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The invention relates"to forms. for displaying
.garments in flat or semi-flat shape, particularly
to that type which is adapted to be inserted with-

in a garment, and engaged with a garment: in

such a manner as to-hold tnelatter intan attrac-.

garment may be supported
and displaved in a form which’ will" cccupy . '@
- minimum. of room and yet will présent the gar-
ment in such manner that its ‘appearance will
" closely’ approximate that of the garment. when
AOorn upon & person, -the width at the waist.ap-
_proximating .that of the- width: of the waist of
the garment when- worn, and the hip:portichs
being given a shaping corresponding to-the con-
of ‘a person, at the same: time
that skirt portions of women’s. garments at their
tower parts will be held in:a pleasing pleated or
. fold relation, and will retain- that-appearance
after jnitial adjustment upon our form device, 50

tive form, so that the

as to approximatethe set of the skirt when worn.:

Tt is an important aim-of the - invention . to
enahle the adjustment of a garment in-an at-
tractive appearance for flat or semi-flat -display,
by & . person of No special taste in such adjust-
rents, so that it may be subsequently placed in
a window display or elsewhere; without- disturb-

“ance of the good adjustment initially given, even
though handled by a person with less ability and
training. T A R

Tt is a special aim of our invention to present
a dress form.device which may :be'also utilized
ag a hanger, so that garments may be suspended
upon the common yack used in stores, and when
removed from the rack for display to a customer,
will be held in.the pleasing formgtojbest'set;off

the features-and values Of the garment ' as re-. -

o

Further important objects consist-in the pro-
vision of novel means for securing - folds. of &
garment within a sheet material .form: of the
general indicated, and a further. novel feature
lies in the means for supporting: a form device in

-.gpecial relation to a hanger -element for adjust-
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gards its fashionable appearance and distinctive .

pattern, ete. : ) o Sl :
& further important-aim of the invention is to
present a form of this kind which may be made
up from sheet material so. that the article may be
shipped. in quantities and " stored in’ quantities
without occupying excessive space, and . whereby
it will function in a.peculiar manner to effect the
holding of & garment in its adjusted shape ‘upon
the form without the use -of fastenings, and in a
peculiar relation of folds .of the garment which
will enable the garment to.oe figed thereon with-
out rumpling and without. making the’ complete
display of the garment as a unit excessively: thick
- or bulgy. ‘It is-also an aim of the invention to
enable the securement of garment  folds in..a
device in this manner without the use of fasten-
ings and with a simple movement. of the hands
_of:ithe user. : SR G
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" rear of this garment without

65

" adjustment of the garment

‘ment in the shoulder and neck portions of a gar-

ment after the manner of
hanger. ‘ S b

Additional objects, advantages and features of
invention reside in the cons,truction,‘ar‘rangement

a conventional.coat

-and combination of parts involved inthe embodi-

ment of the invention, -as will be: . more readily

_wunderstood from the following - description ~and

accompanying drawings, wherein ... -~
mgure 1is a back view of a garment form em-
bodying our invention and suspended upon. the
coat hanger device 'appropriatelyc‘coordinated
therewith. : SR TS SR
wisure 2-is an edge-view of: the assembly of

Figure 3 is an exploded view showing the front
and back portions of the article, at left and right,
respectively, in perspective, with inner-sidés pre-
sented toward the observer; = - SEIRER I

“Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary elevation-
al view of the upper part of the front piece:as
yiewed from the rear. o o RTINS
Figure b is a side elevation thereof. R
Figure 6 is a front elevational view- of ‘a' gar-
ment engaged upon my display device. - S
Tigure 7 illustrates the mahner ‘of manipula-

tion of the garment, subsequently to positioning

" as in Figure 6, to adjusb it to a desired shape.
- wigyre 8 is a view of the garment showing the

relation of the sleeves thereto after such-manip-
Ulation as shown in Figure 7. R
Figure 9 is a similar view showing nodified
to represent @’ high
waist effect, utilizing the same device as employed
in Fgure 6, but with a modified adjustment’ on
the hanger, and also illustrating {he’securement
of the sieeves of the garment. . .
mgure 10 is.a rear view of the garment as
meunted upon our device, in Figure 9. L
Figure 11 is a perspective view of a ‘garment
with our display form .therein, and, displdying
upon a low stand, as might be employed at the
front of a show window, so that further display
of erect figures or the like might be made in the
being unduly ob-
scured. - : e o
Figure 12 is a rear elevation of a mogdified form
of the device. A
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Figure 13 illustrates a modified construction
spring device which may be employed.

