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(57) Abstract: A dispensing device for granular materials in flakes or grains, comprising: - a hopper (2), provided with a lower discharge
opening (21); - a drawer (3), arranged below the discharge opening (21) of the hopper (2), which defines a containment space and is
provided with a free edge (30) allowing the flow of the granular material along at least one main direction (X); - motor means (5),
arranged to impart an alternating motion to the drawer (3) along the main direction (X); - a transverse wall (4), lying on a plane transverse
to the main direction (X) and arranged at least partly inside the drawer (3); wherein the motor means (5) is arranged to implement an
alternating relative motion along the main direction (X) between the drawer (3) and the transverse wall (4). A method for producing
ceramic tiles using this dispensing device is also claimed, as well as a ceramic tile produced by said method.
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Box No.ll Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. lll Observations where unity of invention is lacking {Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

1. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.
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X As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:
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4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims;; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.
The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

B No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-3(completely); 13-19 (partially)

Dispensing device for granular materials according to claim
1, wherein the transverse wall is solidly constrained to the
hopper; dispensing bar according to claim 1; method for
producing ceramic tiles using the dispensing device of claim
1; and ceramic tile produced by said method.

2. claims: 4-6, 13-19(all partially)

Dispensing device for granular materials according to claim
1, comprising a support to which the drawer is slidingly
associated along the main direction; dispensing bar
according to claim 4 (first alternative); method for
producing ceramic tiles using the dispensing device of claim
4 (first alternative); and ceramic tile produced by said
method.

3. claims: 4-6, 13-19(all partially)

Dispensing device for granular materials according to claim
1, comprising a support to which the transverse wall is
slidingly associated along the main direction; dispensing
bar according to claim 4 (second alternative); method for
producing ceramic tiles using the dispensing device of claim
4 (second alternative); and ceramic tile produced by said
method.

4. claims: 7-12(completely); 13-19(partially)

Dispensing device for granular materials according to claim
1, wherein the motor means comprises (i) an elastic sleeve
provided with a cavity and (ii) feeding means, arranged to
feed in a controlled manner an operating fluid to the
cavity; dispensing bar according to claim 7; method for
producing ceramic tiles using the dispensing device of claim
7; and ceramic tile produced by said method.
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