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Description

�[0001] This invention relates to a food carton and more
specifically to a food carton which includes one or more
panels of susceptor material or has one or more panels
coated with such a material to allow for crisping, browning
and/or cooking of uncooked or partially cooked food piec-
es deposited in said carton.
�[0002] Although the following description relates to the
cooking of fish and French fries in the same carton, those
skilled in the art will immediately appreciate that the na-
ture of the food to be cooked inside the carton is not
relevant to the scope of the invention, except in that the
carton is adapted to contain at least two different types
of food which may be most beneficially cooked to differing
degrees depending on the nature of the particular food.
For example, fish and arguably any battered food product
has different cooking characteristics to those of French
fries. Vegetables have yet further different cooking char-
acteristics to both battered food products and to French
fries and/or the like.
�[0003] EP507814 in the name of the Procter & Gamble
Company discloses a microwave carton adapted for the
cooking of generally uniformly shaped French fries. The
carton is formed from a one piece blank and comprises
a top panel, a bottom panel and two layer-�divider panels
which are hingedly connected to one of the end panels
so that they can be foldingly disposed inside the erected
carton before the top panel is closed. The layer-�divider
panels therefore partially define an uppermost compart-
ment and a lowermost compartment with the top panel
and bottom panel respectively, and a middle compart-
ment is defined between the two layer-�divider panels so
that in total, three compartments are defined inside the
erected carton.
�[0004] In use the carton is partially erected, and a first
layer of French fries is deposited inside the carton in con-
tact with the lowermost panel, whereafter the layer- �divid-
er panels are disposed inside the carton in a manner
which allows the deposition of a second layer of French
fries on a first one of the layer-�divider panels. The second
layer-�divider panel is then folded over the second layer
of French fries to sandwich these between the first and
second layer-�divider panels, and a final third layer of
French fries is deposited on the upper facing surface of
the second layer-�divider panel. As a final step in the erec-
tion, the top panel is closed thus bringing the top panel
into intimate contact with the upper surface of the third
layer of French fries.
�[0005] Each of the top and bottom panels, and the lay-
er- �divider panels is provided with a layer of a susceptor
material or coated with such a material that during cook-
ing in a microwave, the French fries are heated from both
above and below in each compartment defined within the
carton.
�[0006] It is to be mentioned that the carton described
in this patent is adapted to be stood on one of its end
panels so that the French fries therein are cooked while

being vertically orientated. In this configuration, the up-
permost panel (which is one of the side walls of the carton
during erection) is provided with lines of perforation or
weakness so that parts of this panel can be opened away
from the remaining parts to provide one or more ventila-
tion flaps which allow volatile products of cooking to be
vented immediately, as opposed to being trapped in any
of the compartments within the carton. As in general, the
food products cooked in such cartons and indeed cooked
in microwave ovens is generally frozen or at least very
moist, the volatile cooking products consist solely of
steam which if not properly vented can cause the impair-
ment of the food products being cooked, in particular by
rendering them soggy and unappetising in appearance.
�[0007] It is therefore essential that cartons adapted to
contain food products and susceptor panels for cooking
such food products be adequately vented during cooking.
�[0008] A similar arrangement is disclosed in
US5310977 but the compartments in the vertical stack
have different arrangements of susceptor material.
�[0009] In terms of other relevant prior art, US4590349
describes a one-�piece carton for heating a single layer
of variously sized food pieces. The carton includes a layer
of microwave active material near the top wall and a sim-
ilar layer near the bottom wall. The container is manually
inverted after the food surface in contact with the micro-
wave active layer has begun to crisp to cause the food
piece initially supported by the initial food supporting pan-
el to move under the force of gravity into supporting re-
lationship with the final supporting food panel to crisp the
other side of the food piece.
�[0010] Again, this document essentially describes a
carton having only a single compartment at the top and
bottom of which are provided susceptor or microwave
active material panels (and these terms are to be con-
sidered as interchangeable in this specification) to cook
food pieces disposed in the carton.
�[0011] In US4836383, a further one-�piece carton is de-
scribed which is adapted to accommodate a single layer
of food supported on a panel which is elevated above
the carton bottom such that, in use, the food is elevated
above the carton bottom on a false bottom. The panel is
provided with a single layer of microwave active material
which crispens only the bottom of the food product.
�[0012] US4777053 relates to a carton for microwave
heating of one layer of food pieces in which a pair of
heating panels are mounted on the top and bottom sur-
faces of the carton. Each panel comprises a semi- �con-
ducting heating layer and a microwave shield layer sep-
arated therefrom by a spacer wherein said shield is ad-
hesively attached to its corresponding major surface and
the heating layer is arranged for direct physical contact
with the corresponding upper and respectively, lower sur-
face of the food layer. This arrangement is chosen so
that the shield acts as a spaced microwave deflector in
order to improve the ratio of dielectric heating to sear.
�[0013] With the exception of US4836383, all the above
prior art documents relate to the double sided cooking of
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food products by providing at least a pair of panels coated
or otherwise provided with susceptor material so as to
cook the food product sandwiched therebetween.
�[0014] Indeed, US4836383 describes a simpler micro-
wave cooking practice wherein only a single side of the
food product is cooked.
�[0015] However, it has heretofore never been consid-
ered to contain two or more different types of food prod-
ucts within the same carton for cooking therein, and in-
deed the prior art tends to make such a concept imprac-
tical because of the inherently different cooking charac-
teristics possessed by different food products.
�[0016] US6501059 discloses a tray with recessed re-
gions for the containment of different food products. A lid
can be provided for location with the tray. Portions of the
lid adjacent the recesses and the bases of the recesses
can have different arrangements of microwave shielding
regions and microwave absorbing regions.
�[0017] WO02/16225 also discloses a tray with re-
cessed regions for the containment of different food prod-
ucts. The tray is provided designed to have different re-
gions with different degrees of heating using cold reten-
tion material.
�[0018] It is an object of the present invention to provide
a carton which allows for differential cooking of different
food products deposited within the carton, and in partic-
ular to a multi-�compartment carton wherein the food prod-
ucts within each compartment can be cooked in a differ-
ent manner.
�[0019] According to the present invention there is pro-
vided a carton, said carton having front and rear panels,
side panels and top and bottom panels, said carton being
further provided with one or more dividing panels inter-
nally of the cavity such that at least two compartments
are defined therein for the location of one or more food
products, one or more surfaces of said panels of one or
more of said compartments including a microwave acti-
vateable layer or coating which becomes hot in the pres-
ence of microwave radiation, the arrangement of the mi-
crowave activateable layer is different in the at least two
compartments characterised in that at least one of the
dividing panels is separate to the carton and includes at
least one main panel and at least one edge tab or sec-
ondary panel located substantially perpendicular to said
main panel.
�[0020] Preferably one of the at least two compartments
has one of the following arrangements including no mi-
crowave activateable layer, one microwave activateable
layer, or two microwave activateable layers, and the other
of the at least two compartments has one of the remaining
two arrangements.
�[0021] Thus, the present invention provides a carton
wherein the microwave activateable layer is selectively
positioned with respect to the foodstuffs to be cooked,
thereby allowing simultaneous microwave cooking of the
same or a variety of different food products.
�[0022] Preferably two or more different food products
are provided for simultaneous cooking in each of the com-

