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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE W. SCOVILL, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi 
nois, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in a Safety-Envelope, of which 
the following is a full, clear, and exact de 
Scription, that will enable others to make and 
use the same, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, forming a part of this 
specification, in which- - 

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of an en 
Velope, showing the clasp or fastener in posi 
tion for use; Fig. 2, a transverse section, the 
envelope being closed, the clasp, however, not 
being flattened into a locking position. Fig. 
3 is a side elevation of the clasp flattened 
into a locking position, the parts of the en 
velope being indicated in dotted lines; and 
Fig. 4 a view of the clasp in perspective. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

fastening devices for envelopes or the like, 
and has for its object to provide a device 
whereby the closing-flaps of an envelope may 
be sealed in such a manner as to prevent the 
same from being tampered with or opened 
without irreparable injury to the structure, 
as will be hereinafter set forth. 

Referring to the drawings, A represents an 
envelope consisting of the front side a, the 
closing-flaps a'a, and the intermediate part 
a', forming a pocket a between said part and 
the front side. 
The clasp B is composed of a single piece 

of metal made into the form shown in Fig. 4. 
One end of the clasp is bifurcated, providing 
the tines b b, which are pointed, so as to be 
easily inserted through the loops b'b', formed 
in the part Cof the envelope, by which means 
the clasp is retained in position ready for 
use. At the junction of the tines a cut-out 
part is turned upwardly and back to form 
the sharp-pointed clamping-hook b. The 
opposite end b of the clasp is bent over upon 

45 itself and stops short of the hook b, the nor 
mal position of the terminal end being a trifle 
higher than that of the hook, these parts be 
ing normally above the under side of the 
clasp, so as to leave space for the entrance of 
the edge of the sealing-flap. The turned-over 
end of the clasp presents the inclined surface 
d, so that when pressed down it will be sure 

to go forward in the direction of the hook b” 
instead of backward. 
The device is shown in position for use in 

Fig.1. To close or seal the letter, the flap a? is 
folded over. The sealing-flap ais next folded 
over and the tongue d' is inserted through 
the slit g in the flap C', the tongue part pass 
ing over the hook and underneath the turned 
over part of the clasp, as shown in Fig. 2. In 
this position a slight pressure of the thumb 
on the inclined surfaced will force the same 
down flatly with an inward movement, which 
causes the hook-point to puncture and pass 
through the tongue part of the sealing-flap, 
then finally flattening down the hook part, 
Fig. 3, securely locking all the parts together, 
so that the sealing-flap cannot be separated 
without tearing the material of the envelope. 
The clasp will be made of very thin metal, 

so that it is easily pressed down and flattened 
into a locking position by a slight pressuire 
of the thumb or finger. 

It will be observed that when the envelope 
is closed the clasp is entirely concealed from 
Wile W. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. A safety-clasp for envelopes, composed of 
a single piece and comprising a bifurcated end 
and a hook projection formed at the base of 
the forked part, the opposite end being bent 
over in the direction of the hook part and 
having an inclined surface, as described, and 
for the purpose set forth. 

2. The combination, with an envelope pro 
vided with loops in a part thereof and hav 
ing one of the closing-flaps provided with a 
slit, and the other with a tongue adapted to 
enter said slit, of a locking-clasphaving times 
on one end, which are inserted through said 
loops, a hook projection, and the bent-over 
end, whereby the part of the Sealing-flap pass 
ing under said bent-over end is punctured by 
the hook part when the locking parts of the 
clasp are pressed together, substantially as 
set forth. 

Witnesses: 
L. M. FREEMAN, 
J. B. DONALSON. 
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