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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
HANS HANSEN, OF NEW RoCKFORD, NORTH DAKOTA. 

MATCH-RECEPTACLE. 

1,335,234. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Mar. 30, 1920. 
Application filed August 4, 1919. serial No. 315,232, 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HANs HANSEN, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at New 
Rockford, in the county of Eddy and State 
of North Dakota, have invented certain new and useful Improvements in Match-Recep 
tacles, of which the following is a specifica 
tion, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings. 
This invention relates to new and useful 

improvements in match receptacles and 
more particularly to a novelty device of this 
character and the primary object of the in 
yention is to provide a novelty match safe 
having an improved invisible locking means 
therefor. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a case which may be used for other 
purposes than that for retaining matches 
and which when turned in one direction is 
adapted to be opened and when disposed in 
an opposite direction may be closed and 
locked. 
A still further object resides in providing 

a device which is simple and durable in con 
struction, inexpensive to manufacture and 
one which will be very efficient and durable 
in operation. 
With these and other objects in view, my 

invention consists in the novel features of 
construction and the combination and ar 
rangement of parts to be hereinafter more 
fully described, pointed out in the claims 
and shown in the accompanying drawings, 
in which 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the device; 
Fig. 2 is a bottom plan view of the top 

face thereof; Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section of the de 
vice showing the drawer in a partially ex 
tended position; 

Fig. 4 is a side elevation of the device 
with the drawer in its semi-extended posi 
tion: 

Fig. 5 is a longitudinal section through 
the device showing the latch pin in a dis 
engaged position and the drawer about to be 
extended; Fig. 6 is a similar view showing the 
drawer locked in its retracted position; 

Fig. 7 is a plan view of the bottom section 
of the device showing the slot for the latch 
pin therein; 

Fig. 8 is a transverse section seen on line 
8-8 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 9 is a similar view seen on line 9-9 
of Fig. 6; and - is . . . ." . . 

Fig. i0 is an end elevation of the device. 
In describing the invention, I shall refer 

to the drawing in which similar reference characters designate corresponding parts 
throughout the several views and in which 1 
indicates a housing or case of rectangular 
design, one end of which is open to slidably 
receive therein a drawer or the like 2. The 
inner end of said drawer 2 is provided with 
a groove or channel 3, at one corner thereof, . 
in which is secured one end of a wire spring 
member 4, the opposite end of said spring 
member being projected at an angle out 
Wardly beyond the inner end of said drawer 
whereby to contact with the inner face of 
the one end wall of said housing or case 1. 
The normal tendency of the spring is to 
force the diawer 2 to a position projecting 
from the open end of the housing or case 1 
and formed or otherwise secured on the 
under face of the top wall of said housing 1 
at a point adjacent the open end is a projec 
tion 5 which is adapted to contact with the 
inner end wall of the drawer to limit the 
outward movement of the latter with respect 
to said housing. . . . . 
My invention primarily contemplates the 

provision of an improved locking means 
which is so arranged in connection with the 
drawer and the housing as to be invisible. 
To this end, the inner end wall of the drawer 
2 is provided with a channel 6 which extends 
completely therethrough and loosely dis 
posed therein is a latch pin the same being 
shorter than the height of said wall in which 
the channel is disposed. Formed in the in 
ner face of the bottom of the housing or 
casing 1 adjacent the closed end of the lat 
ter is a slot 8 which is designed to partially 
register with the channel 6 of the drawer 
when the latter is disposed to its innermost 
position in the housing. 
When said drawer is disposed to its inner 

most position so that the channel 6 registers 
with the slot 8, and the device is turned to 
its upright position, the latch pin will move 
in the channel 6 so that a portion thereof 
will enter the slot or opening 8 in the bot 
tom of the housing, thus retaining the 
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drawer in its closed or retracted position. 
The drawer is held in such position, how 
ever, against the tension of the spring 4 and 
when the device is inverted and pressure 110 
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placed on the outer end of the drawer, the 
latch pin will be released from its engage 
ment with the wall of the slot 8 and re 
turned wholly to its channel 6, thereby per 
mitting the spring to force the drawer out 
wardly to its extended position. It will be 
understood that when it is desired to dispose 
the drawer to its extended position, a com 
plete inversion of the device is not necessary 
but it will be necessary to turn the device to 
such a degree as will enable the latch pin to 
return to its initial position in the channel 
6 when the tension of the spring against the 
drawer is slightly released by pressure on 
the outer end of the drawer. 
From the foregoing description of the 

construction of my improved device, the op 
eration thereof will be readily understood 
and it will be seen that I have provided a 
device which may be used as a case for 
matches or other articles which must neces 
sarily be carried in a device of this character 
and it will further be seen that the improved 
locking means which are provided, provides 
a novelty therefor. It will also be seen that 
the device is simple and durable in construc 
tion and inexpensive to manufacture. 
While I have particularly described the 

elements best adapted to perform the func 
tions set forth, it will be understood that 
various changes in form, proportions and in 
the minor details of construction may be 
resorted to within the scope of the appended 
claims without departing from the spirit or 
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sacrificing any of the principles of the in 
vention. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is:- 
1. A device of the class described com prising a body having one end thereof open, 

the inner face of one wall thereof adjacent 
the closed end of the same being provided 

With a socket, a drawer slidably mounted in 
said body, spring means in connection with 
the inner end of said drawer and the closed 
end of said body adapted to normally dis 
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pose said drawer to its extended position, 
the inner end of said drawer being provided 
with a channel, and a latch pin loosely, 
mounted in said channel and adapted to en 
gage the socket in the one wall of said body 
to retain said drawer in its closed position 
in the body when the latter is disposed in 
one position, said latch pin being adapted 
for disengagement with the socket in the 
wall of the body when the latter is disposed in an opposite position. 

2. A device of the class described CO 
prising a body having one end thereof open, 
the inner face of one wall thereof being pro 
vided with a socket, a drawer slidably 
mounted in said body, the inner end thereof 
being provided with a channel, spring means 
in connection with the inner end of said 
drawer and the closed end of the body 
adapted to normally dispose said drawer to 
its extended position, means to limit the out 
Ward movement of the drawer with respect 
to the body, and a latch pin loosely mounted 
in the aforesaid channel, said latch pin be 
ing of less length than the channel and 
adapted for engagement with the socket in 
the one wall of the body when the latter is 
disposed to one position to lock said drawer 
in its closed position therein, said latch pin 
being also adapted for disengagement with 
the aforesaid socket when the body is dis 
posed in an inverted position. 
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 

signature in the presence of two witnesses. . 
- HANS HANSEN. 

Witnesses: 
R. J. HoRTON, 
R. F. SIMONs. 
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