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1 Claim,

1

My invention. relates to. impy ovements; in ad--
i : : tlhze"l,

the examining. personnel
1

portmer eye'or hook in. the celhng or, the. like,
whlch is adapted to. receive a hook: on, the upper
end of: my novel supporting structure. At its

lower. end, my novel structure. is provided with.

a: hook whlch 1is.- adapted to receive. a hanger. or

the 11ke Th1s anangement makes. it possible to.

examme any. portlon of the article of clothing or
the. hke at the eye. level of the examiner by mere
adj astment of my novel suppoxt.

However, 1t is. speclﬁcally understood that my
novel structure has numerous other. uses, such as

the .suspension of a, cord-equlpped electric light .

ata given d1stance from the ground.

The primary obJect of my invention is the pro-
vision of such a dev1ce whlch is light in welghi
mexpenswe to manufacture, and durable in use,

A still further object of my mventmn is the
prov1s10n of a dev1ce whlch is extremely easy to
opera.te and whlch has a minimum of working
parts

'l‘he above and still further objects of my in-

vention will-become ‘apparent from the followmg

detazled specmcatlon appended clalm and: at-
tached drawmgs

Referrmg to the drawings, wherein like char-
acters indicate like parts throughout the several
views:

Fig.: 1 is a perspective view of my novel struc-
ture, illustrating one of its many uses;

Fig. 2 is an enlarged view in side elevation,

in.
antlcle of clot"nng or. other fabmc geods aftel.
completmn of Q. pressmg, cleamn g, Or repairing.
op ati on and Wlthout requiring stoopmg over by.
Such establlshments,v
vy provided. with a. dependmg Sup=.

(cL

caging, T

328 relatmn

: suie p}ate , Hub:forml g
1educed 'poxtxon 15, whlch

2 g
; cir cumfe1 ent1all°y~ .
enk ged cup shaped portmn ls w1th1n the cham~
5 R t

" eral y-spaced relatmn to the sxde plate 3

40

some - parts being. broken- away, and:some: paltsv

shown in section;

Fig. 3 is anenlarged view in transverse section
taken on the line 3—3 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 Jis an enlarged perspectlve view showing
one.. of. the hub-forming. elements of my..novel
de\(lce and a, lock ring utilized_ therewith;

Pig. 5 s an enlarged perspectwe view .of. the
locking member adapted to be received within the
hub-forming portion of Fig. 4;

Fig. 6 is an enlarged perspective view of an-
other hub-forming portion of my novel struc-
ture; and

45

50:

5o

A:pair.of: axially-spaced-annular:flanges. 19: and:
20 are rotatably.received:on the reduced portions.
12:and 1§ respectively. within .the circular ciham-
ber-4: It will:be.noted:that fianges .19 and 20;
ab their intermediate .portions, are provided with:
opposed: eircumferentially-extended: abutiments:
24, which; when: suitably. secured- together: ‘by.
welding or.-the like; cooperate with. the.fianges.
19:and:20:to provide.an outwardly-opening.sposl.
22- and- an. annular- compartment: 23: radially-.
1nwa;:dly .of the abutments.21; A torsion spring.
24; within the.annular compartment: 23; has-its-
tightlyswound.inner.end. 28 snugly received with- .
in-peripherally=slotted openings. 26-and-27:in: the.
hub~forming members.10.and 4 | respectively, and:
its tightly-wound outfer end 28 received in a
transversely-extended opening 29. A flexible rope
or cord 39 is wound about the spool 22, the inner
end thereof projecting through an opening 31 in



3

the abutments 21 and held securély under a lip
32 while the outer end projects outwardly through
the grommet opening 7, and is preferably pro-
vided with a hook or the like 33. Spring 24 thus
biases the cord 28 in a wound position on the
spool 22 with the hook member 33 held tightly
against the opening 7.

For the purpose of releasably locking the spool
22 against rotation within the casing {, I pro-
vide a pin 34 received within an axially-extend-
ing opening 35 in the reduced end portion I8.
As shown, the outer end of the pin 34 projects
outwardly of the reduced end 15 and is provided
with a head 36. At its inner end, pin 24 is like-
wise provided with an enlarged head 371 rotatably
received within the cylindrical recess 17. Head
317 is provided with a segmental slot 38, which is
alignable with the slotted openings 25 and 21,
whereby to permit passage therethrough of the
inner end 25 of the forsion spring 24 (see Fig.
5). Head 31 is also provided with radially out-
wardly-projecting circumferentially-spaced de-
tents or fingers 39 adapted to be received within
circumferentially-spaced ‘alignable openings 49
and 4f in the hub-forming portion 1§ and in the
flange 20 respectively when said openings are in
alignment. A coil compression spring 42, re-
ceived within the axially-extended well 43 in the
hub-forming portion (2, biases the head 37 and
pin 34 axially outwardly, whereby to cause de-
tents 39 to be received within the openings 40 and
41 when the same are aligned upon relative rota-
tion, one with respect to the other.

