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4 Claims.

This invention relates to lockers or wardrobes,
0r 2 combined locker and wardrobe, particularly
for use in shops and factories.

It is an object of the invention to provide a
storage structure which includes a series .of
closable compartments and an associated, spe-
cifically underlying cabinet having provision for
the spaced positioning and detachable mounting
of a series of coat hangers, each of which hangers
has an elongated flexible member, such as a
chain, which is nen-detachably connected to the
stationary part of the -locker, which passes
through a loop portion -of the ocoat hanger and
is provided on its free -end with a ‘button-like
part of a locking device adapted detachably to
be positioned 4n the slot of the closable door of
one of the compartments, which preferably im-
mediately overlies the particular coat hanger,
and arranged so that when the door is closed the
end of the chain is locked to the -door of that
particular compartment.

In addition, the invention comprises means
whereby the various -coat hangers are mounted
in spaced relation along and under the series of
closable compartments, and in a manner such
that while they are maintained in spaced rela-
tion so that they ¢annot be slid or bunched to-
gether, each coat hanger -can be removed from
its location but -cannot be removed from the
chain or flexible member. The arrangement
then is such that ‘one of the factory employees
can unlock one of the elosable compartments,
run the free end of the-chain through the sleeve
of the coat, hang the coat upon the coat hanger
and then position the locking means in the slot
of the door, put his ‘hat and other property in
the compartment and ‘lock ‘the door, and thus
he-will also lock his-coat upon the clothes hanger
in such a manner -that it cannot be removed
therefrom, and in such & manner-that the various
coat hangers will ‘be ‘maintained in spaced re-
Iation with respect ‘to each other and cannot be
slid aleng or bunched to one side of the coat
hanger space. '

Yet another object of ‘the nvention restdes in
providing details-of construction of the forego-
ing structure. . .

Another object of the-invention resides in-pro-
viding a particular type of -partition ‘mounting
for the partitions of the cabinet,. :

Another object of the invention resides in pro-'
viding a specific construction.of the coat hanger
itself which is adapted to be mounted on. the
wardrobe, ’ ' R )
" "These and other objects of the invention will
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be apparent from a perusal of the following
specification when taken in conneetion with the
accompanying drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 is a front perspeetive view of the im-
proved locker wardrobe, one of the hinged doors
being shown -in. .dotted lines as raised to open
position;

Figure 2 is & right side view of ‘the locker
wardrobe shown in Pigure 1 with certain parts
of the frame broken away, to show & coat in po-
sition and -a chain passing through the sleeve of
the coat;

Figure 3 is a sectional view of the base, and
being taken on line 3—38 of Figure 1;

Figure 4 is 2 -section taken on line 4-—4 of
Pigure 1;

Figure 5 is a section taken on line 55 of
Figure 4;

Figure 6 -is-a section taken on line 6—86 of
Pigure 4;

Figure 7 is a detail plan section taken on line
1—17 of Figure 5;

Figure 8 is a fragmentary verspective view of
one -of the partition members;

Figures 9 and 10 are fragmentary perspective
views of the doors of the Iocker and their asso-
ciation ‘with the chain locking device;

Pigure 11 is a ‘perspective view of one of the
coat hangers;

Figure 12 is an enlarged fragmentary detail
view of the rail for supporting the coat hangers;

Figure 13 is a fragmentary front view of the
coat hanger -and-its association with the hanger
supporting rail; and

Figure 14 is a detail sectional view taken on
the line 14—i4 of Pigure 10.

Referring now to the drawings in detail, the
invention comprises 4 preferably sheet metal

 bottom 2 having depending flanges on all sides,
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. the depending-flange 4 ‘being shown in Figure 1.

