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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

JAMES W. CARVER, OF AUBURN, MAINE, ASSIGNOR TO THE -BOSTON
DISPLAY RACK: COMPANY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

SA,M PLE-DISPLAY RACK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 678,356, dated July 16, 1901.
Application filed February 12, 1900, Serial No. 4,887,

To all whom Tt may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES W. CARVER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Au—
burn, in the county of Androscogginand State
of Maine, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in-Sample-Display Racks;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

The present invention relates to folding
packing-racks.

Myimproved folding rack is especially use-
ful to traveling salesmen. It is well known
that much time of traveling salesmen is con-
sumed by the unpacking and repacking of
sample-cases, asthe various samples which he
carries must be placed in the eases in a reg-
ular and predetermined order.

The object of the present invention is to
makeafolding packing-rack tograspand hold
a series of articles, whereby said rack may be
folded, while still retaining the articles for
convenience in packing and unpacking the
same. The articles are held by the racks in
groups, so that a rack may be removed from-
the case containing the same and the group
of articles held thereby shown to a purchaser,
and thereafter the rack, with its groupof ar-
ticles, may be readily and quickly repacked
in the case, thus saving much time heretofore
lost by the salesman in unpacking and re-
packing his samples.

Totheaboveend the presentinvention con-
sists of the improved folding packing-rack,
which is hereinafter described, and partieu-
larly defined by the claims.

The present invention is illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 shows in an isometric view a.fold-
ing packmv -rack embodying the present in-
vention. Fig. 2 shows in isometric view the
rack folded for packing, showing in dotted
lines an article held therein. Fig, 3 shows
the rack in end elevation. TI'ig. 4 shows a
vertical section taken through one of the ar-
ticle-holders, and Fig. 5 is a diagrammatic
view illustrating the tray of atrunk and show-
ing the manner “of packing the articles when
held in my improved folding packing-racks.

(No model.)

In its broadest aspect my 1nvent.10n con-
sists of a folding packing-rack provided with
a series of armele holders pivoted to the frame
of the rack.

My invention also contemplates a folding
packing-rack having a frame, a séries of ar-
ticle-holders pivoted thereto, and an inde-
pendent device for eonnecting the article-
holders together, so that they may all be fold-
ed and unfolded simultaneously.

My invention also contemplates certain de-

tails of construction hereinafter described.
- The illustrated embodiment of the present
invention shows a folding packing-rack for
holding and packing shoes, and the holders
thereon are particularly construected for hold-
ingand packingshoes. Idesireto state, how-
ever, that the present invention, in so far as
its generic features are concerned; is not lim-
ited to arack for packing any specific article,
as it will be understood that by changing the
article-holders as the case may require sald
rack may be adapted for holding and pack-
ing articles of various forms.

In the drawings, a represents the rack as
a whole, which consists of longitudinal paral-
lel supporting-bars ¢’ of an indefinite length,
either of which may be considered as the
frame and the other as the independent con-
necting device, to which are pivotally secured
the article-hiolders ¢? an indefinite number

of. such holders bemor secured to the parallel

bars o'

The article-holders in the 1llustrated em-
bodiment of the presentiinvention are formed
of metal strips, each bent at a?, forming a ver-
tical portion a*and a houzontal portion af,
the vertical portion being pivotally secured
to the parallel strips o' by rivets af, the con-
struction being such thatalongitudinal move-
ment of the bars o in opposite directions will
cause said bars o' to approach each other and
the article-holders to turn down in the posi-
tion as shown in Fig. 2, thus tarning the ar-
ticles down, so that they overlap each obher,
as shown in the diagrammatic view, KFig. 5
for convenience in paJckmtr

When the device is arranged for holding
and packing shoes, the horizontal portions a
of the article-holders have secured at their
forward ends U-shaped, clips of, formed of
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spring metal, secured by rivets a®to the ends
of the horizontal portions a°. The elips o’
are designed to embrace the shank portion of
the shoe, as shown in dotted lines, Fig. 2, and
also in Fig. 5. In order to prevent the lat-
eral displacement of the shoesin the holders,
they are preferably provided with substan-
tially U -shaped clips o', formed of sheet
metal, secured by means of rivets ' to the
vertical part ¢* thereof, designed to embrace
the back of the heel of the shoe, as clearly
shown in dotted lines, Fig. 2, and in Fig. 5.
For the purpose of protecting the shoes from
damage by contact with the metal elips a”and
o’ sald elips are preferably covered with
leather a!! or some other suitable soft cover-
ing, which may be secured to the clips by
stitching or in any other suitable manner.