Figures 14 and 15 illustrate a further modifica-
tion of the garment form.

Figure 16 shows a further
ment of spring device.

Figures 17 to 19 inclusive MNustrate a moulded
construction of the garment form., .

Referring .more barticularly to the drawings,
there is.illustrated 4 coat banger 15, which may
conform to conventional Dractices, and may he
made in approved forms io properly shape the
shoulders of a sleeved garment, and may include
a hook 16 adapted to support the hanger and en-

of

form and arrange-

gaged garment upon a rack, hock, stand or other B

support, and in place of the hook any other suit-
able support engaging means may be employed,
as found expedient, one method shown in Fig-
ure 11 involving the omission of any hook or the
like whatever, and the coat hanger itself being
‘rested upon -a°bracket arm {7 of a stand (8, of
~conventional -censtruction. The hanger in the
‘present instanceis:illustrated as being formed of
“some -metal, in rod or bar form, bent so that a
-spacing bight 9 is: formed centrally of the hang-
er, :the -sides -of ‘the bight extending vertically
‘downward, -and ‘being spaced apart suitably to
“-engage through:the neck of s garment and hold
it open g desirable degree, the Gpposite end por-
‘tions-of the-bar being:then closed laterally in re-
‘speetive  directions from the bight and suitably
shaped to fit the shoulder portions of s garment,
cas'iHustrated:in Figure 6.
‘Suspended ‘from:and vertically adjustable with

respect to this hanger, there is. g, dress form 20, 4

“consisting: of two-separate pleces, a front piece 24,
-anda‘back piece 22, made of sheet material, such
‘f'ia;s=a'goed’durableiheavy two or three 'ply paper,
- or a stiffer sheet material, if desired, and the
-article may ‘be formed-in sheet metal, or.cne of
the synthetic gums or cellulose compositions, or
‘the’ like, :if ‘desired. ~Fhe.front is slightly wider
rand longer:than.the hack piece, so that the latter
“may:belaid close:against the former with its con-
tours all lying inwardly of the contours of the
-front:piece. "The lateral-edges of the front ‘piece
‘are:shaped :at-the upper part so that a garment
having its front portion -drawn snugly there-~
around will :assume approximately: the general

~contour of -the .garment when worn by a.person i

and viewed -from .a distance in front, while the
Jower.part.of the front part is shaped to represent
sthe-general:contour.of -the hips. of a person and
the form in-which the skirt will appear in eleva-
-:blonfrom -the front when worn, 2s shown at 24.
The-edge,portions 28 and 24 are inclined inwardly
“toward the central -part of the article, so as to
assume a suitable waist contour, substantially ag
iilustrated, .although this form and shape is not
~.arbitrary, .and.may .be varied in different dress
-forms,,in a.manner appropriate to different. sizes
-.of .persons, .as is -well understood in the trade.
" 'The length of the article from top to bottom is
substantially.less than the length of an ensemble
which is ‘to be displayed thereon, so that our
-dress form may be adjusted upwardly or down-
- wardly within the same garment, to give a high
“or'low waist line effect, or at intermediate posi-
.-4ons as required. ‘In consequence, the Upver or
“Bpdy portion.of the forms is adapted to extend
into the blouse section of the garment in-ohe use,
“ag shown in ‘Figures 6 to 8, ‘while in another use
At may be adjusted to show a high dress “eflect,
" as in'Figures'9 and 10 ‘Forthe same reason, the
skirt portion or lower part 28 is greatly ahbrevi-

10

[
Tt

20

25

30

<t

40

43

&

60

70

“wardly,
75

short of ‘the lower edge’ of the front piece.

