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1. 
My invention relates to improved means for 

supporting stockings, particularly women's stock 
IngS. 
One present manner of supporting Women's 

stockings, which is commonly used, involves the 
use of a girdle or garter belt from which a plu 
rality of elastic straps depend, these straps being 
provided at their lower ends with means for their 
attachment to the stockings. As a result, the 
stockings are pulled upwardly within the vicinity 
of the points at which the Supporting Straps are 
attached, and sag intermediate the areas of up 
ward pull. Since the upward pull on each stock 
ing is not distributed evenly around the entire 
circumference of the top of the stocking and in 
stead is concentrated at several discrete areas, 
great strain must be exerted on these areas in 
order to hold up the stocking, and this results in 
a tendency toward runs. Other difficulties also 
arise, including a tendency of the Supporting 
straps to break or tear away at their points of 
connection to the girdle or garter belt. 

It being generally recognized that the mere use 
of a garter is not sufficient to hold up a Woman's 
stocking properly, a number of alternatives to the 
above system of Support have been proposed. For 
example, it has been proposed to make the upper 
portion of the stocking of an elastic, but this con 
struction is basically open to the same objections 
as the first-mentioned construction. Even if the 
upper portion be only circumferentially elastic 
and not vertically elastic, it is still a band of fab 
ric and subject to upward lift at the points of 
support and to sag intermediate Said points. 
While this construction is said to permit the 

permanent fastening to the elastic fabric of but 
tons to which the lower ends of the Supporting 
straps may be affixed, there is then no provision 
for adjusting of the position of the buttons to 
meet the convenience of the Wearer. 

It has been further proposed to Secure perma 
nently in the upper portion of the Stocking a band 
of canvas or other strong fabric. This fabric is 
still subject to tension which is substantially 
localized at the points of Support. 
My invention makes use of a principle of Sus 

pension, rather than of upWard pull on points of 
the stocking. I provide an insert band Which may 
be removably inserted in the hem in the upper 
portion of the stocking and which is made of a 
material, such as a vinylite plastic, which is bend 
able around any transverse axis, but which is sub 
stantially incompressible and non-stretchable. 
When this band is inserted in the stocking, the 
band acts like a hoop and rises as a unit when 
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upward force is exerted at two or more circum 
ferentially spaced points on the band. As a re 
sult, the upper portion of the stocking is Sup 
ported as a unit and has no areas of Sag. This 
enhances the appearance of the stocking, makes 
it possible to support it under less tension than 
has been possible with the use of prior construc 
tions and reduces the possibility of runs. 

I provide the insert band with a plurality of 
holes in which buttons to receive the supporting 
straps may be removably inserted in positions to 
suit the convenience of the individual Wearer. 

I optionally provide means for reducing the sag 
of the girdle or garter belt at the points of at 
tachment of the supporting straps. I have there 
fore done away with the old principle of stock 
ing support, in which the stocking and girdle 
tend to be anchored in place and linked by two 
or more elastic straps which pull on the stocking 
and girdle primarily at the points of attachment. 
It is to be further noted that with this System, 
the girdle and stocking tend to move to new 
places of anchorage when the wearer sits down 
and frequently have to be adjusted when the 
wearer returns to a standing position. 

Since in my improved system the stocking, 
With its hoop-like Supporting band, is more re 
sponsive to an upward tension, the stocking tends 
readily to move automatically to the proper po 
sition when the wearer moves from a sitting to 
a standing position. 
Other objects and advantages of my invention 

will become apparent from the following descrip 
tion and the annexed drawings, in which pre 
ferred embodiments are disclosed. . 

In the drawings, 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a woman's stock 

ing, with the lower part of the stocking shown 
broken a Way, showing my improved insert band 
B partly inserted within the upper hem of the 
Stocking. 

Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1, showing band 
B completely inserted in place and showing girdle 
Support straps connected to the band, the upper 
portions of these bands being shown broken 
a Way. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged section on line 3-3 of 
Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a plan view of band B, said band B 
being shown broken away. 

Fig. 5 is a plan view of a strengthening mem 
ber which may be connected to a girdle. 

