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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, DANIEL J. GOLDEN, of

Randolph, in the county of Norfolk and State

of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Sporting-Shoes,
of whieh the following is a specification.

This invention has for its object to provide
a shoe principally for the use of sprinters,
said shoe having a flexible upper and a bot-
tom which is practically stiff and rigid at the
fore part, so that it may securely hold spurs
or spikes in position, and is relatively limp
and flexible at its rear part, so that while the
shoe is securely attached to the foot its heel
portion is adapted to conform readily to all
the movements of the corresponding portion
of the sprinter’s foot.

Theinvention consists in the improvements
which I will now proceed to describe and
claim. . :

Of the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 represents
a perspective view of the upper of my im-
proved shoe as originally formed and before
itislasted. Fig. 2 shows thesaid upper lasted
upon an inner sole. Fig. 3 is a view similar
to Fig. 2, showing a welt attached to the up-
per and inner sole. F¥ig. 4 is a view similar
to F'ig.8, showing a spiked outer sole attached
to the welt and also attached at its rear end
to the upper and inner sole, this figure rep-
resenting the completed shoe. Fig. 5 repre-
sents a side elevation of the completed shoe,
showing in dotted lines the flexibility of its
rear portion. :

The same reference characters indicate the
same parts in all the figures.

In carrying out my invention I first form
the upper a, as indicated in Fig. 1, the upper
being preferably made of one piece of leather
or other suitable flexible material. The form
of the upper is such that when its edges 2 2
are brought together and connected by stitch-
ing or otherwise the parts of the upper adja-
cent to said edges form a flexible rear bottom

_ portion which is integral with the upper and
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includes the shank and heel portions of the
bottom, the said edges 2 2 and the attaching
means constituting a seam b, which extends
along the median line of the said flexible bot-
tom portion and upwardly to the top of the rear
end of the upper, as indicated in Fig. 1. The

fore part of the upper has the edge portion 3,
the ends 4 4 of which are formed by cutting
slits, which slits also form parts of the for-
ward ends of the flexible bottom portion above
described. The upper thus formed is placed
upon a last upon which a short inner sole ¢
has been previously placed. The edge por-
tion 3 is then turned inwardly upon the inner
sole and temporarily secured thereto by last-
ing-tacks or otherwise. A welt d is then se-
cured to the edge portion 3 of the upper and
tothecorresponding portion of the inner sole,
as indicated in Fig. 3. A short outer sole eis
then stitched, or otherwise attached to the
welt, its'rear end being also attached to the
forward end of the flexible bottom portion
above described and to the rear end of the
inner sole by suitable means, such as nails
g, or, if desired, by stitches. It will be ob-
served thatthe shortouter and inner soles or
sole portions ¢ and e extend from the toe por-
tion to the forward end of the shank portion,
or, in other words, to the forward end of the
flexible bottom portion above described. The
outer sole ¢ is provided with a series of spikes
or spurs h, which are inserted in the outer
sole before the latter is attached, said spurs
preferably having broad flat heads &’ to rest
upon the inner surface of the outer sole, as
indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 5. The up-
per is preferably provided with the usual
front or instep opening < and with eyeleted
holes j at opposite sides of said opening to re-
ceive a lacing.

It will be seen that the bottom of the shoe
above described, which includes a stiff and
rigid tread-surface, is of relatively stiff and
rigid construction at its fore part and is rela-
tively limp and flexible at its rear part, so
that while the fore part securely holds the
spurs and forms a substantial base or sup-
-port for the sprinter’s foot the rear part is
free to rise and fall with the movements of
the corresponding portions of the foot, as in-
dicated by full and dotted lines in Fig. 5.
The fore part of the bottom maybe addition-
ally stiffened by means of a metallic plate in-
terposed between the outer and inner soles.

While I have shown and described the fore
partof the shoe as constructed after the man-
ner of an ordinary welted shoe, I do not limit
myself to this eonstruction, as I may employ
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the upper formed as described with a rela-
tively limp and flexible bottom portion inte-
gral with the upperin connection with a rel-
atively stiff and rigid fore-part bottom of any
other suitable construction.

I claim— '

1. A shoe comprising a flexible upper, and
a bottom having a stiff and rigid fore part
composed of short outer and inner soles
united to each other and to the upper, the
outer sole having a stiff and rigid tread-sur-
face, and a limp and flexible rear part, said
rear part being composed of inwardly-turned
portions of the upper exposed to form the
tread-surface. '

2. A shoe comprising a flexible upper hav-
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ing edge portions 2 2 united to form a flexi-
ble rear bottom portion, said upper having
also an inwardly-turned edge portion 3 and a
relatively stiff fore-part bottom portion com-
posed of the edge 3, an inner sole and a welt
coextensive with the said edge portion 2 and
united to the edge 3, and an outer sole coex-
tensive with the said welt andinner sole and
united to the well and to the forward end of
the flexible bottom portion.
In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.
DANIEL J. GOLDEN.
Witnesses: :
J. B. HAYWARD,
JoEN J. GOLDEN.
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