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To all whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, RoBERT MAXIMILLIAN 

HAHN, a citizen of the United States, re 
siding at London, England, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Fastening Devices for Corsets and other 
Like Garments, of which the following is 
a specification. 
This invention relates to fastening de 

vices for corsets and other like garments, of 
the kind which may be fastened, and un 
fastened without compressing the body of 
the wearer when it is desired to disengage 
the parts thereof; and has for its object the 
improvements hereinafter set forth. 

Devices of the kind referred to, as hereto 
fore constructed comprise busks, one of 
which is provided with sockets at or near its 
opposite extremities, while the ends of the 
fellow busk are free or exposed, and of such 
form that they may be inserted one after 
the other into the aforesaid sockets by 
springing the said busk. In order to keep 
the aforesaid parts in engagement it is 
necessary that means should be employed to 
prevent relative longitudinal movement of 
the busks, and also to prevent their being 
sprung apart by the tension which is put 
upon the garment while it is being worn. 
In one case it was proposed to provide one 
of the busks at its center with a stud to en 
gage a hole in the other busk but this device 
failed to serve its purpose owing to the lat 
ter busk being pulled off the said stud when 
the strain of the corset was put upon the 
fastening device. In another case one of 
the busks was provided with a turn-button 
adapted to enter a longitudinal slot in the 
other busk which was retained in position 
by turning the button transversely. This 
device, however, did not prevent the relative 
longitudinal movement of the busks and 
was apt to be accidentally turned into a po 
sition which permitted the busks to be 
Sprung apart. 

Fastening devices of the kind referred to 
have for the reasons above stated lacked 
utility on account of their liability to come 
undone, and the object of the present im 
provements is to overcome this defect. To 
this end I employ a latch hinged to one of 
the busks, said latch having a hole or open 
ing therein and being adapted to engage a 
stud carried by the other busk, such engage 
ment being retained by the outer clothes of 
the wearer. As a further precaution the 

aforesaid stud is provided with a notch at 
the side remote from the adjacent busk so 
that the latch may be retained in the closed 
position after it has been brought into en 
gagement there with. This notch is pro 
vided with a flat side which resists the acci 
dental unfastening of the latch. 
According to a modified construction ad 

ditional sockets or equivalent parts may be 
provided between the terminal sockets and 
the latch hereinbefore referred to and the 
fellow busk may be provided at correspond 
ing parts with tongues adapted to engage the 
said intermediate sockets, the whole being 
retained in engagement by means of a latch 
of the character hereinbefore referred to. 
In this case, a long and a short busk may be 
employed together on one side so that the 
exposed ends of each will constitute the 
aforesaid tongues. 

In Some cases the aforesaid sockets, or 
equivalent parts, instead of being situated 
on the flat side of the busk, may be located 
at or near the edges thereof, so that the 
busks, when the corset is fastened, are side 
by side instead of over-lapping. It will be 
understood that with the latter construction 
the sockets are so placed that when the 
corset is fastened no space is left between 
the busks. 
In use, the lower end of the exposed busk 

will be first inserted into the adjacent socket, 
when the said busk will be slightly buckled 
to enable its opposite end to be inserted into 
its coöperating socket, the busk will then be 
straightened and the latch folded over, so 
as to engage the stud with which the afore 
said busk is provided, by which means the 
parts are maintained in their proper posi 
tions. 
I will now proceed to more particularly 

describe my invention with the aid of the 
accompanying drawings in which 

Figure 1 is a rear side view of the left 
hand part of the corset, showing part of my 
improved fastening device. Fig. 2 is a 
front view of the right hand part of the cor 
set, showing the other part of the improved 
fastening device. Fig. 3 is a transverse sec 
tion through the two parts of the improved 
fastening device when they are in engage 
ment. Fig. 4 is a front view of two corset 
busks illustrating another form of my im 
proved fastening device, and Fig. 5 is an 
edge view thereof. 
According to the construction illustrated 
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by Figs. 1 to 3, the right hand buska is pro 
vided with sockets b at its upper and lower 
extremities and has a hinged latch d at about 
its center. The left hand busk d is attached 
by any well known means to the corset, in 
the way illustrated by Fig. 1, so that the 
ends e thereof are free to be inserted 
through the slots f into the sockets bat 
tached to the right hand busk. 
adapted to enter a slot h in the latch 6 at 
tached to the right hand busk a. The stud 
g is provided with a notch g’ which is en 
gaged by the latch 6 to prevent it from be 
coming accidentally unfastened. 
In order to fasten the corset, the exposed 

end e at the lower edge of the corset is first 
passed through the lower slot f, into the 
socket b at the lower end of the right hand 
busk, the upper ends of the busks are then 
brought together and the left hand one bent 
or buckled sufficiently to enable its upper 
end to be introduced through the corre 
sponding upper slot f into the Socket b at 
the upper end of the busk a. The busk d is 
now caused to lie closely upon the fellow 
buska and the latch c is turned on its hinge 
so that the stud g passes through the holeh, 
with which the said latch is provided. With 
this arrangement the tension of the corset 
causes the notch in the stud g to engage the 
latch 6 so that it cannot be accidentally un 
done. It will also be observed that the 
wearer's overgarments, will prevent the latch 
a from being disengaged from the studg. 
According to the modified form of fasten 

ing illustrated by Figs. 4 and 5, the right 
hand buska is provided with four sockets b, 
one at each end and another at a short dis 
tance from each end. In this case the left 
hand busk is composed of a long steel d and 
a short steel d or equivalent part, which are 
riveted or otherwise secured to each other 
at or near the center. These steels d d are 
fitted to the corset in such a manner that the 
extremities of both the Said steels did ex 
tend through slots similar to those indicated 
by the letter fin Fig. 2. The buska is pro 
vided with a hinged latch 6 which is adapted 

The left 
hand busk d is also provided with a studg 

1,023,374 

to engage a stud g secured to the steels did 
as in the construction first described. 
I wish it to be understood that I may vary 

my improved fastening devices, by applying 
to any of the busks or equivalent parts here 
in before described one or more hinged 
latches of the kind shown in the drawing 
and by providing the other busk or its 
equivalent with suitable coöperating parts. 
I claim : 
1. A corset fastening device comprising a 

busk fastened to one side of the corset and 
having engaging parts at its ends and a 
latch provided with a hole therein hinged to 
the middle of said busk in combination with 
a busk fastened to the other side of the cor 
set, such busk having free ends to coöperate 
with the engaging parts of the other busk, a 
stud at its middle to enter the hole in the 
hinged latch when folded into engagement 
therewith and a notch in said stud entered 
by said latch when tension is put upon the 
corset substantially as and for the purpose 
set forth. 

2. A corset fastening device comprising a 
busk fastened to one side of the corset and 
having a hinged latch at its middle and car 
rying a socket at each end and at points be: 
tween said terminal sockets and said hinged 
latch, in combination with a busk fastened 
to the other side of the corset and provided 
with a steel secured fixedly thereto, said 
busk and steel having a stud at their middle, 
the ends of the last mentioned busk entering 
the terminal sockets of the other busk, the 
ends of the steel entering the aforesaid in 
termediate sockets, and the aforesaid stud 
engaging the latch hinged to the first men 
tioned busk when folded over the other to 
hold the device securely against accidental 
opening, substantially as set forth. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

ROBERT MAXIMILLIAN HAHN, 
Witnesses: 

ALBERT E. BARNELD, 
EDGAR A. SoDDIN. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.' 
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