5 “body 28.  With.one arm of

5 *Secure ‘the :pieces
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ated, extending only a short distance below the
representation of the hip contour, and being cut
off square at its lower end, so that in whatever
adjustment it may have in a garment, it will still
be some distance above the lower edge of the
skirt, '

In its presentg embodiment, the article is illus-
trated as applied to the display of a one-piece en-
semble in the nature of a street suit or costume,
but it maybe also used in connection with a two-
pilece and sleevelesg blouse or jacket, with or
without skirts integral or detached.

The body portien 27 is formed with a desply
Tecessed upper edge 29, the recess being substan-
-tially V-shaped and extending nearly to the waist
-of the piece, so that the upper porticn 23 is fur-
cated. This recess enables the ready manipula-
‘tion of ‘the supporting device subsequently to be
‘described.

The back piece 22 is of similar general con-
tour,: except ‘that all of the external dimensions
‘are smaller than those of the front piece 24, and
the ‘recess 29" in its upper part is much deeper
-than :the corresponding; recess 29 of the front
piece.- The skirt portion of this back piece stops
The
‘front -and. back pieces 21 and 22 are secured to-
‘gether at their upper extremities ‘Substantially in
the relation shown in Figures'l and 2, by means
-of .snap’ grommets 38, or. otherwise so 'that the
-two pieces are secured together, or the two pieces
-may ‘be *detached *from -each other if desired.
"These ‘fasteners are also used to secure.two ends
-of “branches 31 :from .a ‘suspension tape 32 at-
‘tached at the -lower.extremity of the main por-
‘tion of the tape, The lower end of the same: tape
is provided with-a series of apertures:longitudi-
-nally spaced-thereon. -

The upper ‘body :portion 27 of the front piece,
‘as well ‘as the -eorresponding parts.of ‘the hack
‘piece .is:given o bowed shape, by means now to
‘be described. 'Upon the inner ‘faces of each of
‘the. pieces, extending dbove .the waist, there sre
-¢hannel pieces 48, made of g flexible material.
‘Inserted from.above in the channel pieces of the
fromt piece, ‘there ‘are respective curved spring
arms 41 of a’,y.helical spring device 42, having g
second ‘arm 43 of bowed form opposed to ‘the
first, the two arms being connecteq by g spiral

feye ‘Portion 44, of suitable extent tc effect the
‘resilient action desired. Centrally of the helical

-€ye portion:44. of the spring arins there is an end
piece 44’ which :ig secured under that member
of ithe ‘fastener ‘20 which ‘is secured upon the
the spring device en-
gaged in-the channel memniber at one side of the
“front piece,and the other arm of the same spring
engaged in the opposed channel piece of the
ibaek ‘piece, and :a spring device at the opposite
‘side ‘of the device being similarly engaged in
‘the corresponding channel pieces, the Iower waist
:portion of ithe two pieces are pressed toward each
‘other-yieldingly, and the upper part held forcikly
nclose relation. The fasteners 36 additionally
‘against relative longitudinal
‘movement .and hold the upper ends of the two
‘pleces snugly * together. The front and back
Pieces of the form may be separated by releasing
the fastenings 38, -and sliding the hack piece
‘downwardly, 'so ‘that the arms of the spring are
-drawn out. of .the channel bieces: 45 of the back
ipiece.. ‘The ‘respective upper -end pieces-3{ of
the tape are extended ‘from the fastener 38 up-
-and over respective end portions of the

hanger 15, and thence downwardly, -the central
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or main end being extended downwardly below .

the crotch or recessed part 29 of the front piece. ‘
“Here it is secured releasably, for vemcal ad)ust— :

ment of the strap part 84 with respect to the gar-
‘ment hanger.
is provided w1th a longitudinal series of aper-

‘tures 45, and a snap fastener ‘device 47 is pro- -

vided, ‘one elément of which. is- secured to the

The end portion of . the ‘strap 34

3

'stood “The' draw1ng in of the side portions of the
‘upper body -patt of the -garment between the

_“pieces of the-form has the effect of causing the

Jfront piece 2i just below the" cmtch 28, ‘while '