In order to provide for the reception of the
heel of the shoe in the sample-holders, the
horizontal portions ¢ are preferably bent up-
ward at their forward ends, as shown at a'?,
thus forming a seat or recess a'® for the re-
ception of the heel of the shoe, as clearly
shown in Figs. 2 and 5. In the use of my
improved folding packing-rack the shoes will
be fitted into the holders as shown in dotted
lines in Fig. 2 and in TFig. 5, and when the
parallel bars ¢’ are moved apart, as shown in
IFig. 1 of the drawings, the rack will hold
each shoe upright therein in convenient po-
sition for displaying them, and in such posi-
tion each article may bereadily removed from
its holder for a closer inspection, as desired.
‘When it is desired to repack the articles in
the packing-case, the parrallel bars will be
moved so as to approach each other, thus
turning the holders to the position shown in
Fig. 2, laying the articles down, as clearly
shown in dotted lines in Fig, 2 and in full
lines, Fig. 5, and in this position the rack
will be placed in the trunk or tray T, asshown
in Fig. 5, the racks being reversed, so that
the shoes will nest together, as clearly shown
in this view. .

The rack may be made of any suitable ma-
terial, but preferably of some suitable light
metal, such as aluminium, which I have
found is well adapted for the purpose.

Having described the construction and
mode of operation of my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States—

1. A folding packing-rack for shoes, hav-
ing, in combination, a frame, and a series of
shoe-holders pivoted to said frame, said shoe-
holders comprising a vertical portion pro-
vided with a back part sheet-metal clip and
a horizontal portion provided with a heel-
holding recess, the clips and recesses being
arranged to engage and hold a series of shoes,
substantially as deseribed.

2. A folding packing-rack, having, in com-
bination, a frame, a series of article-holders
pivoted to said frame, having means respec-
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tively for grasping and holding a series of
articles, and an independent rigid connect-
ing device for connecting together the series
of article-holders to compel them to move in
unison, substantially as described.

3. A folding packing-rack for shoes, hav-
ing, in combination, a frame, a series of shoe-
holdershaving means, respectively, for grasp-
ing and holding a series of shoes, said hold-
ersbeing pivoted tothe frame and constructed
to turn down to hold the shoesin position for
packing and to turn up to display the same,
and arigid connecting device for connecting
together the series of shoe-holders to compel
them to move in unison, substantially as de-
scribed.

4. A folding packing-rack for shoes, com-
prising parallel bars, shoe-holders, compris-
ing a horizontal portion and a vertical por-
tion, pivoted to said bars, a spring-clip sup-
ported on the horizontal portion to embrace
the shank of the shoe and a clip inounted on
the vertical portion to embrace the counter
of the shoe, substantially as described.

5. A folding packing-rack for shoes, com-
prising parallel bars, shoe-holders pivotally
supported on said bars, said holders compris-
ing a vertical portion and a horizontal por-
tion, spring-clips carried at the ends of the
horizontal portions to embrace the shank of
the shoe, and said horizontal portions having
a recess to receive the heel of the shoe, sib-
stantially as described.

6. A folding packing-rack, comprising a
support consisting of parallel, relatively mov-
able bars and article-holders, each holder be-
ing pivotally secured to each of said bars and
having means for grasping and holding a se-
ries of articles, substantially as described.

7. A folding packing-rack for shoes, hav-
ing, in combination, a frame, a series of shoe-
holdershaving devices,respectively,forgrasp-
ingand holding the back parts and the shanks
of a series of shoes, said holders being pivoted
to the frame and constructed to turn down to
hold the shoes in position for packing and to
turn up to display the same, and a rigid con-
necting device for connecting together the se-
ries of shoe-holders to compel them to move
in unison, substantially as described.

8. A folding packing-rack for shoes, hav-
ing, in combination, a frame, a series of shoe-
holders, having clips, respectively, for engag-
ing the back parts, and recesses for holding
the heels of a series of shoes, the said holders
being pivoted to the frame and constructed
to turn down to hold the shoes in position for
packing and to turn up to display the same,
substantially as described. )

* In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
JAMES W. CARVER.

Witnesses:

FOREST E. LUDDEN,
W. T. HILDRETH.
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