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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JERRY E. ELDRIDGE, a
citizen of the United State% residing in Nor ‘th
Madison, in the county of Lake and State of
Ohio, have invented certain new and use-
ful Implovements in Means for Hanging Pic-
tures; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact deseription
of the 1nven’010n wh1ch will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

My invention has reference to means for
hanging pictures; and the invention com-
prises a frame and a heavy wire upon which
the frame is hung, and means to secure the

~ wire to the frame and to support the frame
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upon the wall, substantially as shown and
described, and particularly pomted out in'the
claim.

Hitherto, so far as I am aware, it has been
the invariable custom to $o hang pictures
upon the wall that the frame at some point
rested against the wall, and various devices
have been employed to give the picture more
or less inelination, according to its elevation
and the style of hanging pictures for the time
being and to get -the best elevation in view
of the light, but in all such cases the pictures
contacted with the wall at some point and
usually along the bottom thereof. By my
construction and arrangement of parts the
picture-frame is mtended never to touch the
wall, but_to set out therefrom more or less,
as may be desired, and at any desired angle
or parallel to the wall, if preferred, the dif-
ference in position bean‘ obtained by simply
springing the wire to O’et one position or
another,

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a rear elevation, somewhat in perspective, of
the picture-frame and my novel means of
support therefor. Tig. 2 is a side elevation
of the frame and the support and a verti-
cal section of a portion of a wall to show
means of fastening the frame thereto and the
relative position of the parts. In this view
the picture is supported in a plane parallel
to the wall. TFig. 3 is aview of the parts cor-

responding to Fig. 2, excepting that in this

instance the picture is suspended or sup-

ported in an inclined position, but apart from

the wall also, as in Fig. 1.

A represents a picture-frame, or, indeed,
it may, if desired, be a mirror, and while I
do not deem it expedient or practicable to
hang the larger sizes of pictures in this way,
and have no idea of doing so, yet 1 have
found that the average frame that is found
in our parlors and s1tt1n0‘-rooms may be hung
in this way with ease and advantage.

B is a flexible wire, which is mtended to
have rigidity or firmness enough to remain
in any position to which it may be bent and
hold the picture at the desired angle, what-
ever that may be. A comparatively small
and wholly unobjectionable wire, in so far as

appearance is concerned, may be used for

this purpose and the wire so used is cut to
any desired length.

I have here Shown the wire rigidly ﬁ‘(ed to
the frame A and of a certain deﬁmte length
and fashioned with eyes in its ends, through
which pass small screw-bolts 2. Higher up
on the frame is a clamp 3, having a securing-
screw 4. The wire at its respective ends is
bent straight to lie against the back of the
frame and from this straight portion 5 the
wire runs up to a loop 6 at the top. I have
preferably given the wire a twist at 7 beneath
the loop 6 to make a better and firmer con-
nection and support at this point, and it will
be noticed that the place of the twisted por-
tion and the loop 6 is parallel to the wall and
that the twist rests against the wall while
the securing-screw 8 passes through the loop
or eye 6 and firmly fastens the wire to the
wall. In this way there occurs a fulerum, as
it were, at 7, which, with the natural rigidity
of the wire, serves to hold the picture-frame
out in any position to which it may be set or
adjusted by the hand.

More or less elevation of the frame with re-
spect to its fastenings may be obtained by
releasing the serews 2 and 4 and carrying
them up or down, as may be desired.

What I claim as novel, and desire to se-

-cure by Letters Patent, is—

In hangers for picture frames, the substan-
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tially rigid wire B, having an eye 6 at its
middle and top through which the said hanger
is secured to the wall and a straight rigid
portion 7 below the said eye to bear against
the wall below the hanging point and having
arms inclined outward from said bearing por-
tion 7, and straight lower portions 5 having
looped ends, in combination with the picture
frame, the screws 2 passed through saidlooped

ends and the fastenings on the frame above o0
said loops, substantially as described.

Witness my hand to the foregoing specifi-
cation this 16th day of May, 1893.

JERRY E. ELDRIDGE.

Witnesses:
W. A. CORLETT,
SHERMAN CORLETT.




