T

Jan. 1, 1963 D. C. WEST 3,071,425

ADJUSTABLE SAFETY CABINET
Filed Aug. 19, 1960

f F=77 /.

Dade C. West

INVENTOR.

"WHANN & Mc MAN/GAL
Attorneys for //Df//'canf ‘

5,/4&(;‘ M. e Mfl




A

United States Patent Office

3,071,425
Patented Jan. 1, 1963

1

3,071,425
ADJUSTABLE SAFETY CABINET
Dade C, West, 1125 Montecito Drive,

Los Angeles 31, Calif.
Filed Aug. 19, 1960, Ser. No. 50,613
2 Ciaims. (CL 312—205)

The present invention relates to a safety cabinet and
is more particularly concerned with a safety cabinet to
provide a safety storage of medicines, insecticides or other
poisonous articles and chemicals.

There are many types of cabinets which are complex
and cumbersome for the average individual to handle.
In general, conventional devices of this character are in-
herently so constructed as to be mounted in a specific
place and manner which limits placement to a given area.
Such devices have not, in general, been adapted for di-
versified placement where the measurements of the area
for placement differ from that of the device.

Having the foregoing inherent disadvantages of the
conventional devices in mind, the present invention has
for one object the provision for extending and contract-
ing the cabinet so as to facilitate the mounting in vari-
ous sizes of openings. Thus, the length of the device is
variable so that it does not have to be manufactured to
close tolerances and for a specific spacing.

Most medicine cabinets are not provided with a locked
compariment for storing poisons, medications or other
preparations dangerous to children and the aged. Thus,
another object of the invention is to have a safety cabi-
net which can be readily installed in a medicine cabinet
to provide a locked compartment for such poisonous
articles in order that they may be kept out of the hands
of those not capable of handling such articles.

Another object of the invention is to have a safety
cabinet which can be adjusted in size in which there is a
main body section having slideable end units that can
be fastened at their ends to the inside walls of various
size medicine cabinets. Since medicine cabinets are of
various sizes, a single size safety cabinet cannot be made
which would fill all the different size medicine cabinets.

Still another object is to provide a safety cabinet which
may be expanded or collapsed to properly fit and then
secured in place to form a completely closed safety cabi-
net, the interior of which is accessible through its own
lockable door.

A further object of the invention is to incorporate a
lock therein so as to limit accessibility to articles stored
in the device. In other words, only a person with a key
can open the device. Since it is easy to limit the posses-
sion of keys for the cabinet to adults, children are un-
likely to have access to the contents thereof,

Another object is to provide easy access to all areas
within the cabinet so that a correct selection of articles
may be made.

A still further object of my invention is to provide a
simple, inexpensive and convenient device for mounting
in other devices such as inside a medicine cabinet.

Still another object recites in that the invention can be
mounted as a complete unit in itself.

The characteristics and advantages of the invention
are further sufficiently referred to in connection with the
following detailed description of the accompanying draw-
ings which represent certain embodiments, After con-
sidering these examples, skilled persons will understand
that variation may be made without departing from the
principles disclosed and I contemplate the employment
of any structure, arrangement or modes of operation that
are properly within the scope of the appended claims.

Referring to the accompanying drawings, which are for
illustrative purposes only:

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

60

70

2

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of the invention fixed
in a medicine cabinet, a portion of which is broken
away;

FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken on line 2—2 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken on line 3—3 of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a partial top plan view showing the scored
tabs; and

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of one of the telescopic
ends.

Referring now more specifically to the drawings, the
adjustable safety cabinet is shown in FIG. 1 as com-
prising a rectangularly shaped tubular main body, gener-
ally indicated at 16, having open ends 11 and 12 respec-
tively. The main body 16 is made up of a front wall 13,
back wall 14 and top and bottom walls 16 and 18 respec-
tively. The front wall has an access opening 20 which
is normally closed by an overlapping door 22 as illustrat-
ed in FIG. 1. A hinge 24 is formed at the top edge of
the door 22 which is hingedly connected throughout its
length to the top edge of the access opening 20, although
other hinging arrangements may be used.

