, the flange 18 
projects downwardly over the outside surface of the outer 
walls 13 of the box 11. The peripheral shoulder 19, of 
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course, rests firmly upon the tops of the box walls 13, 
and in this manner, supports the lid. 
The alternative position of the lid 15 is shown in FIG 

URES 2 and 4. In this alternative position the lid is 
turned upside down so that its top wall 16 provides a base 
for the entire stamp set. In this position the fiange 8 
of the side and end walls 7 of the lid 15 extends up 
wardly in engagement with the outer surface of the out 
side walls 13 of the box i. The peripheral shoulder 9 
of the lid then engages the under surface of the bottom 
wall 12 of the box, around its peripheral edge, to pro 
vide vertical support for the box and the stamps. One 
advantage of using the lid in this manner is that it raises 
the box to a high position and makes the stamps more 
readily accessible when their use is required. Another 
advantage is that the lid is kept close at hand at all times, 
which makes it convenient to put the lid back on the box 
when the stamps are not in use, so as to protect the ink 
supply; or to put the lid back on the box for rapid move 
ment of the stamp set to another working location. 

It should be pointed out that the box 11 as well as the 
lid 15 may be formed from materials other than plastic 
materials. Non-ferrous metal is a suitable substitute. 
Further, the typical stamp 22d as seen in FIGURE 5 may 
also be modified to include horizontal rather than vertical 
corrugations along the walls 42. With such a modifica 
tion, the typical stamp 22d may be extruded from non 
ferrous metals as well as from plastic materials, the end 
walls 35 and 36 in turn being formed as end caps of 
corresponding or different materials for snap engagement 
with the side walls 37 and 38, the top plate 40 and the 
bottom plate 45. Other suitable methods of assembly may 
be employed, if desired. 
As a further modification, not shown, the pads 30 and 

31 may be affixed directly to the bottom plate 45 of each 
typical stamp 22d with the print, which bears number 46 
in FIGURE 4, in turn being fastened beneath the particu 
lar pad. With this arrangement, a permanently inked 
stamp may be provided, one in which the user is free to 
repeatedly apply the impression comprising the print 46 
without intermittently re-inking. To prevent the ink from 
flowing from the pad as would be the case in the event 
such a permanently inked Stamp were to make contact with 
the inner surface of the bottom wall 12, a support surface, 
not shown, of suitable height may be provided along op 
posite walls forming the compartments of the box . 
While the invention has herein been shown and de 

scribed in what is conceived to be the most practical and 
preferred embodiment, it is recognized that departures 
may be made therefrom within the scope of the invention, 
which is not to be limited to the details disclosed herein 
but is to be accorded the full scope of the claim so as to 
embrace any and all equivalent devices. 

Having described the invention, what is claimed as new 
in support of Letters Patentis: 
A unitized stamp set comprising, in combination: 
an integrally formed, substantially rectangular box in 

cluding a horizontal bottom wall, upstanding end 
‘and side walls, and a plurality of divider walls rising 
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4. 
vertically from said bottom wall to the same height 
as said end and side walls, said divider walls being in 
terconnected with said end and side walls and with 
each other so as to provide a plurality of separate, 
substantially rectangular stamp-holding compart 
ments, at least one of said compartments extending 
the full length of said box and being of sufficient 
width to accommodate only a single row of stamps; 

a plurality of flexible ink reservoir pads, one disposed 
in the bottom of each of said compartments; 

a plunality of stamps, at least one being disposed in 
each of said compartments, each of said stamps hav 
ing a print-bearing portion on its lower extremity 
which normally rests upon the corresponding one of 
said ink reservoir pads; 

each of said stamps being of a substantially rectangular 
block configuration and having sloping side walls 
which incline towards each other so that the upper 
portion of said stamp is narrower than the bottom 
portion, and having recesses on the upper portions 
of said side walls so as to provide a finger grip, the 
height of said divider walls, the thickness of said ink 
reservoir pads, and the height of said stamps below 
said recesses being such that said finger grips are dis 
posed above the tops of said divider walls; 

and an integrally formed lid having downwardly de 
pending side and end walls whose vertical height is 
approximately equal to the height of said box walls 
and divider walls, said lid having an interior shoulder 
formed on the periphery of its side and end walls 
which is adapted to engage the side and end walls 
of Said box when the same is closed by said did, said 
shoulder of said lid being also adapted for engaging 
the peripheral edge of the undersurface of said bot 
ton wall of Said box when said lid is inverted and 
placed beneath said box for supporting the same; 

said plurality of stamps including stamps of different 
widths, and said box having compartments of dif 
ferent widths which receive respective ones of said 
Stamps; 

said one compartment of said box receiving a row of 
identical stamps which are of such width as not to 
permit convenient finger gripping of the stamp within 
the divider walls of said one compartment, but being 
conveniently removable by use of said finger grips. 
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