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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 683,513, dated October 1, 1901,
Application filed December 16, 1000, Serial No. 40,011, (No model.)

To alt whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, JamMEs H. SPRAGUE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Nor-
walk, in the county of Huron and State of
Ohio, have invented a new and useful Can-
opy-Support for Vehicles, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. :

This invention relates to vehicle attach-
ments for supporting canopies, the object be-
ing to provide a simple, convenient, and or-
namental canopy-support specially adapted
for use on wagons, buggies, automobiles, and
other vehicles and adapted to be quickly and
readily fitted and applied to such vehicle and
to be quickly detached therefrom, so that
when not connected with the vehicle the lat-
ter will be free from unsightlyirons and other
fittings which are usually incident o the use
of devices of the character referred to.

In applying the improved device to a buggy
or other vehicle it is only necessary to use a
single screw or fastening deviee, and in de-
taching the canopy and its supportitis only
necessary to remove said screw. DBy the con-
struction hereinafter described a firm con-
nection is obtained between thestandard and
the body of the vehicle, and the canopyitself
may be adjusted to any desired angle of in-
clination for the purpose of warding off the
rays of the sun or adjusted to a straight or
horizontal position, so as to protect the ocen-
pants of the vehicle from rain or snow.

The detailed objects and advantages of the
invention will be fully pointed out in the
course of the ensuing description.

The invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures and details of construction and arrange-
ment of parts, as hereinafter fully described,
illustrated in the drawings, and incorporated
in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a perspective view showing the improved de-
vice applied to a buggy, the canopy being
tilted rearwardly. Fig.2isan enlarged side
elevation, partly in section, showing the can-
opy-support and the means for connecting
the supporting-standard to the vehicle. Fig.
3 is a detail perspective view of the lower end
of the standard.” Fig. 4 is a detail plan view
of the base-plate. Fig. 5 isa detail perspec-

tive view of the clip which holds the stand-
ard atan intermediate point, said view show-

ing also a section of the standard and the at-
taching-plate disconnected therefrom. Fig.
¢ is a detail perspective view of the ball-and-
socket joint for the canopy-staff. Fig. 7isa
horizontal section through the same. Fig. 8
is a detail vertical cross-section through the
ball-and-socket members.

Similar numerals of reference designate
corresponding parts in the several figures of
the drawings.

The improved canopy-support contem-
plated in thisinvention comprises,essentially,
a standard 1 of sufficient height to reach to
the floor of the vehicle and support the can-
opy 2 at an elevation which will clear the
heads of the occupants of the vehicle and
which will also enable the canopy to be tilted
to either side or toward the front and back
without interference.

In carrying out the present invention the
lower extremity of the standard is provided
with a reduced shank 3 of a size adapting it
to pass through the opening 4 of the base-
plate 5, provided with suitable openings 6
to receive screws or other fastening devices,
wherewith said plateis secured to the floor of
the vehicle, as shown in Fig. 2. The shank
3 is provided with a laterally-projecting nib
or key 7 at a slight distance below the shoul-
der 8, formed by reducing the standard to
form the shank 3, and a buffer in the form of
a spring-washer 9 encircles the shank 3 and
bears against the shoulder 8. Said washer
is preferably formed of some such material as
rubber or leather. The opening 4in the plate
5 has a radial offset 10, adapting the nib or
projection 7 to pass through the plate. After
the nib 7 has passed through the opening of
the plate by turning the standard on its lon-
gitudinal axis said nib or projection 7 is car-
ried beneath the plate 5, and the standard is
thus securely anchored to the floor of the ve-
hicle. 'The standard may be detached by
simply reversing the operation just described.
The washer 9, which is interposed between
the shoulder 8 of the standard and the plate
5, serves to hold the projection 7 tightly
against the bottom of the plate 5 and prevents
any rattling of the parts. By reason of the
fact that the rubber washer is interposed be-
tween  the shoulder 8 and the nib or key 7 it
ig retained in place at all times, said nib or
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key thus performing the double function of
holding the rubber washer on and at the
same time locking the standard in place.

