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(57) Abstract: Provided is an abnormality diagnosis method
for a torque detection device whereby a highly reliable torque
detection device is obtained. Also provided is an electric
power steering device using said torque detection device. Im-
mediately after a power supply is turned on and before starting
a steering assist control, an initial diagnosis is performed to
verity that each monitoring unit (monitoring block) monitoring
the abnormalities of a signal processing circuit (40) constitut-
ing a torque detection device (30) functions normally. During
the initial diagnosis, a normal signal and an abnormal signal
are alternately inputted to the monitoring blocks, and it is de-
termined that the monitoring blocks are functioning normally if
the monitoring blocks produce a normal diagnosis when the
normal signal is inputted and if the monitoring blocks produce
an abnormal diagnosis when the abnormal signal is inputted.
Once it is verified that all monitoring blocks function nor-
mally, the steering assist control based on the steering torque
detected by means of the torque detection device (30) is star-
ted.
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