Fig. 6 is a front elevation, broken away, show 
ing Said strengthening member attached to a 
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girdle and a holding strap depending from the 
strengthening naenber. 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view, broken away, show 
ing stockings and girdles on a Wearer and ny 
improved means for holding up the stockings. 
Upon reference to the drawings in detail, it 

is seen that I have illustrated my invention lised 
in conjunction with a cont; exational girdie 3 anci 
with stockings S. It is to be understood that in 
stead of girdle G, nay invention may be used With 
a garter beit, corset or other article of apparel 
from which supporting strags degend for connec 
tion to Stockings. 

It is apparent from Figs. 1-3, that Stocking S 
is of a kind commonly in use at the present tie, 
which has a leg portion which extends above 
the knee of the Wearer. The lowe: ... part. Cf. this 
leg portion () is shown broken away in all the 
views, the ornitted parts being conventionaland. 
therefore not, ShoWI). 
The upper part of stocking; S is folded in Ward 

ly, on itself.aioiag circumferential fold line i2. to 
fort, an ign:23r, he's eistrient 8 Winich is: {CSi". 
tioned a diacent the i328 face of: 
of leg portion . The free- end of this seleinent 
i3 is Stitched to leg portion Salong cil'Cuniferen 
tialistitch line is. As a result of this constric 
tion, pocket P is formed: between inner: hen ele 
ment. 3 and leg portion S; and this pocket is 
bounded at its upper lirit, by fold line 2 a.2s at 
its lower limit by stitch" line 3. ihis pocket. F 
extends' circumferentially aroling the upper gait, 
of stocking.S. 
As is further shown in the dia:Wigs; CO.Veii 

tional leg seasin: extends longitudinally allot. S. 
leg portion. Sea in : 'extends along the "entire 
length of: leg portion and extends above stitch 
line: to fold line 3. in for Yiing sea in 3, inner 
he. lennent 3 is rot, Stiched to leg: portion , 
except at Stitch line 4. 
As is clearly shown in aigs. 1 and 2, seaia is 

iiiterrupted for a, considerable-distance iIS above 
Sti 
side hempart of leg portion 3, and thistoceniing 
5 Serves as arriears of ascess to pocket. 
My invention consists in: ingroved means' for 

Supporting. Stocking S, and have found it con 
verient to erghboy isy invention in the form of 
an insert band B, which is shown in flatteneci 
formi' in Fig. 4. 
used in conjunction. With the agove-described 
and commonly used stocking S, because band B 
may be removably inserted in pocket P through 
opening: 5: However, as will become cliea, ray 
invention is not linited to use with stocking. S. 
and may be used in conjunction, With any, stock 
ing, particularly any stocking having a leg por 
tion which extends: above the knee; of the wearer. 

Prior. to assembly, as shown in Fig. 4. band 3. 
is a flat, relatively thin strip of material with. 
substantially parallel upper and lower edges 3 
and 7. This band B is quite flexible, bit the 
material of which band B is formed is relatively 
incompressible and non-Streichalie. Creend of 
band B is provided with a connecting strap 3 
which is secured to said band B by any suitable 
means. The other end of hard E is provided witni 
suitable means to which the free end of the strap 
8 imay be connected in order to close the cashi, 
As illustrated in the di'aWings, the fastening 
neans may conprise a 12-ie Snap. iihenbar 8, 
which is secured lear the end of bazai 6 and 3, 
female snap member 33 which is. Secured O,ti 
free end of strap i3 and which is adapted to be 
releasably...interengaged with member 3. ioWs. 

ch, line 3 to form an opening 5 in the outs 

i2his bandi Bisi adapted to be: 

s 

O 

A. 
ever, any other Suitable fastening lineans may be 
provided instead of rhembers 9 and 23. 

Optionally and pireferably, connecting strap 
38 is 'ade of a flexible and stretchable materia. 
of a conventional type, so that band 3 will fit 
Sufficiantly tightly around legs of varying diam 
eter. However, connecting strap 3 may also be 
Inade of non-Stretchable raaterial. 
Band R is preferably pirovided with a plurality 

of holes: 2 which may be positicined at various 
pointS along the length axiid Width of band B. 
These holes 2 serve a ventilating purpose, and 
they also serve as means whereby girdle garter 
StragSimay be connected to band B. Holes 2 are 
preferably respectively round. 