‘It will be seen that the reduced end portion (9

is provided with a pair of opposed angular faces 3

44. A pair of elongated metallic straps 45 have
their radially inner ends surrounding the reduced
portions 12 and 15 immediately outwardly of the
side plates 2 and 3. It will be noted, particularly
by reference to Fig. 7, that one of the straps 45
has opposed angular faces 46 which are adapted
to abut angular faces 44 on the reduced portion
15, whereby to prevent rotation of one strap 45
with respect to the hub-forming member (1. Ad-
jacent their radially outer-ends, the straps 45 are
tightly pressed against the peripheral edge of

the casing | and secured together such as by

welding within a slot 47 in the casing {, whereby
to prevent rotation of -the straps 45 with respect
to the casing (. At their extreme outer ends, the
straps 45 are formed to provide hooks 48 which
may be bent to any desired position. It should
here be noted that the reduced end portion 25 of
the torsion spring 24, extending as it does through
the aligned openings 26 and 27 in the hub-form-
ing members 18 and 1{, prevents rotation of these
two members with respect to each other. A spring
clip 49 is receivable within a slot 506.

From the above, it should be obvious that, when
it is desired to put my novel structure into use,
either the hook 33 or hooks 48 are secured to a
cooperating hook line or the like suspended from
overhead. The cord is then released under the
tension of spring 24 by pressing inwardly upon
the head 38, whereby to disengage the detents
39 from the openings 41 in the spool-forming
section 20 and thus permit rotation of the spool
with respect to casing I. When it is desired to
lock the cord 30 at any desired uncoiled extent,
this is accomplished merely by releasing the pres-
sure upon the head 36, whereby to allow the
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spring 41 to cause engagement of the detents 39
with the aligned openings 40 and 41. Needless
to say, rapid retraction of the cord 38 upon the
spool 22 within the casing | may be accomplished

" by again pressing inwardly upon the head 36.

My invention has been thoroughly tested and
found to be completely satisfactory for the ac-
complishment of the above objects; and, while
I have shown a preferred embodiment of my novel
structure, it will be seen that the same is capa-
ble of modification without departure from the
spirit and scope of the invention as defined in the
claim,

WhatIclaim is:

In a device of the class described, a casing in-
cluding abutting side plates defining a circular
chamber provided with alighed central openings
and a peripheral opening, a hub, said hub in-
cluding cooperating components, one of which de-
fines a cup-shaped central portion which projects
axially cutwardly through the central opening on
one side of the casing and a radially-projected
annular flange within said casing, the other of
said components defining a reduced tubular cen-
tral portion projecting axially outwardly through
the central opening of the other side of said cas~
ing and a circumferentially-enlarged cup-shaped
portion within said casing which cooperates with
said flange to provide a cylindrical recess, a pair
of axially spaced flanges rotatably mounted one
on each side of the recess-forming portions of
said hub, said flanges being provided with op-
posed circumferentially-extended abutments con-
centric with said hub which define a radially out-
wardly opening spool and a compartment radially
inwardly of said abutments, a torsion spring with-
in said compartment yieldingly biasing said spool
in one direction of rotary movement, a pin slid-
ably mounted in the tubular end of said hub for
axial sliding movements, an enlarged head on the
inner end of said pin within said cylihdrical re-
cess, said hub and one of said flanges being pro-
vided with circumferentially-spaced axially ex-
tended openings which are alignable upon rota-
tion of one thereof with respect to the other,
a detent carried by said head and adapted to be
received within said openings when said openings
are in alisnment, whereby to lock said flange
against rotation with respect to said hub, a coil
spring received within the cup-shaped reduced
end of said hub and yieldingly biasing said head
toward engagement with the detents ‘carried -
thereby with the aligned openings in said hub
and fiange, and a flexible cord element coiled
about said spool, said cord element having one
end secured to said spool and its other end pro-
jecting outwardly through the peripheral open-
ing in said casing.

JAMES E. PETRIE.
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