There is a lock assembly 25 mounted on the door 22
located centrally between the ends of the door 22 and in-
wardly from the bottom edge of said door. The lock 25
has a locking tongue 26 which, when in a locking posi-
tion, is fixed in a downward position behind rim or lip
27 of the lowermost edge of the access opening. FEach
open end 11 and 12 of the main tubular body 10 is closed
with telescoping end units 28 and 3¢ respectively. These
end units 28 and 30 are of box shape construction having
an end wall 32 with holes or openings 33 to receive
screws 35 or other suitable means for securing the adjust-
able safety cabinet to a fixed support or supports 40 as
shown in FIG. 1. The side walls 34 and 36 with top
walls 37 and bottom wall 38 fit snugly against the cor-
responding inner faces of the walls in the main body 10
but are slidably movable on said faces so that said end
units 28 and 30 are slidable inwardly and outwardly in
the openings 11 and 12 of the main body 10.

Centrally located at each end of the top wall 16 of the
main body 190, there are scored tabs 42. These tabs 42
can be punched inwardly and bent downwardly so as to
provide stops to fix the correct length of the overall
cabinet and to keep the main body 18 in a centrally lo-
cated position relative to the end units 28 and 30. When
anyone of the several tabs is selected, it is bent inwardly
so that it projects downwardly to act as a stop means
against which the inner top edge of the wall 37 abuts as
shown in FIGS. 3 and 4. It is to be understood, of
course, that other stop means for selecting the length of
the cabinet and limiting the movement of the main body
may be employed instead of tabs 42.

When the cabinet is to be installed in a given space
between fixed supports, the cabinet is assembled by install~
ing the end units 28 and 36 into the open ends 11 and
12 of the main body 1@ and then adjusted by lengthening
or shortening the overall length of the cabinet to the cor.
responding width of the space in which it is to be installed.
Having adjusted the cabinet to the approximate length
desired, the correct tabs 42 are then selected and bent into
a downward position for limiting the movement of the
main body 10 and end members from changing the fixed
length of the cabinet. Then the safety cabinet is placed
in position between the fixed supports and the end units
are secured in place to the supports.

As shown in FIG. 1, the safety cabinet is mounted in
a medicine cabinet having the end units secured to the
inside walls of the cabinet. When the safety cabinet is
used in this manner it then becomes a separate compart-
ment leaving the shelves and remaining area in the
medicine cabinet free for uses and storage of nonpoison-
ous articles.
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The invention and its attendant advantages will be
understood from the foregoing description and it will be
apparent that various changes may be made in the form,

construction and arrangement of the parts of the inven-.

tion without departing from the spirit and scope thereof
or sacrificing its material advantages, the. embodiment

hereinbefore described being merely for the purpose of

illustration.

I claim:

1. In a safety cabinet for mounting in various. size
medicine or other cabinets having spaced side walls, a
combination of:

(A) a.tubular. body of rectangular cross section having
top, bottom, back and front walls and access opening
in said front wall closed by a lockable door;

(B) telescopic end units having top, bottom, front, back
and end walls, each of said units.being telescopically
supported by said body, and being movable so that
said safety cabinet may be placed in said cabinet and
said end units expanded into engagement. with the
spaced side walls of said cabinet;

(C) and means for securing said end units in. contact
with said spaced side walls of said medicine cabinet.

2. In a safety cabinet for mounting in various size
medicine or othér cabinets having spaced side walls, a
combination of:

(A) a centrally located rectangularly shaped. tubular

main body,
(a) having open ends and having: top, bottom,
front and back walls,
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(b) said front wall having a central access opening
defined at its ends by portions of the said front
wall formed integrally with the adjacent edge
portion of said top and bottom walls;

(B) a door hingedly connected through its length to the
top edge of said opening;

(C) locking means mounted on said door;

(D) box-shaped telescopic end uvnits having top, bot-
tom, front, back and end walls, each of said end
walls of said end units are adapted to support said
main body between fixed supports;

(E) and scored tabs centrally located at opposite ends
of said top wall of the main body whereby. a tab is
selected for limiting the inward movement of said
end units and centrally locating said main body in a
fixed position relative to said end units.
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