To ‘the ends of this ‘bottom 2 are secured two
lower ‘corner ‘brackets 6 and § of the eonstruc-~
tion shown in ‘Figure 1, each of which com-’
prises -an -outside ‘vertical ‘wall 190 having an up-

« Der-edeeas at 12 doubled upon itself for strength

and-ornamentation, and ‘having a-lower inward-
ly extending horizontal flange 14 which under:
lies the lower edge 5 of the basal fianges, such
as 4. ‘These two lower brackets are cut away
in curvilinear fashion for ornamental purposes.
The base 2 is bolted to these lower corner brack-
ets by means of the bolts 20,-as.shown in Figure
3. In addition, the hase 2 is provided with a
centrally disposed reinforcing .element of sheet
metal, generally in the form of a pan 22 hav-
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ing upper longitudinally extending opposed
flanges 24 and 2§ which are welded tc the under-
side of the base 2, as shown. The two ends of
the lower portion 28 of the pan are provided
with two downwardly extending flanges 33 which
are spot welded as at 32 to the end basal flanges
5 of the base. In addition there are four up-
right angle posts 34, the bottoms of which, as
shown at 36, rest upon the base 2. The lower
corner brackets are bolted to these corner posts
as shown at 2{ for rigidly holding the corner
posts in upright position. The corner posts ex-
tend upwardly and terminate at 31, as shown
in Figure 4. .

The locker unit is supported upon the four
posts 34 and held in position thereon by means
of two upper corner brackets 36 and 88. The
locker unit itself comprises a rectangular box-
like structure 40 having opposed vertical end
walls 56 and 58, a top wall 42, and a base 44.
Like the bottom portion of this locker wardrobe,
the upper locker part thereof is formed prefer-
ably of sheet metal. As shown best in Figure 4,
it includes a sheet metal back panel 45 which has
a lower flange 46.
edge underlying a rear depending flange 48 of the
sheet metal top 42, the same being bolted to-
gether as at 52. The front edge of this sheet
metal top is provided with a front depending

flange 54. Each of the two sheet metal ends 56 !

and 58 has an inturned flange 89 at the top and
an inturned flange §2 along its rear side. The top
flanges 60 overlie the top wall 42 and the rear
flanges 62 overlie the ends of the back wall 46 and

are secured thereto by bolts 63 and by bolts 85 at

the corners which also secure the flange 48 of the
top 42.

The front 50 is a rectangular frame structure
preferably formed as a single piece having a
series of spaced apart rectangular openings
therein, as shown in Fig. 1. This front 50 has
a rearwardly extending flange 64 along its top
edge, another rearwardly extending flange 66
along its bottom edge and similar flanges 68
at each end. Each of the spaced apart rectangu-
lar openings 10 is also provided with a series of
rearwardly - extending flanges consisting of a
flange 12 at the top, a flange 74 at the bottom,
a flange 16 at one side and a flange 18 at the
other. -

A series of bolts 90 located at spaced intervals
along the entire length of the top flange §4 secure
together this flange 64 and the top 42 and, as
shown in Fig. 4, the depending flange 54 on top
42 extends adjacent the front wall B8 between
the flange 64 and the flanges 12 on the top row
of openings 78. The end flanges 68 overlie the
side walls 56 and 58 (see Fig. 6) and the front
ends of each of the side walls 56 and 58 have
inwardly extending portions 82 and terminate
in forwardly extending portions 84. The portions
82 and 84 on the wall 56 thus extend in the
space between the flange 68 and the adjacent
flanges 16 and those on wall 58 extend between
the other flange 68 and the adjacent flanges 18
thus maintaining the forward ends of walls 56
and 58 in their proper position. The leaf 92 of
a hinge 80 is bolted as at 94 to the flange 12 at
the top of each opening 70 and each opening 76
is provided with a door 98 which is hingedly
connected to the leaf 92 by a hinge pin 96. Each
door 98 has inwardly extending strengthening
flanges 99 on both vertical edges and carries a
key-operated lock 100 and has a lower lip 102
which overlies the front wall 50 below the door.