partments of the carton and the food products in the dif-
ferent compartments having different cooking character-
istics.
�[0023] In one embodiment at least one of the inner
surfaces of the top and bottom panels of said carton and
at least one surface of one or more of the dividing panels
is provided with a microwave activateable layer or coat-
ing, the layers or coatings being arranged such that at
least one compartment within the cavity is defined by
panels on which a layer of microwave activatable material
is provided in order that a food product within that com-
partment is heated from both sides, and at least a further
compartment is partially defined by panels, only one of
which is provided with a layer of microwave activatable
material in order that a food product disposed with that
compartment is heated only on one side.
�[0024] In one embodiment one or more dividing panels
for location in said carton to define two or more compart-
ments therein is separately formed from a further blank
and is/are thus a separate component from the carton.
�[0025] It is preferable that the dividing panel is manu-
factured from plain, standard carton board, and consists
of at least a main panel and, in one embodiment, a sec-
ondary panel. Alternatively, the dividing panel in whatev-
er configuration is manufactured from a board corrugated
on one or both sides. Further preferably the corrugated
board is provided with one or more layers or coatings of
microwave activatable material as previously described.
�[0026] The microwave activateable material can be
provided on a whole or portion of the at least one surface
of the carton or dividing panel as required.
�[0027] In an alternative embodiment, the microwave
activateable material is in the form of a film or sheet like
material which is movable relative or detached from one
or more panels of the carton, thereby allowing the film or
sheet material to more closely follow the contours of the
food product on which it is located.
�[0028] The microwave activateable material can be
formed from any susceptor material of any required den-
sity. In addition, one or more surfaces/�portions of the ma-
terial can be embossed with a particular design or pattern
thereon.
�[0029] Most preferably the carton is provided with a
first food product in a first compartment which is ideally
cooked from both sides and a second different food prod-
uct in a second compartment which is sufficiently cooked
by a microwave activatable layer on only one side. Pref-
erably the first food product is a partially cooked battered
fish product, and the second food product is a plurality
of partially cooked chipped potatoes.
�[0030] It is most preferable that one or more of the top
panel, bottom panel, rear panel and/or front panel of the
carton are provided with lines of weakness which define
at least one removable panel or portion.
�[0031] In one embodiment the removable panel can
be wholly or partially removed and located under a base
of the carton to reduce the heat sink effect adjacent the
base of the carton, provides the carton with thermal prop-
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erties and also allows the height of the carton to be in-
creased in the oven.
�[0032] Preferably the dividing panel consists of at least
one main panel, said main panel being provided with one
or more edge tabs which can be deflected out of the plane
of the panel to adopt a substantially perpendicular orien-
tation with respect to said panel.
�[0033] Most preferably, the completed carton with food
products deposited therein is overturned prior to cooking
in a microwave oven and a removable panel defined by
lines of weakness provided predominantly in any of the
compartments, and particularly in the base and rear pan-
els is removed to provide a means of escape for the vol-
atile products of cooking which are given off by said food
products.
�[0034] Most preferably the dividing panels are provid-
ed with venting apertures to facilitate the escape of the
volatile products of cooking.
�[0035] In one embodiment the dividing panel is of a
size which permits insertion into or is positioned in the
cavity defined within the carton such that at least one of
the perpendicularly orientated edge tabs abut one or
more vertically orientated panels or front, rear, or side
panels which thus prevent said edge tabs from resiliently
recovering under the inherent biasing action of the board
from which the dividing panel is constructed.
�[0036] It is yet further preferable that the edge tabs are
provided along two opposing edges of the dividing panel
and include support tabs which are defined by substan-
tially U-�shaped cut lines in the main panel of the dividing
panel adjacent the edge tabs such that folding of the edg-
es tabs along the edges of said main panel in one direc-
tion causes the support tabs to be automatically deflected
out of the plane of the main panel in the other direction.
�[0037] As will be more clearly understood from the fol-
lowing specific description, the support tabs ensure that
the dividing panel is maintained a suitable distance above
the lower panel of the carton when inserted therein.
�[0038] Most preferably, the dividing panel consists of
a main panel and a secondary panel of substantially sim-
ilar shape to said main panel but provided with one or
more cut- �out portions in areas corresponding to the areas
of the main panel which ultimately form the support tabs,
the dividing panel being formed by folding the secondary
panel into co- �planar relationship with the main panel and
deflecting the edge tabs out of the plane of both said
panels into substantially perpendicular orientation with
respect thereto.
�[0039] In a further embodiment, the dividing panel is
of a size which permits insertion into the cavity defined
within the carton and the at least one perpendicularly
orientated edge tab is provided a spaced distance be-
tween opposite vertically orientated panels of the carton.
Preferably, with the dividing panel arranged in this man-
ner, at least two compartments are formed in the carton,
one compartment either side of the edge tab. As such,
at least two compartments are formed adjacent the top
and/or bottom panel of the carton.

�[0040] Preferably one or more venting apertures are
provided in the main panel and/or on the at least one
edge tab of the dividing panel to allow volatile products
of cooking to escape from one compartment into another
compartment.
�[0041] In one embodiment these venting apertures are
provided along a fold line of the dividing panel between
the main panel and the at least one edge tab. Preferably
when the edge tab is deflected to adopt a substantially
vertical orientation, the venting apertures are semi-�circu-
lar in shape on the main panel and the edge tab.
�[0042] Preferably at least the free edge of the dividing
panel or edge tab is non-�linear, thereby providing venting
gaps or apertures, such as for example between the top
or bottom panel of the carton and the free edge of the
edge tab.
�[0043] Further preferably the free edge of the edge tab
is provided with U-�shaped or concave recesses thereon
to form the gaps or apertures.
�[0044] Preferably the main panel of the dividing panel
is of such dimensions that when formed, it only covers a
portion of said bottom or top panel of the carton. This
allows the dividing panel to be moved within the carton
relative to the said top and/or bottom panels. In this man-
ner, a first food product located in the carton can be
moved within the carton to a required location using the
dividing panel.
�[0045] Further preferably the edge tab of the dividing
panel contacts the first food product and moves said food
product with the dividing panel, thereby acting as a form
of scoop or rake.
�[0046] Adjacent compartments of the carton can be
located substantially vertically of each other and/or can
be located substantially horizontally of each other.
�[0047] According to a second aspect of the present
invention there is provided a blank for forming a carton
as hereinbefore described, said blank defining a plurality
of panels with fold lines therebetween such that in its
erected condition said carton has front and rear panels,
side panels and top and bottom panels which define a
cavity into which a food product may be deposited.
�[0048] In accordance with a further aspect of the in-
vention there is provided a dividing panel according to
any of the embodiments as previously described.
�[0049] In accordance with a yet further aspect of the
invention, there is provided a method of packaging at
least first and second food products in a carton, said car-
ton having front and rear panels, side panels and top and
bottom panels, said method including the steps of de-
positing a first food product onto the base of said carton,
locating a dividing panel over and/or adjacent said first
food product to define a first compartment, depositing a
second food product onto an upper surface of the dividing
panel or adjacent said first compartment in a second com-
partment, one or more surfaces of said panels including
a microwave activateable layer or coating which be-
comes hot in the presence of microwave radiation, the
arrangement of the microwave activateable layer being
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different in the at least two compartments, characterised
in that at least one of the dividing panels is separate to
the carton and includes at least one main panel and at
least one edge tab or secondary panel located substan-
tially perpendicular to said main panel.
�[0050] In one aspect of the invention, if a multi- �layered
carton is provided, some of the food products in the carton
may be provided so as not to contact any microwave
activateable layer. This is particularly advantageous, for
example, if the carton contains battered fish, chips and
vegetables to form a meal, and only the fish and chips
require browning or require a crisp outer surface, the fish
and/or chips are provided in the upper and lower com-
partments in contact with the top and bottom panels and
the vegetables are provided in an intermediate layer be-
tween two or more dividing panels.
�[0051] Embodiments of the invention will now be de-
scribed by way of example with reference to the accom-
panying drawings wherein: �

