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UNITED STATES 

1,976,290 

PATENT OFFICE 
1976,290 

HAR, CUTTING IMPLEMENT 

Wesley J. Motley, Montgomery, Ala. 
Application April 11, 1934, serial No. 720,125 

1. Claim. 

This invention relates to an ingenious safety 
device or impleinent which may be used by an 
individual So that with the aid of mirrors proper 
ly located he may cut his own hair. 

Briefly stated, the device is in the nature of 
a Special flexible blade holder having an ap 
propriately proportioned handle, wherein said 
holder is constructed to accommodate a double 
edged blade of an enlarged type, but similar to 
Safety razor blades, whereby to permit said blade, 
in conjunction with its guard and/or gauge means 
to be Satisfactorily utilized in cutting one's hair. 

Stated otherwise, by the use of double mir 
rOrS properly arranged, an Ordinary comb, and 
this ingenious properly guarded double edged 
blade device the user can cut his own hair with 
Out difficulty and accomplish the task in a practi 
cal and Satisfactory manner. 
The particular structural details which go to 

make up the complete assemblage of parts will 
become more readily apparent from the follow 
ing description and drawingS. 
In the dra Wings: 
Figure 1 is an elevational View, that is, an out 

Side elevational view illustrating the preferred 
embodiment of the invention and showing it in 
its approximate full size form assembled and 
ready for use. 

Figure 2 is a view like Figure 1 with the detach 
able gauge forming shield removed. 

Figure 3 is an elevational View of the handle 
equipped toothed blade accommodation guard. 

Figures 4 and 5 are Sections at right angies 
to each other taken approximately on the planes 
of the lines 4-4 and 5-5 respectively of Fig 
lure 1. 

Figure 6 is an elevational or plan view, depend 
ing upon the manner in which it is served, look 
ing at the opposite side of the assemblage shown 
in Figure 1. 

Figure 7 is a detail edge elevational view of the 
Stabilizing and stud equipped clamping plate for 
the blade. 

Considering noW the details or parts in their 
disassembled manner I call attention first to Fig 
lure 3 Which ShoWS the Salient part of the inven 
tion, that is, the operating handle 8, of appropri 
ate shape and proportion, provided with a head 
in the nature of a plate 9 having its longitudinal 
edges Serrated to provide guard teeth 0 similar 
to the teeth or fingers provided on the guard of 
a safety razor of a typical or conventional type. 
At its longitudinal central portion this plate or 
head is provided with allined holes differentiated 

(C. 30-12) 

by the numerals 11 and 12 respectively, that is, 
a pair of end holes 1 and a Central Screw or 
bolt accommodating hole 12. This head or plate 
9 is shaped and proportioned to accommodate the 
double edged flexible razor or cutting blade 13 60 
and this is provided with holes to correspond with 
the holes 11 and 12. It is of course of appropri 
ate proportions to allow the free ends of the guard 
fingers or teeth 10 to project beyond the cutting 
edges thereof as shown, for example in Figure 2.65 
The next part to Which attention is called is 

the clamping and stabilizing or holder plate i4. 
This is of rectangular form and of appropriate 
proportion and provided with a pair of end lugs 
11d to fit removably into the holes 11 in the car 
rier plate or guard 9. At the center is a Screw 
threaded hole 15 to accommodate the threaded 
end of the fastening or assembling Screw 16. 
Although these three essential parts may be 

utilized. With a reaSOnable degree of Satisfaction, 
for hair cutting purposes as is evident from an 
examination of Figure 2, I have found that more 
Satisfactory results can be attained by the adop 
tion and use of an additional Shield or guard 
which serves as a cutting edge gauge for coop 
eration. With the edges of the blade and the afore 
mentioned teeth, 10. This shield 7, Sometimes 
referred to as the cover is really in the nature of 
a cover plate fashioned to function somewhat as 
a slip-over sheath. That is, it is properly shaped 85 
and proportioned to slip Over the asseinblage of 
parts as shown in Figure 2 to provide additional 
gauging and Safety guard means. Through its 
use this shield 17 serves to regulate the cutting 
action of the hair. That is to Say it cooperates 
with the teeth 10 and cutting edges of the blade 
13 to restrict the amount of hair cut off of the 
ends. It will be observed that it enbodies a 
pair of Spaced parallel fanges 18 (see Figure 6) 
and joined to the body portion by Way of Sub 
stantially V-shaped jointing or connective Webs 
19. Stated otherwise this Web connection be 
tween the body and the flanges forms an open 
Work grid or guard Construction Supplementary 
to the aforeimentioned guard teeth 10 so that 00 
when the complete or assembled device is used 
in connection. With a comb (not shown) the cut 
ting action can be regulated to sever about one 
eighth of an inch or less of the hair-ends being 
cut at the time. 

It is evident that by clamping the blade on the 
guard 9 by Way of the plate 14 and Screw 16 as 
shown in Figure 2 and then slipping the sheath 
like shield 17 in place as shown in Figures 1 and 
6 the implement is ready for uSe and when em- 10 
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2 
ployed in conjunction with Suitably arranged 
mirrors with or without a comb it may be used, 
somewhat in the nature of a safety razor, for 
clipping or cutting hair. 

Novelty is predicated upon the part shown in 
Figure 3 comprising the toothed guard plate 9 
having the Suitably shaped elongated handle 8 
arranged in a plane even or flush with respect 
to said plate, together with a double edged blade 
13 and the Stud equipped clamping plate 14, ... (AS 
shown in Figure 2). Additional novelty is pred 
icated upon the arrangement shown in Figure 2 
plus the sheath-like detachable shield 17 with its 
flanges 18 and connecting webs 19 cooperating 
with the assembly shown in Figure 2 to render 
more efficient the cutting action. 

It is thought that persons skilled in the art 
to which the invention relates will be able to 
obtain a clear understanding of the invention 
after considering the description in connection 
with the drawings. Therefore, a more lengthy 
description is regarded as unnecessary. 

1,976,290 
Minor changes in shape, size, and rearrange 

ment of details coming within the field of inven 
tion claimed may be resorted to in actual prac 
tice, if desired. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim as new is: 
A hair cutting device of the class described com 

prising a substantially flat rectangular gauge 
plate provided along opposite longitudinal edges 
With guard teeth and having an integral operat 
ing handle disposed in a plane with said plate, a 
double-edged flexible blade of an area less than 
Said plate, and aSSembling and retaining means 
for said blade serving to hold the cutting edges 
thereof in proper cutting relationship with re 
Spect to the guard means for effecting cutting 
action, and a slip-over sheath-like shield em 
bodying Oppositely disposed Spaced parallel 
toothed flanges on the longitudinal sides thereof 
for operating with the guard teeth and with the 
cutting edges of the blades. 

WESLEY J. MOTLEY. 
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