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7o all whom it may concern: ;
Be it known that I, Roserr K. Witz a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Chicago, Cook county, and State of Illinois,
have invented and discovered certain new
and useful Improvements in Illuminated
Signs, of which the following is a speci-
fication. ' .
The present invention relates to illumi-
nating signs and consists in the combina-

.tions and arrangements of parts hereinafter

described and particularly set forth in the
accompanying claims, :

The invention has for its purpose to pro-
vide an apparatus for displaying a central
sign, or ‘signs, with marginal bordering
signs wherein the casing for the central sign
serves as a reflector for its own illumination
and as a supplemental reflector for illumi-
nating the several marginal signs in addi-
tion to their illumination proper. And in
which the central and marginal displaying
features may be readily changed.

A further purpose of the invention is to

provide a changeable sign exhibitor which .

is wholly self-contained and readily port-
able; with the main or central sign part
forming an independent unit adapted for
convenlent attachment to the structure; and

having the marginal signs in the form of

slides that may be readily moved into and
out of position, and which are held in inter-
locked relation when assembled.

The invention is shown by way of illus-

tration in . the accompanying drawings,
wherein— _
Figure 1 is a front elevational view of

‘the apparatus, Fig. 2 a rear elevational

view of the frame or front of the sign re-
moved from the body, Fig. 3 a side eleva-
tional view of the apparatus with the body
in section, and partly broken away for
clearness, Fig. 4 a detailed side elevational
view of the frame or front of the sign show-
ing the manner of attachment to the body,
Fig. 5 a similar view showing the manner
of attaching the central sign to the frame
or front, Fig. 6 a sectional view taken on
the line 6—6 of Fig. 2, Fig. 7 a fragmentary
sectional view of the front panel of the cen-
tral sign, Fig. 8 a fragmentary view show-

© ing the lamp for illuminating the border

signs, and Fig. 9 an enlarged detail sec-
tional view taken on the line 9—9 of Fig. 2.

Referring to the construction in further
detail and wherein like reference characters

indicate corresponding parts in the differ-
ent views, the apparatus consists of‘a casing
1 providing a housing having an upwarly
and rearwardly inclined open face, and its
bottom wall 2 is formed with an angular
flange portion 3 whose edge is adapted to be
engaged by the pair of flanges 4 formed on
the lower edge of the frame 5 that forms.a
closure for the open front of the housing.

The frame 5 has a central opening and-

is constructed with a boxing 5* and formed

- with a rectangular ledge 6%, and surround-

ing said opening-a plurality of pairs of
flanges 6, 7, 8 and 9 are formed to provide
means for holding a plurality of slides 10
and 11 that are slidable therein, after the

“manner shown in Fig. 2, and whi¢h form

marginal exhibitors. FEach of said exhibi-
tors consists of a plate 10 carrying the mat-
ter to be displayed and a retaining plate 11
(see Fig. 6) of translucent material that is
co-extensive with the display plate and im-
mediately overlies the same for its entire
length. - The central opening of the frame
is adapted to be closed by a casing 12 of
preferably that design shown clearly in
Figs. 2 and 3, and which is mounted within
the flange 6 by means of a flange 18 formed
on said frame adjacent the lower edge of
the central opening. Said flange acts as a
support for the casing 12 and said casing

is held 'in closed position by means of a

pair of eye-screws 14 mounted on the frame
and engaged by a pair of hooks 15 that are

2). ‘A finger piece 16 is suitably fastened
to the casing in order that said casing may
be conveniently handled, as will be under-
stood. : L

The front marginal edges of the casing
12 are flanged to provide a suitable recess
or. pocket that receives the sign sheet 17
that is held between the two plates of glass
18, and the arrangement is such that the
sign sheet, together with the glass plates,
may be conveniently removed for replacing
with a different sign, as will be understood.
And, in like manner, the plates 10 and 11
may be readily removed for the insertion of
slides of other descriptions.