Figure 1 shows a plan view in perspective of a blank
from which a dividing panel used in the carton ac-
cording to one embodiment of the present invention
is erected,

Figure 1A shows a perspective view of the completed
dividing panel,

Figure 2 shows a plan view of a blank from which
the carton according to the invention may be erected,

Figure 3 shows a carton partially erected from the
blank of Figure 2,

Figure 4 shows a plan view in perspective of a blank
from which a dividing panel used in the carton ac-
cording to a further embodiment of the present in-
vention is erected,

Figure 4A shows a perspective view of the erect or
formed dividing panel,

Figures 5A-�5C show a carton in which the dividing
panel in figure 4A is to be located therein in various
stages,

Figure 5D shows a cross sectional view of the carton
containing the blank and food products in a final
stage;

Figure 6A is plan view of a dividing panel according
to a further embodiment of the present invention;

Figure 6B is an end view of a dividing panel according
to a yet further aspect of the present invention;

Figures 7A and 7B illustrate different stages of use
of the carton; and

Figure 8 illustrates a cross sectional view of a further
embodiment of the present invention.

�[0052] Referring firstly to Figure 1 there is shown a
blank 2 from which a dividing panel for use in the present
invention may be formed. The dividing panel consists of
a main panel 4 and a secondary panel 6 each of which
is substantially the same shape and dimensions and pro-
vided with venting apertures 8. The main panel 4 is pro-
vided with edge tabs 10, 12 which are disposed along
opposite edges of the main panel and defined partially
by fold lines 14, 16 and 18, 20. Where these fold lines
terminate inside the bounds of the edge tabs, there are
provided substantially u-�shaped cut lines 22, 24 which
extend into the main panel and define support tabs 26, 28.
�[0053] The dividing panel is also provided on both main
and secondary panels with a coating 30, 32 of a micro-
wave activatable material such as a sucseptor material
well known in the art. The dividing panel is formed by
folding the secondary panel 6 into coplanar relationship
with the main panel as shown by arrow 34, and subse-
quently deflecting the edge tabs upwardly out of the plane
of the main panel so that said edge tabs and said support
tabs are in substantially perpendicular relationship to the
main panel. It is to be noted that the support tabs are
automatically deflected downwardly so that the dividing
panel, at least when deposited in the carton in accord-
ance with the invention is supported thereon.
�[0054] It is also to be mentioned that the main panel
and the secondary panel may be adhered to one another
if required.
�[0055] Referring to figure 2 there is shown a blank 40
of a vast number of different types of blank from which a
carton according to the present invention may be formed.
Indeed, the description of the blank and the carton formed
therefrom is provided herein only as example, and it is
not considered by the applicant to be essential to the
present invention. In this embodiment the carton is pro-
vided with at least one layer or coating of a susceptor
material, a removable panel, a lid and a cavity into which
food products may be deposited as hereinafter de-
scribed.
�[0056] Furthermore, although the carton blank shown
is adapted for erection by means of locking tabs, other
types of carton erection adapted for rapid machine erec-
tion may be more suitable. For example, the flaps of lock-
ing tabs can be adhered to the carton.
�[0057] The carton blank 40 is provided with a front wall
panel 42, a base panel 44, a rear wall panel 46, a lid
panel 48 coated with a layer of susceptor material 49.
Side wall panels 50, 52 are also provided, and the carton
is erected by means of locking panels 42A, 42B, 46A,
46B which lock into and through slots 50A, 50B, 52A,
52B provided in the side wall panels. A continuous line
of weakness 60 is provided which effectively defines a
removable panel which is substantially the whole of the
base panel 44 and a portion of the rear panel 46 and
possibly a small region of the lid panel 48. Closure flaps
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48A, 48B, 48C are provided on the lid panel 48 as shown.
�[0058] Referring now to figure 3, the partially erected
carton 70 is shown. Into this carton is deposited a first
food product, ideally a plurality of chipped potatoes or
French fries. Thereafter the dividing panel of Figures 1,
1A is deposited over the chipped potatoes, and then a
second food product, ideally a piece of uncooked, par-
tially cooked, or wholly cooked battered fish, or a plurality
of battered or crumbed fish products such as scampi or
the like, is deposited on top of the dividing panel and the
lid panel is adheringly closed thereover.
�[0059] In order to cook the food products sealed inside
the carton, the closed carton is upturned so that the base
panel 44 is uppermost, the removable panel defined by
the continuous line of weakness 60 is torn away so that
the volatile products of cooking can vent through the re-
maining aperture, and further importantly, the second
food product is now sandwiched between two susceptor
material coatings, one being on the dividing panel above
the second food product and one being on the lid panel
of the carton. In accordance with the invention, the sec-
ond food product, being the battered fish in this instance,
requires more intense cooking on both sides, and the
fact that this food product is sandwiched between layers
of susceptor material permits this.
�[0060] It is of yet further importance that the second
food product is actually under slight pressure because
the first food product actually forces the dividing panel
down slightly under the weight of said first food product,
and this results in better contact between the susceptor
material coatings between which the second food prod-
uct is sandwiched. The result is a far better cooking,
browning or crisping effect on this second food product.
Of course the first food product is still cooked, browned,
crisped or similar by the susceptor material coating which
is provided on the surface of the dividing panel on which
it is supported.
�[0061] Also the venting apertures 8 in the dividing pan-
el provide a convenient means through which the volatile
products of cooking developed during the intense and
sandwiched cooking of the second food product can es-
cape easily without compromising the quality of either
food product. The provision of a large area through which
the volatile cooking products can escape resulting from
the almost total removal of the base panel 44 as the re-
movable panel is torn therefrom facilitates this.
�[0062] It is important to note that the shape and size
of the dividing panel is matched to the size and shape of
the cavity defined within the carton after erection. As the
dividing panel will conventionally be manufactured of a
board or card material, the edge tabs and support tabs
will have a tendency to recover from the disposition
shown in Figure 1A to that shown in Figure 1. However,
once the dividing panel is disposed in the carton cavity,
the front and rear wall panels 42, 46 provide a reaction
surface against which the edge tabs can abut so as to
prevent any elastic recovery thereof. Also, the total depth
of the edge tabs and support tabs in their erected condi-