11 designates an attaching-plate, which for
convenience is shown as permanently secured
to the ‘“‘lazy-back” 12 of a buggy. It will,
however, be observed that said attaching-
plate may be secured to the rear portion of
the seat-rail 13 or to the seat itself, or, in fact,
to any convenient part of the vehicle-body,
80 long as it is connected with the vehicle-
body at a point above the floor, where it will
serve as an efficient brace for the standard.
A clip 14 in the form of a ring embraces the
standard and is split at one side and provided
with parallel ears 15, adapted to receive a
clamping-bolt 16, by meansof which the elip
may be securely fastened upon the standard.
The clip is further provided with 4 lateral ex-
tension 17, provided on its under side with
parallel flanges 18, spaced apart sufficiently
to receive the attaching-plate 11 between the
same, the clip being secured to the attaching-
plate 11 by means of the screw 19 or other
suitable fastening device passing through
openings in the clip and plate, as clearly
shown in the drawings. In adjusting the

‘standard to the vehicle the attaching-plate is

first secured to the vehicle, after which the
clip 14 is loosened by unserewing the bolt 16
and moved longitudinally up or down on the
standard until the said clip is brought to the
proper elevation to be connected with the
attaching-plate by means of the serew 19.
The clip is then fastened and securely
clamped upon the standard by tightening the
bolt 16. In order to prevent the standard
from turning, the said standard is provided
with a longitudinal groove or keyway 20, and
the clip 14 is provided with a small projec-
tion or key 21, which engages said groove,
thereby providing an interlocked engage-
ment between the standard and the eclip
which will render it impossible for the stand-
ard to turn accidentally. The upper end
of the standard is bent at substantially right
angles to form an overhanging portion 22,
and upon the end of said overhanging por-
tion is secured a socket 23, comprising a
stationary or fixed member 24 and a hinged
and detachable member 25. The fixed mem-
ber comprises a sleeve 26, which fits upon
the end of the overhanging portion of the
standard and is permanently secured there-
on. The extremity of the fixed member 24
is provided with an aperture 27 to receive a
curved lip or hook 28 on the outer extremity
of the detachable socket member, thus pro-
viding at once a hinged and a detachable
connection between the two socket members,
The stationary member 24 is cut away or re-
cessed, as at 29, so as to receive the inner
end portion 30 of the detachable member,
and said inner end is provided with a longi-
tudinal open slot 31 for the passage of the
threaded shank of a serew or bolt 32, upon
which is threaded a clamp 383, shown .in the
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form of a hand-wheel, by means of which the
two portions of the socket may be drawn
closer together for the purpose of securely
holding the ball 34 at the lower end of the
canopy-staff 35. Hach of the socket members
24 and 25 is enlarged near its outer end to
form a hollow hemispherical portion, which
when the two sections approach each other
forms a cup-shaped socket in which the ball
member 34 of the joint is received and
clamped. The ball is provided with an an-
nular groove 35%, extending entirely around
the same and adapted to-interlock with a se-
ries of keys or projections 36, formed inte-
grally with the inner surface of the socket
members. When the parts are so inter-
locked, the canopy-staff is held in a perfectly
upright position and cannot tiltin any direc-
tion. By loosening the clamp 33, however,
the ball 34 is sufficiently released to enable
the eanopy-staff to be inclined or tilted in
any desired direction, and it may be so held
when adjusted by tightening the clamping
device 83. The socket members 24 and 25
are alsonotched, as shown at 37, to receive the
reduced neck 38, which lies between the ball
34 and the ferrule 39, which surrounds the
staff 35 of the canopy. The notches 37 aid in
determining whether the canopy is tilted ex-
actly to one side or the other or to the front
orrear. The ferrule 39 and staff 35 are lon-
gitudinally recessed to receive the catch 40,
which engages the runner of the canopy and
holds the same distended.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen thaf I have provided a simple, cheap,
and effective canopy -support the parts of
which are adjustable, so as to enable the oc-
cupants of the vehicle to be shaded from the
rays of the sun, no matter what the angle of
the latter may be, and also protected from
rain, snow, &ec. The work of tilting the
canopy requires but a moment, and the staff
of the canopy may be securely and firmly
clamped in any position to which it is ad-
justed, so that it will not become displaced
by the jolting of the vehicle upon which it is
placed. The device is adapted for all kinds
of open wagons, runabouts, buggies, auto-
mobiles, &c., and may be detached in a mo-
ment when not required for use.

