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7o all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, SmirLey E. Stout, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Mitchell, in the county of Davison and
State of South Dakota, have invented an
Improvement in Post-Cards, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention is an improvement in post
or other cards and has particular reference
to a card on which sounds may be recorded

“and answers reproduced.

An object of the invention is the produc-
tion of a card having 4 portion thereof pro-
vided with a record receiving surface and
which, after having a record groove formed
in said surface, may be readily and safely
forwarded by post whereupon the recipient
may reproduce the message thereon.

Another object is to provide a recorder-re-
producer which is use(f in connection with a
talking machine for making and reproduc-
ing a sound record groove, means being em-
ployed in connection with the post card and
recorder for guiding the stylus of the latter.

A further object 1s the provision of a post
card which is simple, inexpensive to manu-
facture, durable and effective in carrying out
the purpose for which it is designed.

The inventive idea involved is capable of
receiving a variety of mechanical expres-
sions, one of which, for the purpose of illus-
trating the invention, is shown in the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the record-
ing and reproducing apparatus, the post
card being shown in transverse section.

‘Fig. 2 1s a vertical longitudinal section of
the recording and reproducing sound boxes.

Fig. 38 is an elevation of the recording
sound ‘box, the post card being shown in
fragmentary section.

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary top plan view of
the post card, the recorder being shown dia-
grammatically. .

Fig. 5 is a plan view of a blank card.

Fig. 6 is a section on the line 6—6 of

Fig. 5.
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Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 5 showing
a guide disk used in connection with the card
when recording, or reproducing.
~Fig. 8 is a side elevation of the turntable
of a talking machine, the post card being
mounted thereon and engaged by the record-
ing stylus. . _
Fig. 9 is a top plan view similar to Fig.

'17_ showing a record groove thereon in dotted
ines. ,

Referring to the drawings the numeral 10
indicates tﬁe body portion of a post card
of any desired size and shape and preferably
made of cardboard or like material. Cen-
trally located in the card the same is pro-
vided with an opening 11 adapted to receive
the upper end of the rotatable shaft 12 which
carries the turntable 18 of the talking ma-
chine. Arranged concentrically to the open-
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ing 11, the card 12 is provided in one face

thereof with 'a circular recess 14 which is
adapted to be filled with some suitable ma-
terial for receiving a record groove therein,

-such material being preferably made of a

wax composition indicated by 15 which is
easily cut by a recording stylus. The material
15 is compressed in the recess 14 so that
the thickness of the card will be uniform
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throughout its entire area, which fact will

materially assist in preventing accidental in-
jury to the record when the card is in transit,

In forming a record groove in the material
15, the invention contemplates employing a
circular guide disk 16 having a guide groove
in its upper surface adapted to be engaged
by a needle 17 adjustably carried by the re-
cording sound box 18, the latter being of any
preferred construction. It will thus be seen
that when the needle 17 is in engagement
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with the groove in the disk 16 and the stylus -

19, preferably made of carborundum, con-
tacts with the surface 15, said stylus will be
caused to move across said surface and form
a record groove therein. When recording,
the sound box 18 is connected to the horn 20
by means of a flexible tube 21 whereby the
sound vibrations are transmitted to the dia-
phragm 22 of said sound box, said dia-
phragm being preferably made of copper.
The sound box 18 together with the repro-
ducing sound box 23 is mounted in an angu-
lar bracket 24 pivoted at one end of an ad-
justable arm 25 so that when it is desired to
reproduce the record in the surface 15, the
reproducer 23 may be swung to the position
shown in Fig. 2 and the stylus 26 thereof
made to engage the groove. The diaphragm
27 in the sound box 23 is preferably made of
mica. : ]
Fhe disk 16 is preferably embedded in the
wax 15 so as to be flush therewith and is also
provided with a projection 28 adapted to fit

in a similar depression formed in said wax
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so that the disk will always assume the sime
position each time it is removed and re-
placed. :

I claim:—-

“A post card comprising a relatively thick
body portion having a central opening and
an annular recess formed in one face about
said opening, sound-record receiving mate-
rial filling said recess and flush with the
upper surface of the card, said sound record
receiving material having a radial depres-
sion located some distance from its center,
and a guide disk having a central opening
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registering with the opening of the card, a
radial projection on said disk and close to
the periphery thereof, said projection engag-
ing the aforesaid radial depression in the
record receiving material, the guide plate
embedded in the said record material and
locked against relative movement with re-
spect to the recording material by the inter-
locked relation of the radial depression and
{)rojection, whereby the guide plate will be
held against accidental displacement.

SHIRLEY EUGENE STOUT.
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