tion is less than or equal to the depth of the front and rear
wall panels. Furthermore, it is to be noted that apertures
are formed between the edge tabs and support tabs and
the main and secondary panels of the dividing panel, and
these apertures also serve as venting apertures.
�[0063] The venting apertures 8 referred to in Figs. 1,
1A (where the dividing panel is of the main and secondary
panel construction depicted) may additionally be used
as purchase means to allow the dividing panel to be easily
lifted from within the carton after the food products have
been cooked. Most easily this is achieved by means of
the user inserting thumb and forefinger through said ap-
ertures 8 and lifting said dividing panel from the carton.
In the case where the dividing panel consists of only a
main panel and layers of susceptor material are patched
to either side, such venting apertures may not be present.
�[0064] The carton of the present invention can be load-
ed with one or more food products with the top panel
uppermost, the carton then being upturned for cooking
and the food subsequently being accessed via the bottom
panel of the carton, as shown in figures 1-3. Alternatively,
the carton can be loaded with the top panel uppermost,
cooked in the same orientation and food can then also
be accessed from the carton via the top panel.
�[0065] Referring to figure 6A, a dividing panel 202 is
shown according to a further embodiment of the present
invention comprising a main panel 204 and venting ap-
ertures 206 to allow the escape of volatile products pro-
duced during cooking. The peripheral edge of the panel
202 is also provided with recess portions 208 which aid
venting and allow a user to grip the panel, in addition to
or as an alternative to the venting apertures. The entire
upper surface of the main panel is provided with micro-
wave activeatable material in this example.
�[0066] Figure 6B shows an end view of a further ex-
ample of a dividing panel 210 according to the present
invention. The dividing panel 210 has a corrugated first
side 212 and a planar second side 214. The outer sur-
faces 216, 218 of the first and second sides can be pro-
vided with microwave activeatable material as required.
Both sides of the panel can be corrugated if required.
�[0067] Referring to figures 4 and 4A, there is shown a
blank 102 from which a dividing panel 103 according to
a further embodiment of the present invention may be
formed. The dividing panel consists of a main panel 104
and an edge tab 106. Venting apertures 108 are defined
along a fold line 110 between main panel 104 and edge
tab 106. A free edge 112 of edge tab 106 is provided with
recess portions 114 therealong.
�[0068] The dividing panel is provided with a coating
116 of microwave activatable material on an underside
surface 118 thereof. Although the coating 116 is shown
covering only a portion of the panel, it will be appreciated
by persons skilled in the art that substantially the whole
surface can be coated or any required portion thereof,
as is the case in all the examples mentioned herein. The
dividing panel is formed by deflecting edge tab 106 down-
wardly out of the plane of the main panel so that edge
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tab 106 is in substantially perpendicular relationship to
main panel 104, as shown in figure 4A. In this erect ar-
rangement, the venting apertures 108 are substantially
semi-�circular in shape on the main panel and edge tab
respectively.
�[0069] Referring to figures 5A to 5D, the dividing panel
is located in a carton 70 of the type described above. The
same reference numerals are used to define the same
features as in figures 2 and 3. The carton 70 in figures
5A to 5D has susceptor material 120 on base panel 44
rather than on lid panel 48 as in figures 2 and 3.
�[0070] A first food product is deposited onto base panel
44 of carton 70, which in this example is in the form of
french fries 122. The dividing panel 103 is located at one
end of the carton, with edge tab 106 adjacent side wall
panel 52 and main panel 104 protruding outwardly from
the carton, as shown in figures 5A and 5B. A user gripping
the main panel 104 adjacent edge 124 then pushes the
dividing panel towards side wall 50 of carton 70, as shown
by arrow 126 in figure 5B. As the dividing panel moves
across the base panel surface of the carton, edge tab
106 contacts the french fries 122 and moves the fries
122 therewith. In this manner, the French fries 122 can
be collected together in a more compact arrangement
from when they were first deposited into the carton. Edge
tab 106 therefore acts as a type of rake or scoop.
�[0071] When edge 124 of the dividing panel is parallel
with side wall panel 52, all the french fries 122 are con-
tained between edge tab 106 of the dividing panel and
side panel 50 of the carton, thereby defining a first com-
partment of French fries, as shown in figures 5C and 5D.
This first compartment has carton susceptor material 120
on a base panel surface such that the fries are browned
or crisped on the surface in contact with the susceptor
material 120.
�[0072] A second compartment 128 is defined adjacent
the first compartment on base panel 44 of the carton be-
tween edge tab 106 and side wall panel 52 of the carton.
Edge tab 106 defines a substantially vertical dividing wall
between the first and second compartments. A further
food product, which in this example is a portion of fish
130, can be deposited in the second compartment 128.
This food product is in contact with carton susceptor ma-
terial 120 on the base panel of the carton and susceptor
material 116 on the underside surface of the dividing pan-
el 103, thereby allowing browning or crisping of both sides
of the fish 130 in contact with the susceptor material.
�[0073] It will be appreciated that the food products con-
tained in the first and second compartments can be any
type of food products and typically depends on whether
the food is required to be in contact with none, one or
two susceptor layers. Further compartments can also be
provided such that a multi-�layer or multi-�compartment
carton is formed. The further compartments can be hor-
izontally and/or vertically arranged in the carton.
�[0074] It will also be appreciated that the orientation of
the dividing panel in figures 5A-�5D can be reversed, such
that when the dividing panel is located in the carton, the