This back panel has its top &

4

An intermediate shelf or partition {16 pro-
vides a floor for all the row of lockers closed by
the top row of doors 88 and a top wall for the
lower row of lockers. This partition 118 has a
depending flange or skirt {18 all around. At the
front of the partition (16 a series of pockets 120
are formed, one for each door, to accommodate
the projecting tongue 124 of the bolt on the lock
100 of the door 98 thereabove, the bolt extending
through a slot or keeper in the flange 74 at the
bottom of each opening 70. Along the front of
each pocket 120 the flange {i8 has a narrow
portion 122 so that the lower edge of flange 18
is on the same level all around. Reference to
Tig. 6 shows that the main part of the shelf 116.
extends on a level with the flanges T4 below the

. top row of openings 10 and that a depression 36

is provided at the front of shelf 116 to accommo-

" date the flanges 74 where the shelf {16 extends
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thereunder. The rear depending flange 18 of
shelf (16 is bolted as at 130 to the rear panel 45.
The shelf 116 may also be bolted at other places
to rigid fixed portions of the construction, if
desired. In the construction shown, however,
the shelf 116 is supported at the front by the de-
pending flange 118 which extends adjacent the
front wall 50 in position so that its lower edge
may engage the flanges T2 at the top of the lower
series of openings T0.

The bottom 44 of the locker is substantially
identical in structure with shelf 116 except as
hereinafter noted. It has a flange 134 similar to
flange 148 and is secured by bolts 136 to the rear
panel 45 and to other parts, if desired. Bottom
44 also has a series of pockets 126 similar to the
pockets 120 for accommodating the projecting
tongues 124 of the bolts on the locks {09 of the
bottom row of doors. The flange 134 has a
narrow portion {35 similar to the portion {22 and
a shallow depression #37 which, like depression
85, is provided to receive the bottom flanges 14
of the lower row of openings 10 and permit the
main part of floor 44 to extend on a level with
these flanges T4. Floor 44 is supported at the
front by the depending flange 134 which extends
adjacent the front wall 50 between the lower row
of flanges 14 and the bottom flange 68.

To better support the box-like structure 406 an
angle iron frame 140 is provided which extends
on all four sides of the locker structure 48 under

- the floor 44 and inside its depending flange 134.
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The rear vertical arm 138 of the angle iron frame
140 is also secured by bolts 136 so that the flange
134 is clamped between the arm {38 and the rear
wall 45. The front vertical arm 142 of the frame
140 extends adjacent the inner face of the front
portion of flange 134 and is relieved as at {44
at suitable intervals to receive the dished por-
tions of floor 44 where the pockets 126 are formed.

Within the box-like structure 49 the individual
lockers in each row are separated by a series of
vertical partitions 152 in the top row and (54
in the bottom row. The partitions {52 and (54
are of identical structure. Bach partition has
two vertical rows of slits 155, 155, 157 and (58
formed therein at the places indicated in Fig.
4. The material of the partitions along each
row of slits is then bent laterally of the partition
surfaces into a semi-circular shape with alter-
nate portions extending on opposite sides of the
partition. Thus, as shown in Figs. 4, 5, and 6,
the material between slits 157 and 158 is bent
out on one side of partition 152 to provide a
circular formation 160 and the material between,
slit 158 and the bottom of partition 152 and
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between slits 156 and 18T is bent -out on the
opposite side - of partitioh 162 to provide ‘the
¢ircular ‘forinations 162 and 164, fespectively,
and this is continued throughout the Tull length
of -gach row of -slits in ‘each -of the ‘paftitions 152
and 154. "The citcular forthations 169, 162, 164
éte. are designed to teteéive 4 fod 166. The rods
188 are provided with bfead heads 188 and extend
dewh through perforations ih the top #42 then
through Girculat forrhatiohs in @ partition 152,
theh through ‘an opehing in sHeélf 116 through
eireular formations if a lower partition 154 and,
fitially, through openings in the bottom 44 where
they afe threaded 4 ‘at 170 to receive the nuts
112 for holding the partitionis in position. In
gddition the partitions 182 and 154 themselves
and ‘their bolt receiving portions 160, 162 and
164, help to rigidify the tod 42, the shelf 116 -and
the bottom 44.

