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This invention relates to surgery and more par 
ticularly to an instrument adapted for piercing 
the lobe of an ear in order that earrings of the 
type, which pass through the ear lobes may be 
Wol. 

Earrings have been worn for ornamentation 
since early times and various means have been 
provided for piercing the lobes to accommodate 
the earrings. The most usual practice has been 
to force a needle or the like through the ear, a 
local anesthetic Sometimes being used to reduce 
the pain accompanying the procedure. In some 
cases as soon as the lobe has been pierced the 
earring is positioned, and in others a Wire or 
piece of thread has been left in the opening in 
order to prevent the openings being closed dur 
ing the healing of the Wound. Various disad 
vantages have accompanied this procedure, in 
cluding the pain of the operation and frequent 
infection. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present in 
wention to provide an apparatus and method for 
Safely piercing the lobe of an ear With a mini 
mum of pain and in which means is provided for 
substantially eliminating the possibility of in 
fection and which is adapted for expeditious ac 
complishment. 
A further object of the invention is the provi 

Sion of Simple inexpensive apparatus adapted for 
use by a physician in conjunction. With other con 
ventional implements for safely and efficiently 
piercing an ear lobe, 

Further objects and advantages of the inven 
tion will be apparent from the following descrip 
tion taken in conjunction. With the accompany 
ing drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a device constructed 
in accordance With the present invention and 
illustrating its position for use With a conven 
tional Syringe; 

Fig. 2 an exploded view partly in section of 
the end of the device; 

Fig. 3, a section showing the hollow shaft and 
its end fasteners; 

Fig. 4, a view partly in section illustrating the 
application of the device to an ear lobe; 

Fig. 5, a view partly in section showing the de 
vice in position prior to the withdrawal of the 
Syringe; and, 

Fig. 6, a view similar to Fig. 5 showing the end 
cap in place. 

Referring to the drawings, a conventional hy 
podermic syringe 0 is shown of the kind Com 
monly used by physicians having a plunger 
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2 . 
and a point 2 with an aperture 3 through which 
the fluid contained within the syringe may flow, 

For piercing an ear lobe a hollow needle 4 is 
provided having a point 5 with an opening 6 
and a body 7 with internal threads 8. The 
needle 4 is adapted to receive a cylinder 9 hav 
ing external threads 20 adapted to mate with the 
threads 8 on the needle. A plurality of spaced 
apertures 2 are in the body of the shaft which 
has a flanged end portion 22 having a plurality 
of surfaces 23 providing a handle of a configura 
tion adapted to be grasped for rotating the shaft 
relative to the needle. 
An end cap 24 for the shaft 9 has a cylindrical 

body portion 25 with internal threads 2-6 adapted 
to receive the threaded end of the shaft 9, a 
flange and end closure 27 being formed at one end 
of the member and having knurled Surfaces 28 
or the like to facilitate rotation and removal of 
the member. 

It is understood that although threaded en 
gagement between the shaft and the aSSociated 
needle and cap is a preferred construction, obvi 
iously other means for the engagement of the 
parts is Within the Scope of the invention. 
An end plug or closure member 29 having a 

tapered body 30 and a flanged gripping portion 
3 is adapted to be received in the end of the 
shaft 9 adjacent its fiange 22 for sealing that 
end of the shaft. The plug 29 may be of resilient 
material such as rubber or plastic, or may be of 
various other materials which may be easily in 
serted into the bore of the shaft to Seal the end 
of the same and which may be readily removed. 

In the use of the device and referring particu 
larly to Figs. 1, 2, and 4, shaft 9 is engaged with 
the hollow needle 4 and the end 2 of a Syringe 
containing procaine or other suitable local anes 
thetic is inserted into the shaft. The point 5 
of the hollow needle is then pressed into the ear 
lobe at the position for the earring opening a 
sufficient amount to permit the procaine to anes 
thetize the nerves in that locality. The procaine 
is then injected into the earlobe, following which 
the Syringe is removed and the needle 4 is 
pushed through the lobe. 

After the needle is pushed through the lobe it 
may be unscrewed from the shaft 20 and removed 
leaving the shaft in the lobe. The cap 24 is then 
fastened onto the end of the shaft projecting 
from the lobe and an infection preventing Solu 
tion such as penicillin or the like is then injected 
into the shaft 9 as illustrated in Fig. 5. The 
solution in the shaft is then free to pass out of 



3 
the openings 2 in the shaft into the tissues sur 
rounding in order to prevent infection. 
As soon as the syringe for injecting the peni 

cillin in the shaft is removed the plug 29 is posi 
tioned in the shaft in order to retain the Solution 
therein, as illustrated in Fig. 6. From time to 
time the plug may be removed and additional 
infection preventing solution injected. After 
the wound has healed the shaft may be removed 
from the ear and an earring inserted. . 

It is apparent that the present invention con 
templates the provision of a needle for inserting 
a local anesthetic into the ear lobe and for pierc 
ing the lobe and including a detachable shaft 
With means for retaining it in position in the 
lobe, the shaft being hollow and apertured to 
conduct infection preventing solution to sur 
rounding tissues. 

It will be obvious to those skilled in the art 
that various changes may be made in the inven 
tion without departing from the spirit and scope 
thereof and therefore the invention is not limited 
by that which is shown in the drawings and de 
scribed in the specification but only as indicated 
in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An ear lobe piercing instrument comprising 

a hollow needle having a point at one end with 
an opening therethrough and being open at the 
other end, a hollow shaft open at both ends re 
movably positioned within said hollow needle 
and projecting outwardly from the other end of 
Said needle, said hollow shaft being formed with 
'openings extending transversely therethrough 
and a syringe having its discharge nozzle posi 
tioned in the projecting end of Said shaft for 
feeding a fluid to the hollow needle and through 
the point opening into the ear, said hollow needle 
being removable from said shaft after insertion 
into an ear leaving said shaft in the pierced ear, 
said shaft being adapted to be closed at both ends 
for retaining a medication therein. 

2. A surgical device comprising a tubular needle 
pointed at one end and open at the other, a tubu 
lar shaft having openings extending through the 
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4. 
wall thereof and being open at one end removably 
positioned in Said tubular needle with said one 
end projecting outwardly of the other end of said 
needle, and a flange projecting transversely from 
said one end of Said shaft to provide a manipulat 
ing handle therefor, Said needle being adapted 
to penetrate an ear lobe and be removed from 
the lobe leaving the shaft in the penetration and 
said shaft being adapted to receive a medication 
for supplying the medication to the walls of the penetration. 

3. A Surgical device comprising a tubular 
needle pointed at one end and open at the other, 
a tubular shaft having openings extending 
through the Wall thereof and being open at one 
end removably positioned in said tubular needle 
with said one end projecting outwardly of the 
other end of said needle, said needle being 
adapted to penetrate an ear lobe and be removed 
from the lobe leaving the shaft in the penetration 
and said shaft being adapted to receive a medica 
tion for Supplying the medication to the walls of 
the penetration, 

4. A surgical device comprising a tubular needle 
having a point at one end with an opening there 
through and being Open at the other end, a tubu 
lar shaft having openings extending through the 
wall thereof and being open at one end removably 
positioned in Said tubular needle with said one 
end projecting outwardly of the other end of said 
needle, said needle being adapted to penetrate 
an ear lobe and be removed from the lobe leaving 
the shaft in the penetration and said shaft being 
adapted to receive a medication for supplying the 
medication to the Walls of the penetration. 
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