edge 124 of main panel 104 protrudes inwardly of the
carton. The edge 124 of the main panel is then used to
pull the dividing panel across the base of the carton, rath-
er than to push the panel as described above. However,
the dividing panel in figures 5A-�5D has the advantage
that the inherent biasing action of edge tab 106 relative
to main panel 104 allows the edge tab to resiliently re-
cover and resume a substantially vertical orientation fol-
lowing movement of the edge tab across the carton base
panel. This is because this movement inevitably causes
the edge tab to move towards the plane of the main panel.
The angle which the edge tab makes with the main panel
typically depends on the size of the product located under
the main panel. For example, the edge tab may form an
obtuse angle with the main panel with some food prod-
ucts in order to allow maximum contact of the susceptor
material with the food product.
�[0075] Furthermore, the dividing panel can be turned
through ninety degrees from the position shown in figures
5A-�5D, such that the edge tab is adjacent the front or
rear panels 42 or 46 respectively. This allows venting of
volatile products of cooking away from the other food
compartment.
�[0076] In a further embodiment, the lid panel 48 of car-
ton 70 is provided with a removable portion 132 defined
by frangible portions 134, as shown in figures 5A-�5C and
7A, 7B. Removable portion 132 can be torn from the re-
mainder of lid panel 48 and folded underneath the base
44 of carton 70, as shown by arrows 136 in figures 7A
and 7B. With portion 132 in this folded position, the height
of carton in the microwave oven is increased and the
heat sink effect adjacent the base of the carton is re-
duced. In addition, the double thickness of board material
adjacent the base of the carton allows a user to handle
the carton more easily without the risk of burning their
hands.
�[0077] Referring to figure 8, a yet further embodiment
of a carton 202 according to the present invention is il-
lustrated in cross sectional view. In this embodiment the
compartments are arranged vertically of each other as
in figures 1-3. Dividing panels 204, 206 are provided in
carton 202, thereby defining a first compartment 208 be-
tween base panel 210, dividing panel 204 and side wall
panels 212, 214, a second compartment 216 between
dividing panels 204, 206 and side wall panels 212, 214
and a third compartment 218 between top panel 220,
dividing panel 206 and side wall panels 212, 214.
�[0078] Susceptor material 222 is provided on base
panel 210, top panel 220 and an underside surface of
dividing panel 204. As such, a food product located in
first compartment 208 has susceptor material adjacent
both sides, a food product located in the third compart-
ment 218 has susceptor material adjacent a first side and
a food product in the second compartment 216 has no
susceptor material in contact therewith. This arrange-
ment is particularly advantageous where three or more
food products are required to be cooked simultaneously
and each food product has different cooking require-
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ments. For example, in a meal such as fish, chips and
peas, each food has different cooking requirements. The
fish typically requires browning on both sides and so is
located in compartment 208, the chips require browning
on one side and so are located in compartment 218 and
the peas require no browning and so are located in com-
partment 216.
�[0079] It will be appreciated that any number of com-
partments can be provided as required.
�[0080] The carton and/or dividing panel �(s) can be pro-
vided in any required size, shape or design but is pref-
erably of such a shape and size to maximise the surface
area available for cooking the product, whilst ensuring
rotation of the carton on a rotatable plate in the oven is
not obstructed, thereby avoiding hot or cold spots in the
food product.
�[0081] Accordingly, the invention provides a novel car-
ton, insert and food packaging method which allows dif-
ferent food products to be subjected to different cooking
conditions within the same carton.

Claims

1. A carton (70), said carton having front and rear pan-
els (42, 46), side panels (50,52) and top and bottom
panels (48, 44), said carton being further provided
with one or more dividing panels (202; 210;�103) in-
ternally of the cavity such that at least two compart-
ments are defined therein for the location of one or
more food products (122, 130), one or more surfaces
of said panels of one or more of said compartments
including a microwave activateable layer or coating
(30, 32; 49; 116) which becomes hot in the presence
of microwave radiation, the arrangement of the mi-
crowave activateable layer being different in the at
least two compartments, characterised in that at
least one of the dividing panels (202; 210; 103) is
separate to the carton and includes at least one main
panel (104; 4) and at least one edge tab (106, 10,
12) or secondary panel located substantially perpen-
dicular to said main panel.

2. A carton according to claim 1 characterised in that
one of the at least two compartments has one of the
following arrangements including no microwave ac-
tivateable layer (30, 32; 49; 116), one microwave
activateable layer (30, 32; 49; 116), or two micro-
wave activateable layers (30, 32; 49; 116), and the
other of the at least two compartments has one of
the remaining two arrangements.

3. A carton according to claim 1 characterised in that
each of said at least two compartments has a single
microwave activateable layer (30, 32; 49; 116) but
said layer is provided on different panels in the at
least two different compartments.

4. A carton according to claim 1 characterised in that
two or more different food products (122, 130) can
be provided for simultaneous cooking in each of the
compartments of the carton, the food products in the
different compartments having different cooking
characteristics.

5. A carton according to claim 1 characterised that in
one of said compartments the food products (122,
130) can be heated from a single side and in a further
compartment the food products (122, 130) can be
heated from both sides.

6. A carton according to claim 5 characterised in that
the food product (122, 130) heated from a single side
is a plurality of partially cooked potatoes and the food
product heated from both sides is a partially cooked
battered fish product.

7. A carton according to claim 1 characterised in that
the dividing panel (103) includes a main panel (104;
4) with one or more edge tabs (106, 10, 12), the edge
tabs capable of being deflected out of the plane of
the main panel to adopt the substantially perpendic-
ular orientation with respect to said panel (104; 4).

8. A carton according to claim 1 characterised in that
the dividing panel (202, 210, 103) is of a size which
permits insertion into or is positioned in the cavity
defined by the carton such that at least one of the
perpendicular orientated edge tabs (106, 10, 12)
abut one or more vertically orientated carton panels
(42, 46, 50, 52).

9. A carton according to claim 1 characterised in that
the dividing panel (202, 210, 103) is of a size which
permits insertion into or is positioned in the cavity
defined by the carton such that at least one of the
perpendicular orientated edge tabs (106, 10, 12) is
provided a spaced distance between opposite verti-
cally orientated panels (42, 46, 50, 52) of the carton.

10. A carton according to claim 1 characterised in that
the edge tabs (10, 12) are provided along two op-
posing edges of the dividing panel and include sup-
port tabs (26, 28) which are defined by substantially
U-�shaped cut lines (22, 24) in the main panel (4)
adjacent the edge tabs (10, 12), such that folding of
the edge tabs in one direction causes the support
tabs (26, 28) to be deflected out of the plane of the
main panel (4) in the other direction.

11. A carton according to claim 10 characterised in that
the dividing panel includes a main panel (4) and a
secondary panel (6) of substantially similar shape,
the secondary panel (6) having one or more cut out
portions (22, 24) in areas corresponding to the areas
of the main panel which ultimately form the support
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tabs (26, 28), the dividing panel being formed by fold-
ing the secondary panel (6) into co-�planar relation-
ship with the main panel (4) and deflecting the edge
tabs (10, 12) out of the plane of both of said panels
into substantially perpendicular orientation with re-
spect thereto.

12. A carton according to claim 1 characterised in that
the dividing panel (102, 202, 210) is formed from a
board material corrugated on one or both sides.

13. A carton according to claim 1 characterised in that
the dividing panel (102, 202, 210) is provided with
one or more venting apertures (8) therein.

14. A carton according to claim 13 characterised in that
the venting apertures (8) are provided along a fold
line (110) of the dividing panel (102) between the
main panel (104) and at least one edge tab (116).

15. A carton according to claim 13 characterised in that
a free edge (114) of the dividing panel (102) is non-
linear to provide one or more venting apertures or
gaps.

16. A carton according to claim 1 characterised in that
the main panel of the dividing panel (202, 210, 103)
is of such dimensions that when formed, it only cov-
ers a portion of said bottom or top panel (48, 44) of
the carton.

17. A carton according to claim 16 characterised in that
the dividing panel (202, 210, 103) is movable in said
carton relative to said top and/or bottom panels (48,
44).