Each of the partitions (52 and 154 has a flange
159 on its rear eénd and:a flange 161 on its.forward
ehd. Each of these flanges 159 and 161 extends
from the partition toward the 'end wall 58.  The
partitions 152 and 154 terminate shott of the
front wall 50 So that the flahge 461 is spaced
therefrom but extends between adjacent flanges
18 @and . 76. A vertically ‘extending ‘channel
ghaped member 163 is welded to the flange {861,
as at 165, with the arms of the channel ekxtend-
ing toward the front -wall 50 and aids in main-
taining the forward ends of partitions 152 and
154 in their proper position.

Az before stated, the entire pigeonhole-like top
locker 40 is mounted upon the :corner posts 34
by means of the upper:corner brackets 86 and 88.
To this-ehd :each -one-of these uipper side brackets
is a reversely disposed ‘duplicate -0f the bottom
brackets 6 and 8 -and ‘comprisés a vertical side
wall portion 174, :en ubpéer horizontal flange 116
extending ih aroiind the three sides of the top
and -arcuate side faces 180. The side wall 174 is
doubled upon itself ‘as at 178 along its lower edge
for istrength and ornamentation. The horizon-
tal flanges 116 on the two -cormer brackets 86
ahd ‘88 provide horizontal 'surfaces upon ‘which
the box-like structure 40 sits. At the treat-above
the arcuate faces (80 -0f the brackets -86 and 88,
the flanges. 176 are secured by bolis 146 to the
angle iron frame (40 -and to the flange 46 ex-
tending in from the rear wall 45. Bolts 148
secure flanges 176 to the flange 66 -and to the
gngle iron frame {40 -above the arcuate -faces
180 ‘'of brackets ‘86 and 88 at the front. Lastly,
8 series of bolts 150 fasten angle iron frame 140
end inturned flanges 449 on theé lower ‘edges of
ends 56 and B8 to flanges 116. The housing 40
is thus well secured to the corner brackets 86
and 88 but is at the same time removable.

Brackets 86 and 88-are in turh ¥igidly fhounted
o1 ‘the posts 34 as best seen-in Pigs. 4,5, and 7.
This mounting includes four sheet metal plates
(83, one of ‘Which is weldéd, as at 186 ahd 168,

t6 the inter faces of ‘the vertical ‘walls I'M and

180 of the upper -corner ‘hrackets 86 and 88 at
each of the four corners-of the ‘structure. Bach
of these plates 183 exténds sllghtly Jess than
the ‘full height of -corner bratkets 86 and 88 and
is shaped a5 ‘shown in Fig. 7 t6 Totm an L<shaped
yértical poeket 190 slightly Yarger than the corner
posts 34 in which the -corner :posts are received
to firmly mount the upper corrier brackets 86 and
88 on the corner posts 34. "The posts 34 do not
extend up through the full height of pockets
190, however, to engage flanges 1716, Instead, at
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each corner of the structure a short distance 75

above the vertical mid-pbint of brackets 86 and
88, two portions of the Hsterial of brackets 86
and 88 are cut -at 181 and 182, respectively, from
walls I'H and 189 and bent down to Norizontal
position to Torim tangs 184 and 185 which extend
through suitably located ‘openings in plates 183,
which openifigs ate just large enough to receive
these ‘tahgs8. 'The Toad of structire 40 1§ thus
transmitted ‘to the top 31 of posts 84 through
the tangs IBB and 186 which are engaged by the
190. The wardrobe proper beneath the locker
poftion 40; provides ‘a rélatively large space in
which 'a séries of garments, siich as coats, may be
hihg.  To this €nd the bottom wall 44 of the
box=like Structure 40 has bolted thereto; s &t
192, a bracket 194, the upper flange 196 of which
has ten portiens struck éut, bent downwardly
and perforated to form & series of tén spaced
¢lips or ¢chain holders (98. These thain holders
198 are uniforily spaced &b that there ate two
under each pair of vertically -alighed lockers.
Each chain-holder 198 has one ehd of one of a
corresponding Series ‘of ‘tén -chains or other fex-
ible -elongated Thembers 200 ‘permanently at-
tached thereto. Th addition the wvertical wall
185 of the bracket 194 is provided with a .sorre-
sponding series «of ten spaced holes 202 through
which ‘the chains 208 pass. “This vertical wall
195 of the bracket 194 also carties @ Torwardly
extending horizontal flange 208 which in turn
is provided with an vipstanhding flahge 205. ‘Op-
posite each ¢chain holder 198:-and associated open~
ing 202 the flanges 204 :and 206 e ‘cut out to