"the other is releasahbly ehgaged therewith, “the "

_two:being constructed so as to recéive ‘the male
member of the fastening to one'of the apertures
45. Thus, when it is desired to suspend the dress

form at a lower level, the strap 24 is dlsconnect- )

ed’ ‘from .the front piece, and moved so ‘that its
extreme end portlon is engaged by the fftstener

4T, but when the form is to'be suspended at'a -

mgh level, the strap 34 is released from ‘the fas-
tening 41 ‘and drawn. downwardly, so that the

‘end. portlons 32 slide upon the hanger 5, raising

‘the iress ‘form, and the fastenel ‘7 then roen-
‘sra,,rzed Wwith' uhe tape 34, in one of tne apertures 4‘:
,at a hlgher level

: Walst portions of the front and oack pieces* sene ‘

a8 a y1e1d1ng clasp, device to hold folds of ‘o gar-
ment’ engaged over the form but’ push’ between
.the front and back’ p*eces Wwill permit; separation
‘to? adr'ut ‘portions of a-garment, after the manner

shown in: Figure 7. By having the arms of the

sp1 ing 42 ‘bowed outwardly; the front piccé 21
~ig'given a fullness at the'dress; portmn 28, serv=
1ng to-enhance the effectiveness. of the d1sp1ay of
a garment upon the article.
of such a garment is drawn inwardly by the tuck-
ing in of its side portions between the front and
“back pieces, where they are held by the clasping
action of the article; as before mentloned and a>
fmdlcated in Figure 7. '

~In the use ‘of the art1cle the hanger device- 55"

“is encaged in'the upper part of the’ garment after
fthe manner-of the’ ordma,ry ¢oat hanger, and
may-be suspended upon any pr oper support while
the garment is adjusted ‘thereon. - After manipu-
"‘latlon of -the tape 34 as previously' described, to
“sgcure the adjustment of the form-at the proper
“height ‘within the garment; the operatm ‘pushes
the material at- the sides of the garment in be-
‘tween' the two ‘pieces-of ‘the forms, and the bow-
‘1ng “of - the spring- arms afford a considerable

~The waist portion

10

. sleeves 48 of the garment to swing inwardly and
‘lie'neatly beside the garment, as shown in Figures
'8, 9-and 10, and the operator may adjust the ends
‘of“the sléeves either ‘behind the garment, or in
‘front of -it, according to: which side the garment
‘i3 being dxsplayed toward the front of a show

window or thelike.  Or the sleeves £8.may also

‘be'slightly engaged between the form pieces.. The

upper portion of the skirt of such a garment will
also be: held between-the two pieces, so that it
will be caused to have a considerable set, sugges-
tiveof ‘the form~of- the skirt when worn by a

‘person to-whom the garment has. been fitted.

‘The form may be quickly removed from a gar-

_-ment due to the fact that it is not fastened to

~face upon- which ' the stand . (8. rests.
~way the advantage is gained-oi displaying full

‘any-part of the goods of the garment when used
as above ‘described, no pins -or other fastenings

“being required. - Thus, the forms may be used

over and over again with a minimum of ‘wea.
and/or impairment otherwise.

~ In the use of the article as shown in Fxgure 11,
a- full' length “display-of -a garment may thus-be
effected by supporting the hanger upon -the low

~standard or post I8, while the skirt portion of

the garment is laid forwardly from the stand 18
upon the floor of the show window or other sur-
In this

‘ '1ength or-a garment ensemble, without mvolvmg

40

45

750
'great‘ particularity in the best form in which we

space between the two pieces; which will readily

accommodate ‘the hands of the cperator:and‘a
‘considerable portion of the material of the gar-
‘ment.. Preferably, the garment:is pushed-into
‘the form from opnosrre sides simulfaneously, as
“suggested in Figure 7, and after thé uppet portion

or side portions "of the garmeént are pressed-in- .

