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1. Claim. 

My invention relates to improvements, in ad 
f the type utilized, justable supporting structur 

lly, suspending articles at Varying. dis 
the ground. 
pause of such adjustable suspending 

---.' tailor shops or dry cleaning estab 
shments, wherein it is desired to examine the 

article of clothing or, other, fabric, goods, after. 
completion of a pressing, cleaning, or repairing. 
operation, and without requiring stooping over by 
the examining personnel. Such establishments. 
are frequently provided with a depending Supt. 
porting, eye or hook in the ceiling or the like, 
which is adapted to receive a hook on the upper 
end of my novel supporting structure. At its 
lower end, my aovel structure is provided with 
a hook, which is adapted to receive a hanger or 
the like. This, arrangement makes it possible to. 
examine any portion of the article of clothing or 
the like at the eye level of the examiner, by mere 
adjustment of my novel support. 

However, it is specifically, understood that my 
novel structure has numerous other, uses, such as 
the suspension of a cord requipped electric light 
at a given distance from the ground. 
The primary object of my invention is the pro 

vision of such a device, which is light in weight, 
inexpensive to manufacture, and durable in use. 
A still further object of my invention is the 

prov ision of a device which is extremely easy to 
operate and which has a minimum of working 
parts. 
The above, and still further objects of my in 

vention will become apparent from the following 
detailed specification, appended claim, and at 
tached drawings. 
Referring to the drawings, wherein like char 

acters indicate like parts throughout the several 
views: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my novel struc 
ture, illustrating one of its many uses; 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged view in side elevation, 
some parts being, broken away, and some parts. 
shown in Section; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged view is transverse section 
taken on the line 3-3 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged perspective view showing 
one of the hub-forming elements of my novel 
device and a lock ring utilized therewith; 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged perspective view of the 
locking member adapted to be received within the 
hub-forming portion of Fig. 4; 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged perspective view of an 
other hub-forming portion of my novel struc 
ture; and 

3. 

0. 

30. i 

ber: 4 

35. 

40. 

45.” 

50. 

engagement of the shoulderson 

(Cl. 242-107) 

el 
g: . As 
ferabl 
like 8 

with the side plate 2. Hubforming. 
includes a reduced portion. 5, which 

axially:OutWardly through: the opening 6. 
t i.anglia circumferentially. 

Which cooperates: with the flanges 3 to 
9Wide: a cylindrical recess il. Circumferen 

tially-extended shoulder. 8: on the reduced-pop 
tion: 5 maintains: the enlarged portion. 6;inlat 
erally-spaced relation to the side plate 3. 
A pair of axially-spaced annular:flanges. 9..ands 

20 are rotatably received on the reduced sportions 
2;and 5.respectively within the circular cam 
ber 4: It will be noted: that fanges. 9; and 20 
at their intermediate portions, are provided with. 
opposed: circunaferentially extended abutments 
2, which, when suitably... secured-together; by 
Welding, or, the like, cooperate with, the fianges. 
9 and :20 to provide an outwardly opening spool. 
22 and an annular, compartment. 23. radially. 
inWardly of the abutments. 21: A torsion springs 
24. Within...the annular compartment 23 has its 
tightly swoundinner-end:25:snugly received with 
in peripherally-slotted openings. 26:and 27:in the 
hub-forming members. O. and if respectively, and 
its tightly-wound outer end 28 received in a 
transversely-extended opening 29. A flexible rope 
or cord 30 is wound about the spool 22, the inner 
end thereof projecting through an opening 3 in 

  

  

    

  



3 
the abutments 2 t and held securely under a lip 
32 while the outer end projects outwardly through 
the grommet opening T, and is preferably pro 
vided with a hook or the like 33. Spring 24 thus 
biases the cord 39 in a wound position on the 
spool 22 with the hook member 33 held tightly 
against the opening 7. 
For the purpose of releasably locking the spool 

22 against rotation within the casing , I pro 
wide a pin 34 received. Within an axially-extend 
ing opening 35 in the reduced end portion 5. 
As shown, the outer end of the pin 34 projects 
outwardly of the reduced end f 5 and is provided 
with a head 36. At its inner end, pin 34 is like 
Wise provided with an enlarged head 37 rotatably 
received within the cylindrical recess 7. Head 
37 is provided with a segmental slot 38, which is 
alignable With the Slotted openings 25 and 27, 
whereby to permit passage therethrough of the 
inner end 25 of the torsion spring 24 (see Fig. 
5). Head 37 is also provided with radially out 
wardly-projecting circumferentially-spaced de 
tents or fingers 39 adapted to be received within 
circumferentially-spaced alignable openings 40 
and 4 in the hub-forming portion 6 and in the 
flange 20 respectively when said openings are in 
alignment. A coil compression spring 42, re 
ceived within the axially-extended well 43 in the 
hub-forming portion f2, biases the head 37 and 
pin 34 axially outwardly, whereby to cause de 
tents 39 to be received within the openings 40 and 
4 when the same are aligned upon relative rota 
tion, one with respect to the other. 

