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URITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

MARTIN BEARMAN, OF NEW YORXK, N. Y.
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979,122,

Specification of Letters Patent.
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Application filed June 22, 1910, Serial No. 568,413,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Marrix Braraax, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of New York, county and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Convertible Cane-Umbrel-
las, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact specification.

This invention relates to a class of arti-
cles of manufacture wherein the usefulness
of a cane and umbrella is provided for in
combination.

The primary object of my invention is to
provide an article of utility consisting of a
cane which may be made in a compact form,
very attractive in appearance and conven-
ient for a person to carry, and which is so
constructed that when occasion arises the
cane may be readily converted into a du-
rable and useful umbrella.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide o plurality of pivotally held ribs and
rib-braces or stays formed so as to be col-
lapsible and which when collapsed in as-
sembled arrangement will form a tubular
body for the cane around the runner-rod,
and to provide means to so connect said
stays upon the runner-rod as to be expansi-
ble in relation thereto.

Still another object of the invention is to
provide a form of cover adapted to be slid
upon the runner rod for retaining the cover
within the tubular body when the device
is used as a cane, and to provide for holding
the cover at one end thereof so that it may
be readily slipped over an end of the rod
and then drawn over the ribs and rib-braces
in converting the device from a cane to an
umbrella.

A further object of the invention is to
provide forms of tips adapted to be fas-
tened to the cover and detachably fitted
upon one end of each of the ribs in forming
the umbrelia, and to provide elastic or flexi-
ble means for holding said tips in an ad-
justed position to facilitate the fitting of
the cover upon the ribs.

Trurthermore, the invention consists of
certain other novel featurves and parts as
represented in the accompanying drawings
forming a part of this specification, in which
similar characters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the views, the said
invention being more fully described here-
mafter and then pointed out in the ap-
pended claims.

In the drawing, Figure 1 is an elevation
of one form of my invention showing the
parts when in position to form an umbrella
and also showing in dotted lines the position
of the ribs when expanded. Tig. 2 is a side
view of one of the tips. TFig. 8 is a view
showing the arrangement of the tips held
to a flexible adjusting means. Tig. 4 illus-
trates one of the tips fastened to the cover
and fitted upon the end of one of the ribs.
Fig. 5 is a fragmentary plan of part of the
cover. Ifig. 6 is a section, partly in eleva-
tion, of an end portion of the runner -rod
and cap of the cane showing the position
of the ribs and cover when held in said cap.
Fig. 7 is an elevation, centrally broken
away, showing the device when formed into
a cane. Tig. § is a cross-section taken on the
line IT—IT of Fig. 7. Fig. 9 is a frag-
mentary plan view, of one of the ribs and
stays, showing the form and arrangement
of the same, and Fig. 10 is a fragmentary
side view showing a rib to which is pivotally
held a stay.

Upon one end of the staff or runner-rod

10 is held a handle, as at 11, which may be -

of any desired shape and of an ornamental
or plain design. Rigidly held on the oppo-
site end of the staff 10 1s a cap 12 one end
of which is closed by a ferrule 13 of any
suitable form and material.

Arranged so as to be slidable upon the
staff 10 is provided a runner or sleeve 14
having an annular head 15, and to said head
is pivoted, as at 16, in peripheral arrange-
ment a plurality of stays or rib-braces 17.
The opposite ends of the stays 17 are pivot-
ally held, as at 18, to the ribs 19 substan-
tially centrally thereof. As shown in Fig.
9, each of the ribs 19 has one end tapered
and a curved opposite end and each rib is
cut-away for a large part of its length ap-
proximately midway of the width thereof
s0 as to provide an arm 20 and a body por-
tion 21 having a shoulder, as 22, for the
pivoted ends of the stap 17 to rest against.
Each of the stays 17 is formed the same in
width as the arm 20 of the rib 19 so that
when said stays and ribs are moved in as-

-sembled arrangement to form the cane a

tubular-shaped body 23 is provided. One
end of each of the ribs 19 is tapered, as at
24, and the opposite ends of said ribs are
outwardly curved, as at 25, so as to readily
enter the cap 12 and rest snugly against
the rod 10 in the cap 12. By this arrange-
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went as indicated in Fig. 6, it is clear that !
the peripheral edge of the wall at the open

end of said cap will serve to properly hold

the ribs in position when the umbrella 1s |

open for use.

“The umbrella cover 26 1s preferably of
the usual form and may be made of durable
woven thin silk or other material adapted
to be held arcund the vod 10 and in a
limited avea of space, as indicated in Fig. 8,
when the device is used as a cane. In the
center of the cover 26 is an opening 27 pro-
vided with a ving, as 28, of any suitable
material which may serve as a means to re-
tain the cover closely fitted upon the curved
ends 25 of the ribs 19.

When it is desired to convert the device
from a cane to an nmbrella the stays 17 and
ribs 19 are expanded, as shown i dotted
lines 29, Fig. 1. The cover 26 is then
slipped over the rod 10 from the handle 11
in'the direction of and over the cap 12. The

curved ends 25 of the ribs 19 are grouped.

and passed into the open end of said cap 12
after which the cover 26 is drawn over the
ribs 19 and stays 17.