From the foregoing it is thought that the
construction,operation,and manyadvantages
of the herein-described canopy-support will
be readily apparent to those skilled in the
art without further description, and it will
be understood that various changes in the
form, proportion, and minor details of con-
struction may be resorted to without depart-
ing from the principle or sacrificing any of
the advantages of the present invention.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new, and desired to be secured
by Letters Patent, is—

1. A canopy-support for vehicles compris-
ing a standard having its lower end reduced
to form a shank with a shoulder at its june-
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tion with the shank, a laterally-projecting
nib or key on said shank, a compressible
washer encireling said shank above the nib
or key and between it and the shoulder,
whereby the washer is held from coming off,
and a base-plate adapted to be secured to the
vehicle and provided with an opening to re-
ceive the shank, and allow for the passage of
the nib or key without turning the standard,
the said base-plate being received and held
between the washer and the nib or key, sub-
stantially as described.

2. A canopy-support for vehicles compris-
ing a standard, means for detachably con-
necting the lower extremity of said standard
to the vehicle-body, an attaching-plate adapt-
ed to be secured to the vehicle-seat, a clip
embracing the standard and provided with
flanges to embrace and interlock with the
attaching-plate, and a fastening device for
fixedly connecting the attaching-plate and
clip and preventing the standard from mov-
ing upward, substantially as deseribed.

3. A canopy-support for vehicles compris-
ing a standard, means for detachably con-
necting the lower end of said standard with
the vehicle-body, an attaching-plate adapted
to be secured to the vehicle-seat, a clip em-
bracing the standard and provided with an
extension, parallel flanges depending from
said extension and adapted to embrace the
attaching-plate, and a screw for detachably
connecting the clip to the attaching-plate,
substantially as deseribed.

4. A canopy-support for vehicles compris-
ing a standard having a groove in its outer
wall, means for detachably connecting the
lower end of said standard with the vehicle-
body, an attaching-plate adapted to be se-
cured to the vehicle-seat, and a normally-
stationary clip ecapable of longitudinal ad-

8.

justment upon the standard, said elip em-
bracing the standard and having a projection
which engages the longitudinal groove in the
standard, and means for detachably connect-
ingtheclipand attaching-plate, substantially
as described.

5. A canopy-support for vehicles compris-
ing a standard, a sectional clamping socket-
piece mounted thereon, a canopy-staff having
a ball at its lower end -fitting within the
socket and provided with a circumferential
groove, and one or more lugs or projections
within the socket-piece adapted to interlock
with the groove in the ball, substantially as
described.

6. A canopy-support for vehicles compris-
ing a standard, a socket-piece connected with
the standard, a canopy-staff having a ball
fitted into the socket, the ball and socket be-
ing provided with interlocking rigid projec-
tions and recesses within said ball-and-socket
joint, substantially as and for the purpose
specified.

7. A canopy-support for vehicles, compris-
ing a standard, a ball-socket thereon having
a hinged member, a canopy-staff having a
ball to fit into the socket, the ball and socket
being provided with rigid interlocking ele-
ments, and a clamping device acting to force
the hinged member of the socket into en-
gagement with the ball and thereby bring
the rigid interlocking elements of the ball
and socket into engagement with each other.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JAMES H. SPRAGUE.

Witnesses:
J. 0. WHITE,
C. B. GARDINER.
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