5 form ‘ten slots 208.. These slots 208 are adapted

to receive the vertical Shahk 210 of .4 parment
hanger 212, of ‘which thére are 4ald teh. The
upper portion ‘of the Shafk 6f ‘the garment
hahger s provided with an intesral loop ‘218
sufficiently large to pefmit ‘the «¢hainh to ‘pass
therethrough. The shank 240 also has welded
thereto a Tolded wite ‘€ross ‘bar 218, the iends of
which -extend ‘outwardly ih opposed relation to
Iie on ‘Hange 204 -on the vpposite sides of the slot
208. "The bars 218 lie behihd the vertical langes
206 and the upright toop 244 projects upwardly
preferably ‘above the edge ‘of the flange 206, as
shown in Pigtires 4 ahd I3. Th this manner: ‘the -
eross bars 218 8erve to support the garment hang-
ers ‘and with the vertical shanhks 210 to prevent
lateral shifting of the gafment hangers. In
shoert, due to the slotted rack and the manner in
which ‘the garment hangers are suspended there-
in, ‘the gatment hiangei's are maintained in: spaced
horiohtal position longxtudinally ‘of ‘the rack and
cannot be pushed all %6 ©he :side 'in & bunch.
In addition, the garment hangers 212 ‘may ‘be
¢€asily Femoved by lftihg them out of their islots,
such as 208. However, Since the chain 23§ ex=
tends down frorh the. holder 198 through ‘the
opening 202 ‘and ‘then :through the loop 244 of
hanger 212 this hanger 45 secured on the cchain
and so ‘cannot be carried away. Usually :chain
200 :also passes. through slot :208. The end of
each i¢hain 200 ‘opposite 16 that secured to -the
holder 198 is provided with & lecking mechanism
comprising a :spool 220 riveted -as :at 222 to the
énd of the chain 200. The spool.is provided with
a ‘centrally ‘disposed, relatively annular neck 224,
the diameter-of which is less than'that of the ad=
joining -spool portiohs 226, In. addition -each
door 98 is provided with ‘an-open ended slot 228
which is of sufficient width to receive the smaller
diameter portion 224 of the spool-like lock, but
which will prevent the passage of the larger
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heads 226 therethrough. When the door is in
raised position as shown in dotted lines in Figure
1 and this small diameter portion 224 of the
spool is slid into a slot 228 and the door closed
and locked the end of the chain will be held
locked to this particular door. The diameter of
this spool 220 is larger than the loop 214 in the
coat hanger, so that the coat hanger cannot be
threaded off the free end of the chain.

By reference to Figure 2 it will be seen that
when a coat 230 is placed upon a coat hanger
212 and the associated chain 290 is threaded
through the sleeve 232 of the coat, and the chain
pin 220 is then locked in the slot 228 of the door
in the manner hereinbefore described the coat
cannot be removed until this door is opened.
Thus, each person who controls the key of any
particular locker will lock his coat upon the
coat hanger and at the same time deposit what
articles he desires in the particular locker to be
locked by the door which also locks the free end
of the chain thereto.

Obviously the invention is not limited to the
specific detaiis of construction disclosed herein
but is capable of other modifications and changes
without departing from the spirit and scope of
the appended claims.