As a means to detachably connect the
cover 26 to the tapered end 24 of the ribs

19 I employ tips 30. Kach of the tips 30
has a tapered tubular body 31, a ball-shaped
end 82 and upon the outer surface of the
body 31 is formed a groove or mnotch 33.
Upon the open end of the body 31 is pro-
vided a plate 34 having openings 35 there-
through whereby each of the tips 30 is fas-
tened to the cover 26 with stitches or other
suitable means. Obviously the number of
tips 80 used in conjunction with the cover
96 must correspond to the number of ribs
19, and when the cover is slid over the ribs
19 and stays 18, each tip 30 is fitted upon
the tapered end 24 of the corresponding rib
19, as illustrated in Fig. 4.

Serving as o means to hold the tips 30 in
proper arrangement to be readily and con-
veniently adjusted upon the tapered ends
o4 of the ribs 19 the body 31 of one of said
tips is provided with an eye 36 through
which is passed a cord 37 of flexible or
elastic material which is adapted to be di-
rected around and engage the grooves or
notches 33 of the remainder of the tips 30
upon the cover 206,

When it is desired to use the device as a
cane the various parts of the device are ad-
justed in their relative positions. the curved
ends 25 of the vibs 19 belng seated i the cap
12 and to hold the tapered ends 24 against
displacement a slide 38 is arranged upon
the handle 11. By moving the slide 38 to-
ward the rod 10 the tapered ends 24 of the
ribs 19 will be capped thereby and to re-
leage said tapered ends from this engage-
ment the slide 38 is moved in an opposite
direction upon the handle 11.
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1t is understood that changes may be made
in the forms and proportions of the various
parts of my convertible cane-umbrella and
that any number of stays and ribs which I
desire may be used therein without depart-
ing from the spirit and scope of the inven-
tion, therefore T do not wish to be limited
to the particular form of device as herein
illustrated and set forth.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desive to secure by Let-
ters Patent:

1. ITn a convertible cane-umbrella, the
combination of a ronner-rod having a handle
connected upon one end thereof; a cap held
upon the opposite end of the runner-rod; a
plurality of ribs each having one end curved
and a tapered opposite end, both ends of
which are disconnected from the runner-rod;
a stay pivotally held to each of the ribs;
means to pivotally hold the stays slidably
upon the romunner-rod; a detachable cover
having a central opening provided with a
ring to hold the cover around the runner-
rod within the cap; and a number of tips
corresponding to the number of ribs, each
of said tips having an apertured plate where-
by the tip may be fastened to the cover and
each having a tubular body for reception of
the tapered end of each rib.

2. A cane in a device of the character de-
scribed, the- combination of a runner-rod
having a handle connected upon one end
thereof; a sleeve slidably held upon the
runner-rod and having a head; a plurality
of ribs cach having a cutaway part forming
an arm and a body portion of twice the
width of the arm; an equal number of stays,
each of the same width as the arm of each
rib and having one end pivotally held to
the arm; means to pivotally hold the op-
posite end of each of the stays to the head
of said sleeve; a curved part formed upon
the end of each rib; a cap to hold said curved
parts and held upon the runner-rod at the
end opposite to said handle; and means pro-
vided upon the handle to hold the opposite
ends of the ribs when in assembled arrange-
ment avound the rod.

3. In a convertible cane-umbrella, the
combination with a runner-rod and a sleeve
slidably held thereon and having a head; of
vibs, each having one end curved and a
tapered opposite end, both ends of which
are disconnected from the runner-rod, a cut-
away part forming an arm and a body por-
tion of twice the width of the arm so as to
form a shoulder thercon; an equal number
of stays, each of the same width as the arm
of each rib and having one end pivotally
held to the arm and the opposite end piv-
otally held to the head of said sleeve.

4. In a convertible eane-umbrella, the
combination of a rumner-rod having a handle
connected upon one end thereof; a cap held
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upon the opposite end of the runner-rod; a
sleeve slidably held upon the runner-rod
and having a head; a plurality of ribs hav-
Ing an arm with a tapered end and a body
portion with a curved end and a shoulder; a
stay of the same width as the arm of each
rib and having one end thereof pivotally
held to the arm so that the end of the stay
will rest against said shoulder; means to
pivotally hold the opposite ends of the stay
in an annular arrangement to the head of
the slidable sleeve; a cover having a central
opening provided with a ring to hold the
cover around the runner-rod within said
cap; a number of tips corresponding to the

number of ribs, each of said tips having an
apertured plate whereby the tips may be
fastened to the cover, and each having a tu-
bular body for reception of the tapered end
of the arms of the ribs; and flexible means
engaging each of the tips to hold said tips
in an adjusted position, for the purpose set
forth.

This specification signed and witnessed
this eighteenth day of June A. D. 1910.

MARTIN BEARMAN.

Witnesses:
Rosr. B. Assort,
F. L. Ty~paLL.
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