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(57) Abstract: The present invention has: a communication unit connected to an optical ring network, the communication
unit communicating using time-multiplexing of an optical signal, and receiving, from a parent communication device, a
control signal for controlling the transmission timing of the optical signal; and a determination unit that determines that
the parent communication device is not operating normally when the control signal is not received within a preset period,
and causes the host device to operate as a new parent communication device. Thereby, even when the parent device cannot
operate normally, a child device operates as a parent device, and running of a system can be maintained.
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