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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHNM.MARTIN, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing in the city, 
county, and State of New York, have invented 
a certain new and useful Iunprovement in 
Riding-Saddles, of which the following is a 
specification. 
My invention relates to riding saddles, in 

general, but more particularly to women's 
saddles, and has for its principal objects to 
enable the rider while in the saddle to quickly 
and conveniently adjust the height of the 
stirrup, and also to stiffen the saddle and 
strengthen and increase its bearing on the 
horse, especially on the side on which the 
Woman is riding. 
My invention by which I attain these ends 

comprises novel means for upholding the sad 
dle flap to give convenient access to the stir 
rup-adjusting strap thereunder, a novel stir 
rup-adjusting device readily operated from 
the saddle, means for securing the flap in 
place when in lowered position, and a brace 
of novel character applied to the saddle, all 
as will be hereinafter more fully set forth. 
In order that my invention may be clearly 

ascertained, I shall first describe in detail the 
mode in which I carry the invention into ef 
fect and then point out its novel features in 
the claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming part of this specification, 
in which- w 

Figure 1 represents in side view a woman's 
Saddle embodying my invention, from the 
stirrup or “on” side. Fig. 2 is a view of the 
same from the opposite or “off” side, the sad 
dle flap being raised to show the stirrup-ad 
justing device. Fig. 3 is a cross sectional 
View of the same on the line 33, Figs. 2 and 
5. Fig. 4 is an enlarged plan view of the same 
With the flaps and seat removed. Fig. 5 is an 
enlarged perspective view illustrating in de 
tail the stirrup strap adjusting-device and 
the flap retaining device. Fig. 6 is a detail 
sectional view illustrating the flap-retaining 
device. 

Like letters of reference designate corre 
sponding parts in all the figures. 
A designates the tree of a saddle of ordi 

nary form having the horns A and the side 
limbs A, A.; B, the bridge; C, the pommel; 

D, the seat; E, the under-pads, and FF, the 
flaps. 

In applying my stirrup-adjusting device, i 
secure a suitably bowed flat tube G, as a guide 
for the stirrup strap H, at its ends to the re 
spective side limbs AA, of the tree in the 
line of the stirrup strap, and I may form the 
bridge B integrally with said tube, as shown 
in Figs. 4 and 5. 
To the tree limb A', as by means of an or 

dinary stirrup-bar A', I permanently secure 
one end of the stirrup strap H, the other end of 
which I then pass outward through an open 
ing I in the saddle flap F, and from the in 
side through the stirrup H, and thence carry 
it back loosely through the flap opening I and 
the transverse tube-guide G, out on the oppo 
site or “off” side of the saddle, and through 
a chute or open guide J, secured to the tree 
limb Ainline with the tube-guide G. Across 
the top of the chute-guide J is pivoted a roller 
or pulley K, beneath and around which the 
end of the strap His passed, and in the chute 
guide below the roller Kis fixed a hook-catch 
L, to be engaged by one of a row of eyelets in 
the loose end of the strap. The guide J, pull 
ley K and catch L form a strong and conven 
ient buckle securely fixed to that side of the 
saddle-tree. With this arrangement, the 
woman rider can with one hand reach the 
loose end of the strap, being on the “off” 
side, and by pulling the same upward over 
the pulley K detach it from the hook-catch L 
and raise or lower the stirrup H on the op 
posite side to any height desired, after which 
she can again secure the strap by the hook 
catch T. To facilitate this adjustment, I 
provide for retaining the “off” flap F, cov 
ering the aidjusting device, in position, when 
raised to expose the adjusting device, by 
means of a flat flexible rim M, one end of 
which is fitted to slide lengthwise in a guide 
M’ secured to the under side of the flap F, 
and the other end of which is pivoted to 
swing in the vertical plane between ears N' 
of a base-piece N, which is fixed to the tree 
limb A, and may be formed integrally with 
the chute-guide J as shown. The said end of 
the rib M is formed with a nose M having 
two bearings M and M, shown in Fig. 6, 
which are alternately engaged by a spring M 
on the base-piece N, so that the rib M, and 

55 

7 o 

75 

OO 



O 

25 

hence the flap Fon which it plays, will, when 
raised as shown in Fig. 2, be spring-held in 
such position, and when again lowered, be 
likewise retained in that position. The rider 
is thus enabled to manipulate both the flap 
and the stirrup-adjusting device with one 
hand, leaving the other hand free to control 
the horse. 
To positively secure the lowered flap in 

place over the adjusting device, I provide it 
With an eyeleted tongue O to engage a hook 
catch P on the girth P', as shown in Fig. 2. 
From the “on” limb A* to the correspond 

ing horn A' of the tree, I extend a strong flat 
diagonal brace Q, rigidly secured at its ends 
to said horn and limb, to stiffen the tree for 
the extra work put upon it and serve as an 
increased bearing on the side on which the 
Woman rides. The brace Q particularly 
strengthens the corresponding horn A'against 
the rearward strain imposed upon it in draw 
ing the strap H through the guide G in the 
adjustment before described. 
I claim 
l. In a side saddle, the combination with 

the Saddle tree having the opposite side limbs 
A” and A, and the transverse strap-guide G 
connecting the limbs A and A, of a stirrup 
strap running loosely through the strap-guide 
G, a stirrup on said strap depending from the 
tree limb A, and a buckle rigidly attached 
to the tree limb A, to which buckle the cor 
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responding end of the stirrup strap is adjust 
ably fastened, so that said stirrup strap can 
be readily unfastened, adjusted and fastened 
on the “off” side of the saddle, substantially 
as and for the purpose hereinbefore set forth. 

2. The combination, with the saddle tree, 
comprising the side limbs A and A and their 
respective horns A' A', the strap guide G con 
necting the limbs A and A, and the stirrup 
bar. A connecting the limb A* and its horn 
A", of a stirrup strap run loosely through the 
strap guide G, a buckle rigidly attached to 
the limb A, to which buckle one end of the 
stirrup strap is fastened adjustably, the op 
posite end of said strap depending in a loop 
from the limb A* and secured to the stirrup 
bar A', and a stirrup H"slung loosely on said 
loop, substantially as and for the purpose 
herein before set forth. 

3. The combination, with the saddle tree 
provided with the transverse strap guide G, 
of a stirrup strap running loosely through the 
strap guide G, a stirrup on said strap on one 
side of the saddle, a strap-guide J fixed to the 
tree on the opposite side of the saddle, a strap 
pulley K spanning the guide J and a strap 
catch L fixed with respect to said pulley, sub 
stantially as shown and described. 

JOHN M. MARTIN. 
Witnesses: 

CLARENCE L. BURGER, 
ROSCOE C, TOOMBS, 
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