Prior to insertion cf band B in pocket, P, band. 
B is provided With a plurality of buttons 22. As is 
clearly shown in Fig. 3, each button 22 com 
prises:a-shank 23 which has a button head 24 at 
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tached to one end thereof and a base member 25 
attached to the other end, thereof. This, button 
3 is optionally, and preferably, made in one, piece. 
and may ke inade of hard rubber with a slight: 
anotint of resiliency. Button, head, 2.f. is small 
enough. So that it raayke readily insected through 
a. Selected hole 2, while basemenker. 25. is too. 
large to pass. through said hole. 2. This base. 
Iaember 25, preferably, has a substantially planar. 
face which is a dapted to abut band B. After, a. 
plurality of blattons; 22, have been inserted in 
Selected h9les 24, pf band:B; for a purpose to be 
explained below, band. B. may be inserted, in 
pocket P. White either end of band B may be 
inserted through opening. 5; preferably, the end 
adjacent fastener. ninenber: 29, is first inserted. 
Fig.1 shows band B. partially inserted in-pocket 
F.. It Willi: be noted: that the width of band Bis 
Sufficiently less than the width. of opening 5 to 
provide for ease in: inserting band 3. 
After band B has been completely inserted in 

pocket F, fastener members; 9, and 20, may be 
inter-engaged, as shown in Fig. 2., Band B-may. 
then be adjusted to any desired position within 
pocket, F, and it is preferred that band B, be ad 
justed So that its edge 9 is adjacent-fold line. 2. 
While band 8 is shown in Fig.2. with seam ex-. 
tending across-strap. 8, it is possible to adjust. 
band B. circumferentially, with respect to stock 
ing S to any desired: position: Buttons 22 have. 
been inserted in such a way, that heads: 24-extend. OutWardly against stocking-leg portion 0. 
After band B has been adjusted to the desired 

position Within: pocket P. for each. Stocking S of 
the pair to be worn, the legs of the wearer maybe 
inserted into said: stockings S. As is clearly 
shown in the drawings, girdle.G is: provided withi: 
a plurality of depending Supporting straps 26: 
Sach said strap. 28 is Substantially conventional, 
being longitudinally elastic and being adjustable 
in length by means of keeper 26a. Each strap 25 
has a female clasping member 27- conventionally 
Secured to the free end thereof; but the COWell 
tional button and the Supporting strap therefor 
are omitted, because. buttons 22 are instead af 
fixed to band, B. 

Girdle G is provided with two or more Support. 
ing straps: 28 for supporting each Stocking S. 
Three. Such straps 26: are shown in Fig.2 as used 
for Supporting one-stocking S, this number being: 
chosen. Solely for illustrative ipurpoSeS;. Buttons: 
22 have been placed on each band 3, in the man 
ner previously described, in such number and 
in Suchi positions that the female fastening men 
bers 27 which are: connected to bands: 26. Inlay be 
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respectively interengaged with respective but 
tOn heads 24. 

Buttons 22 are preferably so distributed cir 
cumferentially around band B that the straps 
26 which are secured to the respective buttons 
22 are substantially vertical upon the wearer, Or 
in any other desired position relative to the wear 
er. Buttons 22 may have varying vertical posi 
tions, as shown in Fig. 2, which, in conjunction 
With the varying lengths of straps 26, makes it 
possible to maintain stocking S in a desired nor 
mal position upon the Wearer. 
Under tension, the assembly looks substantially 

as shown in Fig. 3, With each shank 23 positioned 
adjacent the upper part of its associated hole 2, 
with member 27 positioned between button head 
24 and band B, and with stocking leg portion 0 
extending against band B, between member 27 
and shank 23, around bitton head 24 and up to 
fold line 2. Preferably, shank 23 is of such a 
length that the assembly of band B, stocking 
S, button 22 and fastening member 2 is fairly 
rigid to prevent buckling or relative movement 
of the various above listed components. 
The above construction utilizes a principle of 

stocking support somewhat different from that 
presently in common use. In the present con 
monly used construction, each strap 26 carries 
a subsidiary strap which holds a button which 
is adapted to inter-engage with fastening mem 
ber 2, with the stocking fabric placed between 
Said button and Said member 2. As a result, 
stocking S is raised in the vicinity of the points 
at which the supporting straps are affixed there 
to, and at other points stocking SSagS. 