It is proposed to provide an arrangement
for holding the marginal slides in a manner
which ‘will prevent their displacement and
to guard against undue vibration or shak-
ing, and to this end the outer member of the
pair of flanges 8 is of greater length than the
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corresponding flange of the pair 9, and said

flanges 9 and the top pair of flanges 6 are

of that length which will allow the slides
to be freely moved past the same. By this
arrangement it will be seen that an inter-
lock is provided by the manner of assem-
bling the same. Thus the slides are first in-
serted between the flanges 8, then the upper
and lower pair of slides are inserted, and
finally the slides between the flanges 9, and
thereby the end pair of slides will hold the
upper and lower slides against removal, and

“must themselves be first taken out before

said upper and lower pairs of slides can be
replaced.

An incandescent lamp 17% is mounted
withir. the casing 12 and, together with said
casing, forms a complete unit; and another
incandescent lamp 18, suitably mounted on
a bracket 19 within the casing, serves to
illuminate the marginal signs. The inner
surfaces 20 of the casing walls are construct-
ed to provide a reflector, and both the inner
and outer surfaces of the casing 12 likewise
form reflectors to the end that a high de-
gree of illumination will be obtained for the
central and surrounding signs. The lamps
172 and 18* are suitably wired as by 21 and
22, and a coupling 23 connects the latter
with the circuit of the former and has an ex-
tension 24 adapted to be used when it is de-
sired that the central sign shall exhibit by
flashes after the well known manner.

It is obvious that those skilled in the art
may, vary the details of construetion and ar-
rangement of parts without departing from
the spirit of the invention, and therefore I
do not wish to be limited to such features
except as may be required by the claims.

Having thus fully described my said in-
vention, what I claim as new and desire to
secure by Letters Patent is:

1. In an illuminating sign apparatus the
combination of a housing, a frame detach-
ably mounted on the housing having a cen-
tral opening and marginal signs surround-

ing said opening, a flange secured to the

frame adjacent the lower edge of said open-
ing, a detachable casing having a sign sup-
ported by said flange and fitted to close
said central opening, a device located adja-
cent the upper edge of the opening for hold-
ing the casing in closed position, and means
for illuminating the signs, substantially as
set forth. ,

2. In an illuminating sign apparatus the
combination of a housing, a frame mounted
on the housing and having a central open-
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ing, a flange secured. to the frame adjacent
the lower edge of said opening, a casing
having a sign supported by said flange and
fitted to close said central opening, hook and
eye ‘members mounted on said frame and
casing adjacent the upper edge of said open-

ing for holding the casing in closed position,

and means for illuminating the sign, sub-
stantially as set forth.

3. In an illuminating sign apparatus the
combination of a housing, a frame mounted
on the housing and having a central open-
ing, the frame surrounding said opening
provided with slide-ways, slides having signs
mounted in said slide-ways, a casing having
a sign removably mounted on the frame at
said central opening, and means for illumi-
nating said casing sign and the slide signs,
substantially as set forth.

4. In an illuminating sign apparatus the
combination of a housing having an open
front, a frame removably mounted on the
casing, said frame having a central open-
ing and formed with slide-ways surrounding
said opening, slides having signs mounted in
said slide-ways, a casing removably mounted
on the frame and closing said opening,
means carried by said casing for removably
holding a sign, and means for separately
illuminating the casing sign and the slide
signs, substantially as set forth.

5. In an illuminating sign apparatus the
combination of a housing having an open
front, a frame removably mounted on the
casing, said frame having a central open-
ing and formed with flanges providing plate
holders, plates slidably mounted on said
flanges and adapted to carry signs, a casing
removably mounted on said frame and clos-
ing the opening, means carried by said cas-
ing for removably holding a sign, means lo-
cated in said casing for illuminating the sign
thereof, means .located in the housing for
illuminating the slide signs, the inner sur-
face of said housing providing a reflector,
and the inner and outer surfaces of said
casing providing reflectors for said casing
sign and the slide signs respectively, sub-
stantially as set forth.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand and seal at Washington, District
of Columbia, this sixteenth day of August,
A. D. nineteen hundred and fifteen.

ROBERT K. WITZ. [Ls.]

‘Witnesses:
H. H. ByrxE,

E. S. CLEMENTS.

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

110