Having thus described the invention, what is
claimed as new and desired to be secured by
Letters Patent is:

1. A locker wardrobe comprising a base, spaced
apart uprights extending upwardly from said base
to provide a- wardrobe space between said up-
rights, a locker structure mounted on the upper
ends of said uprights and overlying said ward-
robe space, said locker structure including a plu-
rality of lockers, doors for said lockers, and means
extending longitudinally of the top of said ward-
robe space including a coat hanger holder and
plurality of coat hangers each having a garment
supporting portion, an apertured part, and an
attaching means, said attaching means adapted
detachably to engage in said holder, an elon-
gated flexible member having one end connected
to an anchorage adjacent the underside of the
locker structure and adapted non-detachably and
slidably to pass through said apertured part of
one of said coat hangers, the other end of said
elongated member having a locking member
formed with a portion of reduced cross section
and each one of the doors of the locker struc-
ture having a slot to receive the portion of the
locking member of reduced cross section and
positioned so that when the door is closed the
locking member is non-detachably secured to the
clesed door of the locker.

2. A locker wardrobe comprising a wardrobe
portion and a box-like portion thereabove, said
box-like portion including a plurality of walls
dividing the same into a row of locker compart-
ments each having a door opening, and a door
for closing the opening, a support member
secured in the upper part of the wardrobe space
below the box-like portion, said support member
providing a horizontal and an upstanding flange,
said support member having a plurality of slois
located in predetermined spaced relation along
the length of said support member and each of
said slots extending through both said flanges,
and a plurality. of coat hangers each having an
upstanding shank provided with an eye there-
through and a cross support, said upstanding
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shank being adapted to pass through the slots
in said support member and said cross member
being adapted to straddle the portion of the
slot formed in said horizontal flange, and an elon-
gated flexible member having one end perma-
nently attached to said locker wardrobe adjacent
one of said slots, said elongated flexible member
being adapted to be extended through the sleeve
or opening of a garment supported on a hanger,
the shank of which extends in said last-named
slot and said elongated flexible member passing
through the eye in said last-named hanger and
having an enlargement on its other end of greater
dimensions than said eye, means associated with
said doors in which said enlargement is re-
movably received when a door is open and in
which said enlargement is secured against re-
moval when the door is closed.

3. A wire coat hanger having a garment sup-
porting portion its upper portion doubled to pro-
vide a closed loop portion and having another
wire loop portion affixed to the upright shank of
the coat hanger and extending outwardly on op-
posite sides of said shank at right angles thereto
below said closed loop portion to form an attach-
ing portion,

4. A locker wardrobe comprising a wardrobe
portion and a box-like portion thereabove, said
box-like portion including a plurality of walls
dividing the same into a row of locker compart-
ments each having a door opening, and a door for
closing the opening, a support member secured
in the upper part of the wardrobe space below
the box-like portion, a plurality of coat hangers
detachably mounted on said support member,
cach coat hanger having an eye formed therein,
a plurality of elongated flexible members, one of
said elongated flexible members being perma-
hently secured to said locker wardrobe adjacent
each coat hanger and passing through the eye of
said coat hanger, said coat hanger being detach-
able from its supporting means but not from the
elongated member, the other end of said elon-
gated member having an enlargement larger than
the diameter of said eye and being insertable
through the sleeve of a coat hanging upon said
coat hanger, means associated with said doors in
which said elongated member is removably re-
ceived when a door is opened and in which said
elongated member is secured against removal
with the enlargement substantially abutting the
rear surface of said door when the door is closed,

JOHN B. O’'CONNOR.

References Cited in the file of this patent
UNITED STATES PATENTS

Number Name Date

97,562 133410} Dec. 7, 1869

928,728 WOolf e July 20, 1909
1,008,271 JAY e Nov. 7, 1911
1,267,414 Hubinger _______._ May 28, 1918
1,661,370 Kaser oo Mar. 6, 1928
1,880,392 Jones .o Oct. 4, 1932
1,999,310 Thompson ..._... Apr. 30, 1935
2,014,340 Morinville ._._____ Sept. 10, 1935
2,172,266 Whitaker ...o..____ Sept. 5, 1939
2,202,427 Polen oo May 28, 1940
2,203,716 Bergman __________ June 11, 1940
2,226,670 Pratt - __ Dec. 31, 1940
2,387,681 Reedetal. ..____.__ Oct. 23, 1945
2,438,783 Rraft e Mar. 30, 1948