Similarly, in the present commonly used con 
struction, girdle G is pulled downwardly at the 
points at which the supporting straps are at 
tached, and girdle G tends to rise at other points. 

Girdle G, stocking S and supporting straps 
26 are a System in Which Stocking S is pulled 
upwardly primarily by means of forces exerted 
along straps 26, and girdle G is pulled down 
wardly in part by means of forces exerted along 
straps 26, and in part by means of other forces. 
Because the forces exerted by each strap 26 are 
not properly distributed and are applied to stock 
ing S and girdle G substantially only at the re 
spective points of connection thereto, each strap 
26 must be able to furnish great tension, and its 
elasticity must be kept within reasonable limits. 
When the wearer sits down, girdle G generally 
rises considerably, and stocking S also tends to 
fall. As a result, strap 25 is elongated and placed 
under great strain, Frequently, girdle G tears 
at a point at which a strap 26 is attached there 
to. 
When the wearer returns to a standing posi 

tion, the tension exerted along strap 26 to girdle 
G. and stocking S, to make girdle G fall and 
stocking S rise, is inefficiently transferred, as de 
Scribed above; and as a result, girdle G and 
stocking Stend to remain in improper positions. 
In my present invention, I have at least re 

lieved. Some of the above-described difficulties in 
the old System of stocking support, by changing 
the principle of the transfer of tension from 
strap 26 to stocking S. When band B is inserted 
in stocking S in the manner described, band B 
acts substantially as a hoop. The tension exerted 
along supporting straps 26 is distributed around 
band B and is therefore distributed substantially 
evenly around the entire circumference of Stock 
ing S. As a result, less tension is exerted up 
wardly along straps 26 in holding up stocking S, 
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and less tension is exerted downwardly on girdle 
G by straps. 26. Fold-line 2 retains a substan 
tially circular appearance with no points of pro 
nounced elevation or sag. 

It is apparent that a considerable number of 
modifications can be made in the construction 
and mode of securing of band B, still retaining 
the hoop-like effect. In my preferred construc 
tion, the purpose of strap f 8 is to hold band B 
Sufficiently closely around the leg of the wearer 
so that, the holding effect of leg portion O being 
taken into consideration, band B does not buckle 
when tension is exerted thereon along straps 26. 
Strap 8 is elastic so that it may be extended 
When the wearer sits down and enlarges the upper 
part of the leg. In this construction, band B 
does not grip the leg tightly, and there is no 
garter action. 
Band B, as above noted, is preferably made 

of a material which is flexible and relatively in 
extensible and incompressible. An example is 
aluminum or another metal, which in the form 
of band B is sufficiently flexible to be inserted 
in pocket P. When upward tension is exerted 
On a band B made of Such material, there is little 
tendency to buckle and little tendency for edge 
6 to be raised at the points of support and to 

sag at other points. 
Because of the support given to band B by 

the leg of the wearer and by the material of 
pocket P, band B may be made of plastics and 
other materials besides metal. I have preferred 
to construct band B from fairly thick commercial 
vinylite sheeting, which is sufficiently strong for 
this purpose. I can also use Celluloid, semi-hard 
rubber, leather and other materials. 