18. A carton according to claim 1 characterised in that
the microwave activateable layer (30, 32, 49, 116)
is in the form of a film or sheet like material which is
movable relative to or detached from the panels of
the carton.

19. A carton according to claim 1 characterised in that
one or more portions of the microwave activateable
material (30, 32, 49, 116) is embossed with a partic-
ular design or pattern.

20. A carton according to claim 1 characterised in that
one or more of the top (48), bottom (44), rear (46)
and/or front (42) panels of the carton are provided
with lines of weakness (134) which define at least
one removable panel (132).

21. A carton according to claim 20 characterised in that
the removable panel (132) is partially or wholly re-
moved and located under a base (44) of the carton.

22. A carton according to claim 20 characterised in that

the removable panel (132) can be removed during
cooking to provide a means of escape of the volatile
products produced by the food products (122, 130)
during cooking.

23. A carton according to claim 1 characterised in that
at least two compartments are provided adjacent the
bottom (44) and/or top panel (48) of the carton.

24. A method of packaging at least first and second food
products (122, 130) in a carton (70), said carton (70)
having front and rear panels (42, 46), side panels
(50, 52) and top and bottom panels (48, 44), said
method including the steps of depositing a first food
product onto the base (44) of said carton, locating a
dividing panel (202, 210, 103) over and/or adjacent
said first food product to define a first compartment,
depositing a second food product onto an upper sur-
face of the dividing panel or adjacent said first com-
partment in a second compartment, one or more sur-
faces of said panels including a microwave activate-
able layer (30, 32, 49, 116) or coating which becomes
hot in the presence of microwave radiation, the ar-
rangement of the microwave activateable layer be-
ing different in the at least two compartments, char-
acterised in that at least one of the dividing panels
(202; 210; 103) is separate to the carton and includes
at least one main panel (104; 4) and at least one
edge tab (106, 10, 12) or secondary panel located
substantially perpendicular to said main panel.

Patentansprüche

1. Karton (70), wobei der genannte Karton eine Vorder-
und Rückwand (42, 46), Seitenwände (50, 52) und
einen Deckel und Boden (48, 44) aufweist und der
genannte Karton zudem über eine oder mehrere
Trennwände (202; 210; 103) im Hohlraum verfügt
so dass mindestens zwei Fächer darin gebildet wer-
den zur Aufnahme eines oder mehrerer Lebensmit-
telprodukte (122, 130) und wobei eine oder mehrere
Oberflächen der genannten Wände des einen oder
der mehreren Fächer eine durch Mikrowellen akti-
vierbare Schicht oder Beschichtung (30, 32; 49; 116)
aufweisen, die sich bei Mikrowellenbestrahlung er-
hitzt und wobei die durch Mikrowellen aktivierbare
Schicht anders in den letzten zwei Fächern ange-
ordnet ist, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass minde-
stens eine der Trennwände (202; 210; 103) vom Kar-
ton getrennt ist und mindestens eine Hauptwand
(104; 4) aufweist und mindestens einen Seitenstrei-
fen (106, 10, 12) oder eine Sekundärwand, die im
wesentlichen senkrecht zur genannten Hauptwand
angeordnet ist.

2. Karton gemäss Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass eines der mindestens zwei Fächer
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eine der folgenden Anordnungen aufweist, ein-
schließlich keiner durch Mikrowellen aktivierbaren
Schicht (30, 32; 49; 116), einer durch Mikrowellen
aktivierbaren Schicht (30, 32; 49; 116) oder zwei
durch Mikrowellen aktivierbaren Schichten (30, 32;
49; 116) und wobei das andere der mindestens zwei
Fächer eine der übrigen Anordnungen aufweist.

3. Karton gemäss Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass jedes der mindestens zwei Fächer
eine einzige durch Mikrowellen aktivierbare Schicht
(30, 32; 49; 116) aufweist, wobei jedoch die genann-
te Schicht auf zwei verschiedenen Oberflächen in
den mindestens zwei unterschiedlichen Fächern an-
geordnet ist.

4. Karton gemäss Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass zwei oder mehr verschiedene Le-
bensmittelprodukte (122, 130) zum gleichzeitigen
Kochen in jedem der Fächer des Kartons angeordnet
werden können, wobei die Lebensmittelprodukte un-
terschiedliche Kochcharakteristiken aufweisen.

5. Karton gemäss Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass in einem der genannten Fächer die
Lebensmittelprodukte (122, 230) von einer Seite er-
hitzt und in einem weiteren Fach die Lebensmittel-
produkte (122, 130) von beiden Seiten erhitzt wer-
den können.

6. Karton gemäss Anspruch 5, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass das von einer einzigen Seite erhitzte
Lebensmittelprodukt (122, 230) aus mehreren vor-
gekochten Kartoffeln und das von beiden Seiten er-
hitzte Lebensmittelprodukt aus vorgekochten im
Teig eingebackenem Fisch besteht.

7. Karton gemäss Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Trennwand (103) eine Haupt-
wand (104; 4) mit einem oder mehreren Seitenstrei-
fen (106, 10, 12) aufweist, wobei die Seitenstreifen
aus der Ebene der Hauptwand umgefaltet werden
können so dass sie weitgehend senkrecht zur ge-
nannten Wand (104; 4) angeordnet sind.

8. Karton gemäss Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Trennwand (202, 210, 103) Ab-
messungen hat die deren Einschub oder deren An-
ordnung im vom Karton gebildeten Hohlraum ermög-
lichen so dass mindestens einer der senkrecht an-
geordneten Seitenstreifen (106, 10, 12) gegen eine
oder mehrere vertikal angeordnete Kartonwände
(42, 46, 50, 52) anstößt.

9. Karton gemäss Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Trennwand (202, 210, 103) Ab-
messungen hat die deren Einschub oder deren An-
ordnung im vom Karton gebildeten Hohlraum ermög-

lichen so dass mindestens einer der senkrecht an-
geordneten Seitenstreifen (106, 10, 12) in einem be-
stimmten Abstand zwischen den gegenüberliegen-
den vertikalen Wänden (42, 46, 50, 52) angeordnet
ist.

10. Karton gemäss Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Seitenstreifen (10, 12) entlang
zwei gegenüberliegenden Kanten der Trennwände
angeordnet sind und Stützenvorsprünge (26, 28)
aufweisen, die durch weitgehend U- �fännige Schnitt-
linien (22, 24) in der Hauptwand (4) an den Seiten-
streifen (10, 12) anliegend gebildet werden, so dass
bei Falten der Seitenstreifen in eine Richtung, die
Stützenvorspünge (26, 28) in die entgegengesetzte
Richtung aus der Ebene der Hauptwand (4) bewegt
werden.

