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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wrnrras . Hareis,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Gladstone, county of Union, and Territory
of New Mexico, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Shoe-IFasten-
ers, of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
shoe fasteners and has for its object to pro-
vide simple and inexpensive means of this
character that will be efficient and reliable in
lse.

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide metallic link fasteners to be used in
combination with a shoe lacing, said links
to be depended on to form the main fasten-
ing means and the lacing to act as a means
for locking the links in closed position.

Other objects will appear hereinafter.

With these objects in view my invention
consists in such a novel construction and as-
rangement of parts all as will be hereinafter
fully described and more particularly point-
ed out in the appended claims. )

My invention will be more readily under-
stood by reference to the accompanying
drawings forming a part of this specifica-
tion, and in which,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a shoe em-
bodying my invention in its preferred form,
Fig. 2 18 a detail transverse section talken on
the line @ @ of Fig. 1 showing the link fas-
tening in nearly closed position, Ifig. 3 is a
view similar to Ifig. 2 showing the open po-
sition of the link fastening, Figs. 4 and 5 are
respectively detail front and side elevations
showing the lacing clasp or locking means,
and Fig. 6 1s a detail view of a link fastener.

Referring now to the drawings 1 indicates
a shoe provided with a loose leather tongue
2. The inner flap 8 and the outer flap 4 are
of the same general shape and disposition as
the corresponding parts in an ordinary but-
ton shoe. The tongue 2 is arvanged between
the inner and outer flaps and is provided
with a series of links 5 and 5" pivoted there-
to on opposite sides thereof. These links
ave preferably slightly curved and are pro-
vided with eyes 6 at their extremities. The
eyes G ave preferably sewed to the tongue 2
and to the flaps 3 and 4, but the links may
be pivoted to these portions in any suitable
manner. The links 5 and 5 are curved to
conform to the shape of the shoe when the
same are in the closed position, thus allow-

ing the outer flap 4 to come within close
proximity of the inner flap 8.

It will be seen that when in the closed
position the links practically overcome all
stresses tending to unfasten the shoe and
that the lacing 7 merely serves as a locking
means. Loops 8 are secured to the flaps 3
and 4, through which loops the lacing 7 is
drawn. These loops are arranged alter-
nately and ave practically in alinement
when the shoe is fastened. The links 5 and

‘5" are arranged on the inner and outer sides

of the tongue 2 respectively, and the same
are pivoted not only on opposite sides but
adjacent opposite edges of said tongue.

The lacing clasp 9 may be sccured to the
flap 3 as shown in Fig. 1 and comprises a
sheet metal frame 10 and a corresponding
roller 11 having eccentric journals 12
mounted in sald frame in such a manner
that the periphery of the roller is adjacent
the main portion of the frame 10." The
locking action of the eccentric roller 11 on
the lacing is clearly shown in Fig. 5.

A hook 13 is secured to the inner flap 3 ad-
jacent the upper end thereof, and to which
hook the tongue 2 may be fastened, eyelets
14 in the tongue 2 being provided for this
purpose. The links 5 are disposed obliquely
as shown in Fig. 1 so that when the tongue
2 is pulled upward and fastened to the hoolk
18 the edges of the flaps 3 and 4 are forced
apart, thus tightening the shoe across the
instep.

While I have shown what 1 deem to be
the preferable form of my invention, I do
not wish to be limited thereto, as there
might be slight modifications of the same
which would be comprehended within the
scope of my invention.

Having deseribed my invention what I
claim as new and desive to secure by Letters
Patent is:

1. In a device of the class described, a
shoe having an inner flap and an outer flap
overlapping the same, a longitudinally mov-
able tongue interposed between said flaps,
a series of obliquely disposed links pivoted
on the inner sides of said tongue and to
said inner flap, a similar series of links
pivoted to the outer side of said tongue and
to said outer flap and means for securing
said tongue in operative position, substan-
tially as described.

2. In a device of the class described, a
shoe having an inner flap and outer flap
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overlapping the same, a tongue interposed | In testimony whereof I have signed my
between sald inner and outer flaps, and a | name to this specification in the presence of 10
plurality of links provided with eyes at the | two subscribing witnesses.

ends thereof; one eye of each link being

pivoted to said tongue and the other to one WILLIAM H. HARRIS.
of said flaps, said links being disposed ob- Witnesses:

liquely on opposite sides of said tongue, sub- Josaua R. H. Porrs,

stantially as described. Hrrex F. Livris.




