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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
MAURICE M. KASANOF, OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 

STGN. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, MAURICE. M. KASANOF, 

a Subject of the Czar of Russia, and a resi 
dent of New York, county and State of New 
York, have invented certain new and useful 
Implovements in Signs, of which the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact descrip tion. 
This invention relates more particularly 

to advertising signs and method of making 
the same in which the letters or symbols are 
impressed on a thin sheet of metal, and a 
transparent body placed over the metal, and 
So made that the letters or symbols on the 
metallic body may be readily seen. 
The primary object of the invention is to 

provide a simple method and means where 
by a metal body upon which letters may be 
impressed, embossed or otherwise made, and 
a transparent body, as celluloid, so held over 
one face of the metallic body that the said 
celluloid will not buckle, Wrinkle or other 
wise become detached from the body and 
will serve as a means whereby the letters, 
Symbols or characters may be seen there through. 

Another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a sign which may be readily made, and 
which will be very attractive in appearance. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a simple and efficient sign which 
may be made of various shapes and sizes and 
used for various kinds of advertising. 

I am aware that it is not new to provide a 
sign in which a metallic body has letters or 
characters formed thereon by depressing the 
same, and to cover the metallic body with a 
glass plate to protect the same. The glass 
plate is usually provided with an opaque 
ground work or surface except at the places 
where the letters are to be exposed, and gen 
erally such ground work corresponds to the 
form of letters, characters or the like on the 
metallic body; but my invention differs es 
sentially from this class of invention in that 
amóng other things instead of the glass, i. 
provide a flexible transparent facing mem 
ber, as celluloid, and a metallic backing 
member which is so made and the celluloid 
covering or facing so united thereto that the 
celluloid will be properly held and stretched 
so that the same will not become buckled or 
Wrinkled as would be the case if such means 
were not provided, the said celluloid facing 
being provided with a ground or coated sur 
face to expose only that part of the inner or 
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sign member which contains the character or 
characters to be seen. The sign when made 
as will be hereinafter described will be much 
more attractive and much lighter and better 
than a sign having simply a thin metallic 
body with the glass plate, and the body hav 
ing the characters depressed, embossed or 
otherwise formed thereon, will be better pro 
tected and will be inclosed between the 
transparent facing and the metallic backing, 
and said backing may be made to form a 
substantial and rigid marginal Wall orframe 
for the sign when completed. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation, 
partly broken away, showing the several 
elements of one form of sign before the parts 
have been bent so as to hold the parts to 
gether. Fig. 2 shows the backing member 
folded over to receive the edge of the trans 
parent member. Fig. 3 is an enlarged trans 
verse section taken on a line III-III of 
Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is an enlarged transverse 
section of the sign shown in Fig. 2. Fig. 5 
is an enlarged section showing the second 
fold of the backing member to hold the 
transparent facing. Fig.6 shows the third 
fold to better lock and stretch the trans 
parent facing member to hold the backing 
and facing members together. Fig. 7 shows 
the fourth bend whereby the stretching of 
the facing member is completed and the 
backing member made to form a marginal 
wall or frame for the sign; and Fig. 8 is a 
fragmentary rear elevation of the sign completed. 
The characters, whether letters, symbols, representations, and whether printed, em 

bossed, sunk or otherwise made are pro 
duced on a thin metallic member 10 which 
is of any suitable form or size according to 
the sign to be made, and which may be 
made of very thin brass to adapt the same 
to be easily worked, the characters thereon 
being usually depressed or sunk in the body 
thereof, and gilded on one side when fin 
ished. As shown, the metal body or mem 
ber 10 is rectangular, and over said body is 
adapted to be placed a celluloid or similar 
flexible transparent or translucent member 
11 forming a facing to cover the outer por 
tion of the sign and to protect the member 
10. This facing member is usually provided 
with a more or less opaque coating or 
ground 13 which entirely covers the sur 
face of the celluloid on one side thereof, ex 
cept at that portion where the characters on 
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said latter member, and at the rear of the 

the edges of the celluloid facing member, 

the member 10 are to be exposed, and the 
uncoated portions or transparent parts of 
the facing member are ordinarily made to 
correspond with the shape and nature of the 
characters to be represented. The facing 
member is substantially the same shape as 
the member 10 but somewhat larger than 
member 10 is a backing member 14 of sub 
stantially the same shape as the other mem 
bers, but larger than either the member 10 
or the facing member 11. 
The backing member 14 as well as the 

facing member 11 are important features of 
the invention, and each of said members 
may be cut away at their corners, as at 15, 
to permit the same to be folded along the 
edges, and in making the sign, the backing 
member may be folded over upon itself as 
shown in Fig. 4 along its edges to provide a 
space into which the edges of the facing 
member may be forced. The backing mem 
ber 14 may be of tin, iron or other material, 
stantial sign when completed, and after be 
ing folded over, as at 16, in Fig. 4, to receive 
both the facing member and the backing 
member are then folded or bent along the 
edges to the position shown in Fig. 5. The 
edges of the sign, as folded in Fig. 5, are 
then forced upon the body 17 of the backing 
member as shown in Fig. 6, so as to posi 
tively lock and hold the celluloid facing 
member to the backing member and serve 
to stretch the same neatly and positively 
across the face of the member 10 containing 
the characters, and after the edges have been 
folded over as shown in Fig. 6, they are 
again folded at right angles to the body of 
the backing member to further interlock the 
facing and backing members together, and 
to properly stretch the facing member and 
provide a marginal wall or frame for the 
sign, which serves to hold the same in its 
proper shape, and to provide a substantial 
body therefor when the sign is completed 
having the parallel layers of metal as at 14, 
14, 14, in Fig. 7. 

It will be seen in the drawings that the 

976,576 

corners are so cut as to provide an unfin 
ished edge, but it will be readily understood 
that one of the sides may be wider at the 
edges than others so that the sign when com 
pleted will present an even, finished edge, 
and that the means for folding and inter 
locking the backing member on the facing 
member may be changed without departing 
from the nature of the invention. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that a 

simple and efficient method and sign is pro 
vided whereby a thin metallic body having 
characters thereon may be properly pro 
tected, and the body thus made is ?????????????? 
between a facing and a backing which are 
interlocked at their edges and so held that 
the transparent facing member may be prop 
erly stretched and forced over the inner 
member; that said sign when completed pro 
vides an attractive and effective means for 
advertising purposes, and that by forming 
the sign in the manner set forth a rigid and 
substantial frame is provided for the inner 
member. - 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent:- 
A sign comprising a metallic backing, a 

flexible transparent facing of smaller size 
than the backing, a sign member relatively 
Smaller than the facing, interposed between 
said backing and facing, the edges of said 
backing overlapping the edges of the facing, 
and the edges of both the backing and fac 
ing being interlocked and extended rear 
Ward at substantially right angles to the 
body of the sign to provide a rearwardly 
projecting frame therefor consisting of a 
plurality of parallel layers of metal, where 
by the facing member is stretched taut and 
the sign member positively retained in posi 
tion between said backing and facing, but 
Separate therefrom. 
This specification signed and witnessed 

this 24' day of February A. D. 1909. 
MAURICE M. KASANOF. 

Witnesses: 
M. F. KEATING, 
C. BARTELS. 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 


