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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, GEORGEK. WEBSTER, 

of Attleborough, in the county of Bristol and 
State of Massachusetts, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Buttons; and I 
do hereby declare that the following is a full; 
clear, and exact description of the same. 
Myinvention relates to buttons (for collars and 

cuffs) and studs of the classin which the essen 
tial feature is a hinged or pivoted shoe, adapted 
to turn to a position parallel to or in line with 
the post or shank to enable the shoe to be 
passed edgewise through the button-hole. In 
forming these buttons it is usually customary 
to attach to the face-plate or head of the but 
ton a shank or post having integral pivots or 
a T-shaped lower end adapted to work in bear 
ings formed by depressions in a plate attached 
rigidly to the shoe of the button, such depres 
sions extending at right angles to the central 
slot in the plate. 
My invention consists in combining with the 

head or face-plate of a button a rigidly-at 
tached post, having bearing-sockets near its 
lower end on opposite sides, and a shoe com 
posed of a bottom plate, a spring, and a top 
plate, having integrally -formed pivots or jour 
nals adapted to the bearings in the post, where 
by the shoe may be turned in either direction 
to a position parallel with the post. 

In the drawlings, Figure 1 is a section show 
ing the face-plate in side elevatio). Fig. 2 is 
a separate view of the post. Fig. 3 is a top 
view of the top plate of the shoe. 
The face-plate A may be made of any suita 

ble material-such as gold, silver, or base 
metal-and may be used as a setting for ally 
kind of stone or ornamental design. 

Rigidly attached to it, by soldiering or oth 
erwise, is the post B, formed of a single piece 
of metal, and preferably of rectangular cross 
section. Near the lower end of the post, on 
the opposite edges or sides thereof, are bear 
ing-sockets 11, placed exactly opposite each 
other, and of sufficient depth to receive and 
retain the pivots, hereinafter described. 
C represents the shoe. It is composed of a 

slotted top plate, 2, a bottom or cap plate, 3, 
and an intermediate spring, 4. The plate 2 
has a slot extending across it of sufficient 
width to admit the flat spring 4. The plate 2 
is stamped or cut out with integral pivots 55 
on opposite edges of the slot, which enter the 
Sockets in the post. 

The completed shoe is formed by crimping 
the edge of the cap-plate down over the edge 

55 

of the top plate and spring, the parts thereby 
being firmly united. When so united the lower 
end of the post bears on the spring, and may 
be turned in either direction to a position par 
allel to the post and held by spring 4. 

It will be observed that in constructing the 
several parts of my button, a saving of mate 
rial is effected over the ordinary method ofform 
ing the pivots on the post. The post being com 
posed of comparatively thick material, the waste 
necessary in stamping. the projecting pivots 
forms an appreciable article of loss. When 
the post is plain and the pivots are formed on 
the shoe, however, no extra waste is caused, 
since the posts have no projections, and such 
pivots on the plate are composed of tietal 
that would by the old method be removed. 
There is, hence, a considerable saving of ma 
terial in stamping the posts, and a less but 
still appreciable saving in fortning the plate. 

i am awai e that a shank or post of a button 
has been provided with a slot adapted to en 
gage with a tongue formed in the fate-plate of 
the shoe whereby the shoe may be turned at 
right angles to its normal position; and I am 
aware that raised bearings have beet forted 
in the face-plate, and that a post having an 
enlarget heat and tra ti sverse perforations has 
been journaled in said bearings by independ 
ent pins passing through be. rigs in the post, 
and I do not claim eitlier of the devices uen 
tioned. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claiti) is 
1. A button composed of a head, a post hav 

ing oppositely-placed sockets, and a shoe, the 
inlier plate of which is slotted and provided 
with oppositely-placed integral pivots adapted 
to the said sockets, for the purpose set forth. 

2. The described buttou, consisting of a face 
plate, a post having sockets 11, and a shoe 
composed of a cap-plate and a top plate, 2, 
having integral pivots projecting from oppo 
site sides of a slot therein adapted to the sock 
ets in the post, and a spring, 4, substantially 
as set forth. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

Witnesses: G. K. WEBSTER, 
J. E. POND, Jr., 
E. F. BARROUL. 
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