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To all Zuhon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, MATHIASM. HoFFMANN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Du. 
buque, in the county of Dubuque and State 
of Iowa, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Burial-Caskets; and I 
do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
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clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art 
to which it appertains to make and use the 
Sale. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

cover or lid for a burial casket, which shall 
be composed of two parts, a foot portion hav 
ing a name-panel integral therewith, and a 
head portion, consisting of a number of sec 
tionshinged together, and one section hinged 
to the head of the casket, the name-plate is 
hinged to one of the sections of the face-plate 
in such a manner that when the sections of 
the face-plate are folded over the head of the 
casket out of the way, the name-plate will 
fold therewith and rest thereon, where it may 
be more readily seen when the remains in 
the casket are being viewed, and leaving the 
name-panel free to be occupied by flowers or 
otherwise, and when the casket is closed, the name-plate will rest upon the name-panel in 
the foot portion of the cover or lid. 
In explaining the details of my construc 

tion, reference will be had to the accompany 
ing drawings, in which 

Figure 1. is a perspective of a casket with 
my improved face-plate and name-plate open, 
and Fig. 2. is a plan view of the casket with 
the face-plate and name-plate closed. 

Likeletters of reference denote correspond 
ing parts in both the drawings. 
A, represents the body of the casket-B 

the cover or lid. The lid consists of two parts, 
the face-plate for the head, and cover for the 
foot of the casket. The face-plate is com 
posed preferably, of three sectionshinged to 
gether, one of the sectionshinged to the head 
of the casket, and each adapted to fold upon 
the other, and all fold out over the head of 
the casket. The section C, is hinged to the 
head of the casket in such a manner that 
when it is folded back, the upper side of 
section C, will face downward over the outer 

edge of the casket, as shown in Fig.1. Sec 
tion D, is hinged to the inner end of section 
C, in such a manner that its under face will 
rest against the underface of section C, when 
folded over. To the inner end of section D, 
is hinged the section E, in such a way that its 
upper face shall be turned down upon the up 
per face of section D, when the face-plate is 
folded over. To the inner end of E, is hinged 
the name-plate F, by hinges a-a, of such 
length that when the face-plate is closed, the 
name-plate will reston the center of the name: 
panel G, on the lid B, and still remain hinged 
to the section E, and when open, the name 
plate will rest in the center of the section E, 
on top of the folded sections C, D, and E, at 
the head of the casket, where it can be read 
ily seen by those passing the casket, when 
the remains are being viewed. 

It will be seen that by this mode of con 
struction, when the face-plate is closed down, 
and it is desired to open the same, the name 
plate F, is folded against the under side of 
section E, the upper side of E, is folded 
against the upper side of section D, and D, is 
folded against the under side of E, and C, 
with all of the parts folded upon its under 
side, is folded over the end of the casket, 
leaving the name-plate F, exposed to view at 
the head of the casket. It will also be ob 
served, that none of the parts, C, D, or E, 
need be upholstered or decorated, unless the 
under side of the part E, around its outer 
edges, beyond the space occupied by the 
name-plate F. Further, by this mode of fold 
ing the face-plate, the usual panel for the 
name is left free for floral offerings, if de 
sired, and also that by folding the face-plate 
at the head, it is entirely out of the way of 
those viewing the remains in the casket, with 
the name-plateresting on the top of the folded 
face-plate, and in full view. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I desire to secure by Letters Patent is 
1. In a burial casket, a face-plate consisting 

of sectionshinged together, and one section 
hinged to the head of the casket and adapted 
to fold out over the head of the casket, in 
combination with a name-plate hinged to the 
inner section of the face-plate and adapted 
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to fold with Sections of the face-plate, over 
the head of the casket, and rest thereon, when 
the casket is open, for the purpose shown. 

2. In a burial casket, a cover for the foot 
5 of the casket, having a name-panel integral 

there with, a face-plate Composed of sections 
hinged together, and one section hinged to the 
head of the casket, said sections adapted to 
fold upon each other and out over the head 
of the casket, in combination with a late 
Plate hinged to one of thesections of the face 
plate and adapted to rest upon the name 

panel of the foot cover, when the casket is 
closed, and fold with the sections of the face. 
plate, and rest upon the top of said section, .5 
at the head of the casket when the casket is 
Open, for the purpose shown. 

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

MATHIAS M. HOFFMANN. 
Witnesses: 

M. M. CADy, 
M. REILLEY. 

  