It is to be understood that the manner of 
attaching band B may be varied, so long as the 
hoop-like action is substantially retained. Band 
B may be permanently secured in pocket P. Band 
B may be secured to the outside of stocking S. 
Band B may be secured above leg portion 0 (in 
other words, band B may serve as the upper part 
of Stocking S). Strap 8 may be omitted or in 
elastic. Band B may be broken at a point inter 
mediate its ends, and the broken ends joined by 
a further connecting strap. 
Band B must also be made of a material, such 

as those listed above, which is adapted to be 
provided With a plurality of holes 2 in which 
relatively rigid buttons 22 may be respectively 
releasably inserted. Buttons 22 are circumferen 
tially and vertically adjustable, and this elim 
inates the drawbacks of prior constructions in 
which buttons were permanently affixed to the 
stocking during manufacture. 

It is to be noted that my invention makes it 
not only desirable, but preferable, to attach but 
tons 22 to band B. If the conventional construc 
tion were followed, in which the male button is 
attached by an auxiliary strap to the supporting 
Strap, then the male button would be pressed 
against the inside of stocking S, through hole 
2 of band B and through the opening of mem 
ber 26. As a result, much of the suspension effect 
of band B would be lost, and the material of 
stocking S would be subject to increased risk of 
tearing. 

FigS. 5-7 show an improvement in girdle de 
sign which is useful in itself and also in con 
junction with the use of band B. In this im 
provement, a substantially T-shaped insert 30 is 
provided for use with each supporting strap 26. 
This insert 30 has a cross-arm which is fastened 
to the base of girdle G by stitching 3 of any 
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convenient pattern and type, or by other suitable. 
means. Arm 32 depends from and is preferably 
integral With the cross-arm of insert 3. The 
upper part of strap 26 is alined with arm 32 and 
is fastened thereto by means of Stitching 33 of 
any convenient pattern and type, or by other 
Suitable means. 

Insert 3) is made of a flexible but relatively 
incompressible. and non-stretchable, material, 
such as vinylite sheeting. InsertS. 30 Serve to 
strengthen the respective connections between 
straps. 26 and girdle. G. Also, inserts 36 distrib 
ute the tension exerted by respective straps' 26 
on girde G. This has many of the Same de 
sirable effects as the use of... band B in conjunc 
tion. With stocking S. . There is less tendency for 
straps 26 to tear away from girdle. G. To the 
extent that stockings S, straps 26 and girdle'. G. 
Serve as a system for pulling girdle G downward 
ly, the use of inserts. 30 decreases the tension 
that need be exerted along straps 26. 

I have disclosed preferred embodiments of ray 
invention, and I have indicated certain modifi 
cations, additions and oriissions which may be 
rhade therein. Various other modifications, ad 
ditions and ornissions may be made in Iny.i.aven 
tion without departing from the Scope and spirit 
thereof. 
I claim: 
1. A device for supporting Stockings in. Con 

nection with Suspended Spaced Supporting means 
and hose fasteners comprising a stocking 
hemmed at its top to form an annular pocket 
having a closed upper end, a band positioned in 
said pocket and adapted to form a hoop-like ele 
ment therein, said band being integral and hav 
ing a length less than the peripheral length of 
the top of the pocket but greater than the in 
cluded distance of the Spaced Supporting fileans, 
said band being of material width uniform fro: 
end to end and being bendable: about its trainS 

5 

0: 

25: 

30 

35 

verse axis... but, being incompressible' and non 
stretchable, said band having means at its free: 
end, for removably connecting the ends to coff 
plete the hoop-like element, Said pockett having: 
a side opening through which the band may be 
positioned internal of the pocket, said band 
carrying Supporting means for cooperation with 
the respective stocking. Supporting means des 
pending from above the Stocking top for posi 
tioning the hoop-like element in Straight line 
contact relation. with the inner fold of the top 
of the pocket throughout the length of the top 
of the unitary portion" of the.hoop-like element 
for maintaining such pocket top and band 
against Sagging, 

2. An assembly as in claimi characterized in 
that the integral portion of the band is provided 
with a plurality of spaced operings arranged iri 
the top and bottom portions of the band and in 
Spaced relation in the directions of length of the 
band and said band carrying supporting nearls 
comprise anchor buttons. Selectively positioned 
in Said Openings. . . 

3. An assembly as in claim. 1: characterized in 
that the integral portion of the band is forried 
of a vinylite plastic. 
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