11. Karton gemäss Anspruch 10, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Trennwand eine Hauptwand (4)
und eine Sekundärwand (6) von weitaus ähnlicher
Form aufweist, wobei die Sekundärwand (6) ein oder
mehrere ausgeschnittene Teile (22, 24) in Bereichen
aufweist die mit Bereichen der Hauptwand überein-
stimmen, die letztlich die Stützenvorsprünge (26, 28)
bilden, wobei die Trennwand dadurch gebildet wird
dass die Sekundärwand (6) koplanar zur Hauptwand
(4) gefaltet wird, wodurch die Seitenstreifen (10, 12)
aus der Ebene der beiden genannten Wände in eine
weitaus senkrechte Ausrichtung zu diesen bewegt
wird.

12. Karton gemäss Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Trennwand (102, 202, 210) aus
auf beiden Seiten gewellter Pappe besteht.

13. Karton gemäss Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Trennwand (102, 202, 210) eine
oder mehrere Lüftungsöffnungen (8) aufweist.

14. Karton gemäss Anspruch 13, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Lüftungsöffnungen (8) längs ei-
ner Faltlinie (110) der Trennwand (102) zwischen
der Hauptwand (104) und mindestens einem Seiten-
streifen (116) angeordnet sind.

15. Karton gemäss Anspruch 13, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass eine freie Kante (114) der Trenn-
wand (102) nicht linear ausgebildet ist, um eine oder
mehrere Lüftungsöffnungen zu schaffen.

16. Karton gemäss Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Hauptwand der Trennwand
(202, 210, 103) so dimensioniert ist, dass sie sich
nach ihrer Formung nur über einen Teil des genann-
ten Bodens oder Deckels (48, 44) des Kartons er-
streckt.
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17. Karton gemäss Anspruch 16, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Trennwand (202, 210, 103) im
genannten Karton relative zum genannten Deckel
bzw. Boden (48, 44) bewegt werden kann.

18. Karton gemäss Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die durch Mikrowellen aktivierbare
Schicht (30, 32, 49, 116) aus einem folien- oder la-
genartigen Material besteht, das relativ zu oder ge-
löst von den Wänden des Kartons bewegt werden
kann.

19. Karton gemäss Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass ein spezifisches Design oder Muster
in ein oder mehrere Teile des durch Mikrowellen ak-
tivierbaren Materials (30, 32, 49, 116) geprägt ist.

20. Karton gemäss Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass eines oder mehrere der Teile beste-
hend aus Deckel (48), Boden (44), Rücken- (46)
bzw. Vorderwand (42) des Kartons Schwächelinien
(134) aufweisen, die mindestens eine herauslösbare
Wand definieren (132).

21. Karton gemäss Anspruch 20, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die herauslösbare Wand (132) teil-
weise oder ganz herausgelöst und unter einem Bo-
den (44) des Kartons untergebracht wird.

22. Karton gemäss Anspruch 20, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die herauslösbare Wand (132) wäh-
rend des Kochens entfernt werden kann, um ein Aus-
strömen der von den Lebensmittelprodukten (122,
130) während des Kochens erzeugten flüchtigen
Produkte zu ermöglichen.

23. Karton gemäss Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass mindestens zwei Fächer neben dem
Boden (44) bzw. dem Deckel (48) des Kartons an-
geordnet sind.

24. Verfahren zum Verpacken von mindestens ersten
und zweiten Lebensmittelprodukten (122, 130) in ei-
nem Karton (70), wobei der Karton (70) eine Vorder-
und Rückwand (42, 46), Seitenwände (50, 52) sowie
einen Deckel und Boden (48, 44) aufweist und das
genannte Verfahren die folgenden Schritte enthält:
Plazieren eines ersten Lebensmittelprodulctes auf
dem Boden (44) des genannten Kartons, Einsetzen
einer Trennwand (202, 210, 103) über bzw. neben
dem genanntem ersten Lebensmittelprodukt zum
Bilden eines ersten Fachs, Plazieren eines zweiten
Lebensmittelproduktes auf der Oberseite der Trenn-
wand oder neben dem genannten ersten Fach in ei-
nem zweiten Fach, wobei eine oder mehrere Ober-
flächen der genannten Wände eine durch Mikrowel-
len aktivierbare Schicht oder Beschichtung (30, 32;
49; 116) aufweisen, die sich bei Mikrowellenbestrah-

lung erhitzt und wobei die durch Mikrowellen akti-
vierbare Schicht anders als in den letzten zwei Fä-
chern angeordnet ist, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass mindestens eine der Trennwände (202; 210;
103) vom Karton getrennt ist und mindestens eine
Hauptwand (104; 4) aufweist und mindestens einen
Seitenstreifen (106, 10, 12) oder eine Sekundär-
wand, die im wesentlichen senkrecht zur genannten
Hauptwand angeordnet ist.

Revendications

1. Carton (70), ledit carton possédant des panneaux
Avant et Arrière (42, 46), des panneaux latéraux (50,
52) ainsi que des panneaux supérieur et inférieur
(48, 44), ledit carton étant pourvu en outre d’un ou
de plusieurs panneaux diviseurs (202 ; 210 ; 103) à
l’intérieur de la cavité de sorte qu’au moins deux
compartiments y sont définis pour pouvoir placer un
ou plusieurs produits alimentaires (122, 130), une
ou plusieurs surfaces desdits panneaux de l’un ou
de plusieurs desdits compartiments comportant une
couche ou un revêtement (30, 32 ; 49 ; 116) activa-
ble par micro- �ondes qui devient chaud en présence
d’un rayonnement à micro-�ondes, l’agencement de
la couche activable par micro-�ondes étant différent
dans lesdits au moins deux compartiments, carac-
térisé en ce que  l’un au moins desdits panneaux
diviseurs (202 ; 210 ; 103) est séparé par rapport au
carton et comporte au moins un panneau principal
(104 ; 4) et au moins une languette de bord (106,
10, 12) ou un panneau secondaire lequel est posi-
tionné de façon sensiblement perpendiculaire par
rapport audit panneau principal.

2. Carton, selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
qu’ un desdits au moins deux compartiments com-
porte l’un des agencements suivants à savoir : aucu-
ne couche activable par micro-�ondes (30, 32 ; 49 ;
116), une couche activable par micro-�ondes (30, 32 ;
49 ; 116) ou deux couches activables par micro-�on-
des (30, 32 ; 49 ; 116), alors que l’autre desdits au
moins deux compartiments comporte l’un des deux
agencements restants.

3. Carton, selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
que  chacun desdits au moins deux compartiments
possède une seule couche activable par micro-�on-
des (30, 32 ; 49 ; 116), mais ladite couche est prévue
sur différents panneaux dans lesdits au moins deux
compartiments différents.

4. Carton, selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
que  deux ou plusieurs produits alimentaires diffé-
rents (122, 130) peuvent être placés dans chacun
des compartiments du carton en vue d’une cuisson
simultanée, les produits alimentaires se trouvant
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dans les différents compartiments ayant des carac-
téristiques de cuisson différentes.

5. Carton, selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
que  dans l’un desdits compartiments, les produits
alimentaires (122, 130) peuvent être chauffés à partir
d’un seul côté, alors que dans un autre compartiment
les produits alimentaires (122, 130) peuvent être
chauffés à partir des deux côtés.