“wardly between the dresg form to préesent porticnis
of a garment between the sections of thefoim,

the hands are then moved slidingly downwardly, .

g0 as to draw the lower porticn of the garment
“likewise between the front and back of the form.
In' initial engagement: of the garment on the
“hanger after adjustment of the form as to height,
“the garment will ‘have the appearance substan-
tially as indicated in Figure 6. - After the manipu-
lation of the goods as described 'and indicated in
-~ Figure.7, the garment will have substantially the
appearance shown in Figure 8, where 1t is drawn

neatly into a contour suggestive of the shape of a '

person wearing the garment.  Substantially the
same manipulation of the goods of the garment
for its adjustment around the form is followed
whether the form is positioned for a higher waist-

line or a low waist-line, as will be readily under-
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the use of large ‘space, and withotit obscuri ing or
concealing other elements cf display in the same
window, sdch’ as might’ be involved by ‘a full

) Iength erect figure display.

- The artxcle is adapted to various other uses in
g.a;‘rm_ent displays, and for the displayof various
other garments than those described, and may be
modified in form to adapt it in"use in displays
of other goods as discretion may dictate.

* If desired; the sheet material of the front and

~back pieces as described may ‘be covered with

cloth! "It will 'be understood that the channel
‘pieces 48-are flexible with the sheet material to
which they are attached, so that the device may
readily conform to the shape of the arms of the
‘spring devices 42, and may he ﬂat when. the
sprlngs are disengaged.

“ While we-have described our invention with

“have thus far perfected i, it will nevertheless be

inderstood that -this is purely exemplary, and

“that'various-changes in c¢onstruction; arrange-
“ment-and combination. of parts, substitution of

materials and substitution of equivalents may

“pe-made without denaltlng from- the’ splrlt of
“the 1nvent10n as more deﬂmfely deﬁned m the
claims hereto dppended. :

The skirt portion ‘of the front and back pleces

;Vmay be formed with transverse scored-lines at
“uniform distances, which may correspond to cer-
“tain standard ‘dimensions of garments, so that
“the lower portions of the frent and back pieces

‘miay be folded or severed in apnroprlate length

to-adapt the device to various lengths of’ gar- .

“ments; such as blotses, skirts, sweaters and two

piece garments.

It should be noted also: ‘that the lower part of
the recess 29*'is considerably widened, and this
together with its greater depth than the recess
of the front piece prevents wrinkling of the gar-

ment. or belt portions thrust between.the two
‘pieces, as well as msurmg concealment of the

back pieces.
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As illustrated in Figure 12, the lateral :waist
recesses” 21’ - of the rear piece may. be made
-higher than the- correspondlng parts.of the front
-piece,:and also.somewhat deeper, the remainder
being.as first described. This has a.special value
in displaying garments with skirt -portious, -be-~
.cause when the garment is adjusted .on the. de-
vice and the side portions of the garment thrust
between. the form pieces, the waist ‘portion "at
‘the rear of the garment is drawn upward,.so that
the edge of the skirt at the rear will not -show
-below -the front lower edge of the skirt, This is
important due to the fact that skiris:are cus-
tomarily made longer in-the back.

The spring devices may be considerably modi-
fied, by varying their shape_or contour lines, &s
well .as structural modification. Thus in Pigure
13, there is shown an arrangement in which a
single front piece 59 is provided having the-de-
sired contours, either as a flat piece cut-out-with
the outline of a front elevation, or as a pressed
article. in relief,-and a spring 51 of.a “rat trap”
type employed, in which the two spring arms 52
-are formed as one U-shaped member the bight
portion :of which is rectilinear -so" as :to :press
-against the flat back side:of -the piece 58, the
upper ends cf the arms terminabing in -helices
‘the extremities of which are suitably.connected
to the piece 28,  In-this instance also, the arms

-52.are given a suitabkle form to assist in-shaping -

the garment to be displayed. The piece 50 will
-extend only-into the waist -of a.garment in the
particular -device .illustrated, -but may have :a
skirt-shaping portion added if desired.

