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This invention relates to improvements in a
collapsible tray or carton. )

The main objects of this invention are:

First, to provide a collapsible tray or carton
which is well adapted to receive a plurality of
objects and support them in side by side relation
for- display purposes, as well as to prevent their
becoming shuffled about or displaced as the tray
or box is handled.

Second, to provide a structure having these
advantages which may be quickly set up and the
articles to be displayed arranged therein.

Objects relating to details and economies of the
invention will appear from the description to fol-
low. 'The invention is pointed out in the claims.

A preferred embodiment of the invention is
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the tray or box
of my invention completely set up, a single article
such as a spoon being indicated in position there-
in.

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the tray or box
with the walls erected prior to the positioning of
the article holding members.

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view on a line corre-
sponding to line 3—3 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the blank.

My present invention is an adaptation of and
in some respects an improvement upon the col-
lapsible tray or box of my Patent No. 2,488,703,
issued November 22, 1949.

My present invention is especially designed to
receive a plurality of articles such as spoons,
forks or other tableware and permitting their in-
spection through a transparent wrapper (not il-
lustrated) while holding them in the arranged
position within the box.

The structure illustrated comprises a bottom
i, side walls 2—2 and end walls 3—3, these being
hingedly connected to the bottom by score lines
4. The corner flaps 5 are hingedly secured to the
ends of the end walls by means of the score lines
6. The side walls have diagonally disposed slits T
therein opening at their end edges desirably at
the folding scores, the lower portions 8 of the
slits extending from the portions to the end
edges being in alignment with the scores 4. The
corner flaps have slits 9 therein, the portions 10
above the slits 8 being cut away to provide up-
wardly projecting tongues Il engageable with
the upper edges of the slits T as is shown in Figs.
1 and 2. The end walls have article holder mem-
ber extensions 12 on their upper edges desirably
joined thereto by lines of spaced perforations 13
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so. the members 12 can be. folded: inwardly into
an outwardly inclined.relation as.shown in Fig: 1.

The: bottom | has. transverse slits 14 therein
desirably. somewhat offset relative to each ather
as'is shown in Fig. 3 and positioned to receive:the
tongues: 15 on the swinging-edges of the members
{2 when the members 12 are in erected: position.
The: slits 14 desirably have angled offsets 16 at
the ends thereof resulting in providing portions
17 which may be deflected to facilitate the en-
gagement of the tongues 15 in the slits (see Fig.
3). The end edges 18 of the members 12 pref-
erably diverge outwardly from the folding lines
i3 so that the members {2 may be easily posi-
tioned between the side walls and when so posi-
tioned their end edges are in supporting engage-
ment with the portions of the side walls above
their slits 7. The members 12 thus serve to brace
and reinforce the side walls and also the end
walls.

The holder members (2 are provided with
notch-like openings 19 and 20 in their swinging
edges. adapted to receive the handles or other
parts of packaged articles, such as a spoon con-
ventionally indicated at 21. The openings 19 of
the holder members are arranged out of align-
ment as is best shown in Fig. 2 so that the articles
packaged, if provided with handles, are alter-
nately positioned.

These trays or boxes are especially designed
to be wrapped with transparent wrappers after
the contents have been placed therein and when
so wrapped effectively display the contents.

T have illustrated and described a highly prac-
tical commercial embodiment of my invention. I
have not attempted to illustrate or describe cer-
tain embodiments and adaptations which I con-
template or which might be desirable for the
packaging of other articles as it is believed that
this disclosure will enable those skilled in the art
to embody or adapt my invention as may be de-
sired.

Having thus described my invention what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent is:

1. A collapsible tray or box formed of an in-
tegral blank comprising a bottom, and side and
end walls hingedly connected thereto, and corner
flaps hingedly connected to the ends of the end
walls and foldable on the outer sides of the side
walls when they are in erected position, the side
walls having slits opening at their end edges
and extending diagonally outward, the bottom
having transverse slits adjacent its ends, the
corner flaps having upwardly directed tongues
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on their side edges engageable with the outer
edges of the diagonal slits of the side walls when
the box is erected and with the end walls in sup-
ported abutting engagement with the ends of the
side walls, the end walls having article holder
member extensions on their outer edges pro-
vided with tongues on their outer edges and fold-
able inwardly to an outwardly inclined position
with their ends in supporting engagement with
the portions of the side walls above the said slits
therein and their tongues in enhgagement with
said transverse slits in the bottom, the outer edges
of said holder members having notches therein
to receive articles positioned within the box.

2. A collapsible tray or box formed of an in-
tegral blank comprising a bottom, side and end
walls hingedly connected thereto, and corner flaps
hingedly connected to the ends of the end walls
and foldable on the outer sides of the side walls
when they are in erected position, the side walls
having slits opening at their end edges and ex-
tending diagonally outward, the bottom having
transverse slits adjacent its ends, the corner flaps
having upwardly directed tongues on their side
edges engageable with the outer edges of the
diagonal slits of the side walls when the box is
erected and with the end walls in supported
abutting engagement with the ends of the side
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walls, the end walls having article holder mem-
ber extensions on their outer edges provided with
tongues on their outer edges and foldable inward-
ly to an outwardly inclined position with their
tongues in engagement with said transverse slits
in the bottom, the outer edges of said holder
members having notches therein to receive arti-
cles positioned within the box.

KENNETH T. BUTTERY.
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