It will be seen that the reduced end portion f 5 
is provided With a pair of Opposed angular faces : 
44. A pair of elongated metallic straps 45 have 
their radially inner ends surrounding the reduced 
portions 2 and 5 immediately outwardly of the 
side plates 2 and 3. It will be noted, particularly 
by reference to Fig. 7, that one of the straps 45 
has opposed angular faces 46 which are adapted 
to abut angular faces 44 on the reduced portion 
5, whereby to prevent rotation of one strap 45 
With respect to the hub-forming member . Ad 
jacent their radially outer ends, the straps 45 are 
tightly pressed against the peripheral edge of 
the casing and Secured together such as by 
welding within a slot 47 in the casing , whereby 
to prevent rotation of the straps 45 with respect 
to the casing . At their extreme outer ends, the 
straps 45 are formed to provide hooks 48 which 
may be bent to any desired position. It should 
here be noted that the reduced end portion 25 of 
the torsion spring 24, extending as it does through 
the aligned openings 26 and 27 in the hub-form 
ing members O and , prevents rotation of these 
two members With respect to each other. A spring 
clip 49 is receivable Within a slot 5. 
From the above, it should be obvious that, when 

it is desired to put my novel structure into use, 
either the hook 33 or hooks 48 are secured to a 
cooperating hook line or the like suspended from 
Overhead. The COrd is then released under the 
tension of Spring 24 by pressing inwardly upon 
the head 36, whereby to disengage the detents 
39 from the openings 4 in the spool-forming 
section 20 and thus permit rotation of the spool 
With respect to Casing . When it is desired to 
lock the cord 30 at any desired uncoiled extent, 
this is accomplished merely by releasing the pres 
sure upon the head 36, whereby to allow the 
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spring 4 to cause engagement of the detents 39 
With the aligned openings 40 and 4. Needless 
to say, rapid retraction of the cord 30 upon the 
Spool 22 within the casing may be accomplished 
by again pressing inwardly upon the head 36. 
My invention has been thoroughly tested and 

found to be completely satisfactory for the ac 
complishment of the above objects; and, while 
I have shown a preferred embodiment of my novel 
structure, it will be seen that the same is capa 
ble of modification without departure from the 
Spirit and Scope of the invention as defined in the 
claim. 
What claim is: 
In a device of the class described, a casing in 

cluding abutting Side plates defining a circular 
chamber provided with aligned central openings 
and a peripheral opening, a hub, said hub in 
cluding cooperating components, one of which de 
fines a cup-shaped central portion which projects 
axially outwardly through the central opening on 
One Side of the casing and a radially-projected 
annular flange within said casing, the other of 
Said components defining a reduced tubular cen 
tral portion projecting axially outwardly through 
the central opening of the other side of said cas 
ing and a circumferentially-enlarged cup-shaped 
portion within Said Casing which cooperates with 
Said flange to provide a cylindrical recess, a pair 
of axially Spaced flanges rotatably mounted one 
On each side of the recess-forming portions of 
Said hub, said flanges being provided with op 
posed circumferentially-extended abutments con 
centric with said hub which define a radially out 
Wardly opening Spool and a compartment radially 
in Wardly of Said abutments, a torsion spring with 
in Said compartment yieldingly biasing said spool 
in One direction of rotary movement, a pin slid 
ably mounted in the tubular end of said hub for 
axial sliding movements, an enlarged head on the 
inner end of Said pin within said cylindrical re 
cess, Said hub and one of said flanges being pro 
vided with circumferentially-spaced axially ex 
tended Openings which are alignable upon rota 
tion of one thereof with respect to the other, 
a detent carried by said head and adapted to be 
received Within Said openings when said openings 
are in alignment, whereby to lock said flange 
against rotation with respect to said hub, a coil 
Spring received within the cup-shaped reduced 
end of Said hub and yieldingly biasing said head 
toward engagement with the detents carried 
thereby with the aligned openings in said hub 
and fiange, and a flexible cord element coiled 
about said Spool, said cord element having one 
end Secured to said spool and its other end pro 
jecting outwardly through the peripheral open 
ing in said casing. 
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