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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE

JAMES M. THORPE, OF SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALT
TO JOSEPH A. BELLOLI, OF SAME PLACE.

CUSHION-PROTECTOR FOR BOTTLES.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 255,900, dated April 4, 1882,
i ’ Application filed December 3, 1881. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES M. THORPE, of
San José, eounty of Santa Clara, State of Cali-
fornia, have invented a Cushion-Protector for
Bottles and Jars; and I hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact description
thereof.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a bottle show-
ing my invention. - Fig. 2 is a vertical section
through bottles packed. Fig. 3 illustrates a
modifica‘ion.

My invention relates to bottle-protectors,
and especially that class wherein the bottle or
vessel is surrounded by a rubber band or cord
resting in a groove. Heretofore in this elass
of protectors like bottles have been made with
the groove for containing the rubber cushion
in the same relative position. By this con-
struction, when the bottles are packed the pack-
ing-1ings of contiguons bottles abut against
each other, and the two bottles would be sepa-
rated by the projecting portions of two pack-
ing-rings, thus oceupying muech more space
than is necessary.

The object of my invention is to overcome
this objection; and it consists in a bottle pro-
vided with a series of grooves or holding de-
vices near its upper end and a series of the
same near its lower end, in combination with
adjustable elastic packing-rings, whereby T am
enabled to readily place the packing-rings on
contiguous bottles at varying elevations, so
they will not abut against each other.

In order that those skilled in the art may
make and use my invention, T will procced to

describe the manner in which I have carried
it out.

In the said drawings, A is a friable bottle
or other vessel provided near its upper end
with a series of grooves, a @, and near its lower
end with a series of grooves, o/ /. A cylin-
drical rubber ring, b, is passed over the bottle
and sprung into one of the grooves a, and a
like rubber or other elastic ring, ¥/, placed in
one of the grooves a/. The series of grooves
or depressions enables me to readily change
the elastie rings on countiguous bottles at dif-

ting against each other, and much economy of
space in packing is the result.

TFig. 3 shows a modification of my inven-
tion wherein a series of ribs, ¢, are formed and
covered by a rubber band, d.

I am aware that heretofore an elastic ring
has been inserted in a groove around the ex-
terior of a friable Lottle or other vessel as a
protector, and hence I make no broad claim
thereto; but,

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to sccure by Letters
Patent, is—

A friable vessel provided with two sets or
series of grooves, @ a/, in combination with ad-
{ justableelasticringsbl/, fitting in said grooves,
as and for the purpose set forth.

1n witness whereof I hereunto sét my hand.

- JAMES MORETON THORPE.

Witnesses:

A. SCHWERB,
J. . HALL.
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