In Figure 14 the front and back pieces,53—54
are indicated as die-cut or stamped integrally
both in one piece, from sheet material, .joined
~only at their upper ends and folded there into
-opposed relation and this may be used-as.in Fig-
-ure 15, as a shipping -form for dresses:or jackets,
and for subsequent display:-on rack with small
expense. ‘The spring devices may be omitted or
included -in these devices according-.to the.ex-
pense warranted. 'This last-mentioned device-is

.shown -as suitable for blouses, sweaters, jackets,  «4:
‘or the waist portions of dresses, but :may ‘be

.amplified as required for more extended shaping.
In Figure 18, the clamping spring 55.is-shown
as attached at the lower part of the neck recess

56 in the upper end of a flat piece 51, which may;,

.correspond to the front piece or the back piece
before. described, but the device-in this instance
may-comprise only the front piece,.and the back
piece-cmitted, if desired, the goods being held by

the spring arms pressing against the - one -flat, 5

.piece shown.

Figures 17, 18 and 19 1llustra te a moulded piece
58, resembling the bas-relief of the bust of a per-
son as viewed from the front, flat in the back,
and having attached to the upper back surface,

lower parts of which are arranged to lie flat
_sgainst the fiat surface of the bust piece 58 adja-
.cent the waist portion of the latter, and under

tensicn to clamp  goods .inserted between the.

In this case the piece 58
stand 60 .of conventional

spring and piece §8.

.may. be mounted on &

form. }
By making the:-form pieces 21 and 22 of mod-~

erately flexible sheet material, when a displayis .

[

10

20

40

i

60
respective ends of a U-shaped wire spring §9, the
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.made as:in Figure 11, the lower part may be read-

ily bent so as to curve gradually forward and the
lower part of the garment and form may lie flat
upon the floor. If desired the skirt portion may

‘be .more flexible than the upper or bust portion.

And the device may be made with a molded bas-~
relief upper part and a flat sheet-like and com-
pletely flexible lower part, these being within the
intent of the invention. -

The length . of the spring arms 44’ and . corre=

.sponding parts of the various forms of the article

shown, may be varied as the requirements of use

dictate.

We claim:
1. A garment former of the character descrlbed

‘comprising two flat form pieces of flexible mate-

rial having an upper dress portion and a lower
skirt portion with intermediate waist portion,
Jongitudinal channel pieces secured upon the,in~
ner side of the dress portion of each piece, and
adjacent each side, and a respective spring mem-
ber at each side of the form having bowed arms
engaged with the channel pieces of both form
pieces and engaging the front piece slidably, said
spring having a loop portion extended upwardly,
fastenings engaging the upper extremities of the
form pieces and interposed loop portion of the
spring, and support means engaged therewith.
2. A dress form device consisting of two flat
members having a general contour simulating
the ideal form for a garment as worn, and hav-

ing a width corresponding to that of the width of
‘the -.garmented figure of a person wearing the

garment, means to press.the two members yield-
ingly together whereby side portions of the gar-
ment may be inserted and held yieldingly there-
between, means to support the form, said flat
members being flexible sheet ‘material having
longitudinal flexible channels on their inner edges
adjacent the upper pait, and said means to press

the two members together consisting of spring

elements having contractile arms engaged within

respective channels, whereby to press the flat

members together at their lower parts.

3. The structure of claim 2, in which-the arms
of said spring device engaged with the front piece
at least, being bowed outwardly, whereby to give
a fullness at the breast portion of the piece,

4, The structure of claim 2, in which said.sup-

rport means includes a garment shoulder support-
~ing and shaping member, a main tape element

extensibly engaged with the form at the medial
longitudinal axis of the form, and said tape ele-
ment having branched upper portions slidably
engaged over the shoulder .shaping portion and
extended -downwardly to the dress form angd se-
cured thereto, whereby the height of the form

‘may be adjusted with respect to said shoulder

shaping portions.

5. The structure of claim 2, in whmh said sup-
port means includes a shoulder shaping garment
hanger, a strap having a main portion attached
for longitudinal adjustment to a part of the gar-

-ment form, and having upwardly branched. ends

extended slidably over said hanger and down-
wardly and attached to the garment form, for

-the-purposes descr1bed

CLARENCE H. ROWLEY
WILLIAM P. WYATT..