6. Carton, selon la revendication 5, caractérisé en ce
que  le produit alimentaire (122, 130) chauffé à partir
d’un seul côté est une pluralité de pommes de terre
partiellement cuites, alors que le produit alimentaire
chauffé à partir des deux côtés est un produit à base
de poisson en pâte partiellement cuit.

7. Carton, selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
que  le panneau diviseur (103) comprend un pan-
neau principal (104 ; 4) avec une ou plusieurs lan-
guettes de bord (106, 10, 12), les languettes de bord
étant aptes à être défléchies hors du plan du pan-
neau principal afin d’adopter une orientation sensi-
blement perpendiculaire par rapport audit panneau
(104 ; 4).

8. Carton, selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
que  le panneau diviseur (202, 210, 103) a une taille
qui permet son insertion dans la cavité ou qui lui
permet d’être positionné dans la cavité définie par
le carton, de sorte qu’une au moins des languettes
de bord (106, 10, 12) orientées dans le plan perpen-
diculaire aboute sur un ou plusieurs panneaux (42,
46, 50, 52) du carton orientés dans le plan vertical.

9. Carton, selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
que  le panneau diviseur (202, 210, 103) a une taille
qui permet son insertion dans la cavité ou qui lui
permet d’être positionné dans la cavité définie par
le carton, de sorte qu’une au moins des languettes
de bord (106, 10, 12) orientées dans le plan perpen-
diculaire soit placée à une certaine distance d’espa-
cement entre des panneaux opposés (42, 46, 50,
52) orientés dans le plan vertical du carton.

10. Carton, selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
que  les languettes de bord (10, 12) sont placées le
long de deux bords opposés du panneau diviseur et
comportent des languettes de support (26, 28) les-
quelles sont définies par des lignes de coupe (22,
24) sensiblement en forme d’U pratiquées dans le
panneau principal (4) en position adjacente aux lan-
guettes de bord (10, 12), de sorte que le pliage des
languettes de bord dans une direction oblige les lan-
guettes de support (26, 28) à se défléchir hors du
plan du panneau principal (4) dans l’autre direction.

11. Carton, selon la revendication 10, caractérisé en

ce que  le panneau diviseur comporte un panneau
principal (4) et un panneau secondaire (6) ayant une
forme sensiblement similaire, le panneau secondai-
re (6) possédant une ou plusieurs sections décou-
pées (22, 24) dans des zones correspondant aux
zones du panneau principal lesquelles constituent
en fin de compte les languettes de support (26, 28),
le panneau diviseur étant formé suite au pliage du
panneau secondaire (6) suivant une corrélation si-
tuée dans le même plan avec le panneau principal
(4), et à la déflexion des languettes de bord (10, 12)
hors du plan desdits deux panneaux pour se trouver
dans une orientation sensiblement perpendiculaire
par rapport à ccux-�ci.

12. Carton, selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
que  le panneau diviseur (102, 202, 210) est fabriqué
à partir d’un matériau en carton lequel est ondulé
sur un côté ou sur deux côtés.

13. Carton, selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
que  le panneau diviseur (102, 202, 210) est pourvu
d’un ou de plusieurs orifices d’aération (8).

14. Carton, selon la revendication 13, caractérisé en
ce que  les ouvertures d’aération (8) sont ménagées
le long d’une ligne de pliage (110) du panneau divi-
seur (102) entre le panneau principal (104) et au
moins une languette de bord (116).

15. Carton, selon la revendication 13, caractérise en
ce qu’ un bord libre (114) du panneau diviseur (102)
est non-�linéaire afin de procurer un ou plusieurs in-
tervalles ou orifices d’aération.

16. Carton, selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
que  le panneau principal du panneau diviseur (202,
210, 103) a des dimensions telles que, lorsqu’il est
tonne, il ne couvre qu’une section dudit panneau in-
férieur ou supérieur (48, 44) du carton.

17. Carton, selon la revendication 16, caractérisé en
ce que  le panneau diviseur (202, 210, 103) peut être
déplacé dans ledit carton par rapport auxdits pan-
neaux supérieur et/ou inférieur (48, 44).

18. Carton, selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
que  la couche activable par micro-�ondes (30, 32,
49, 116) se présente sous la forme d’une pellicule
ou d’une matière ressemblant à une feuille qui peut
être déplacée par rapport aux panneaux du carton
ou peut en être détachée.

19. Carton, selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
qu’ une ou plusieurs parties du matériau activable
par micro- �ondes (30, 32, 49, 116) ont reçu un gau-
frage avec un schéma ou un motif particulier.
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20. Carton, selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
qu’ un ou plusieurs panneaux, à savoir : supérieur
(48), inférieur (44), arrière (46) et/ou frontal (42) du
carton sont munis de lignes de faiblesse (134) qui
définissent au moins un panneau amovible (132).

21. Carton, selon la revendication 20, caractérisé en
ce que  le panneau amovible (132) est enlevé de
manière partielle ou totale, puis est positionné sous
une base (44) du carton.

22. Carton, selon la revendication 20, caractérisé en
ce que  le panneau amovible (132) peut être enlevé
au cours de la cuisson afin de procurer un moyen
servant à évacuer les produits volatils dégagés par
les produits alimentaires (122, 130) au cours de la
cuisson.

23. Carton, selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
qu’ au moins deux compartiments sont disposés en
position adjacente au panneau inférieur (44) et/ou
au panneau supérieur (48) du carton.

24. Procédé servant à emballer au moins un premier et
un deuxième produits alimentaires (122, 130) dans
un carton (70), ledit carton (70) possédant des pan-
neaux Avant et Arrière (42, 46), des panneaux laté-
raux (50, 52) ainsi que des panneaux supérieur et
inférieur (48, 44), ledit procédé comprenant les éta-
pes consistant à déposer un premier produit alimen-
taire sur la base (44) dudit carton, à positionner un
panneau diviseur (202, 210, 103) au-�dessus dudit
premier produit alimentaire et/ou en position adja-
cente par rapport à celui- �ci afin de définir un premier
compartiment, à déposer un deuxième produit ali-
mentaire sur une surface supérieure du panneau di-
viseur ou en position adjacente audit premier com-
partiment dans un deuxième compartiment, une ou
plusieurs surfaces desdits panneaux comportant
une couche ou un revêtement (30, 32, 49, 116) ac-
tivable par micro- �ondes qui devient chaud en pré-
sence d’un rayonnement à micro-�ondes, l’agence-
ment de la couche activable par micro-�ondes étant
différent dans lesdits au moins deux compartiments,
caractérisé en ce que  fun au moins desdits pan-
neaux diviseurs (202 ; 210; 103) est séparé par rap-
port au carton et comporte au moins un panneau
principal (104 ; 4) et au moins une languette de bord
(106, 10, 12) ou un panneau secondaire lequel est
positionné de façon sensiblement perpendiculaire
par rapport audit panneau principal.
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