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IMPROVEMENTIA. GARIPS, 
du 

3be stehttle referely to it ftese ëetters ëatent amly making part of the same. 

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM SAILEn, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented an Improved Joist 

Clamp; and I do hereby declaro the following to be a full, clear, and exact description of the same. 
My invention relates to an improvement in what are commonly known as joist-clamps; and the improve 

aent consists in making the clamp self-fastening, by providing it at its opposite ends with lugs or projections, 
i having sharp or serrated edges, which, when the clamp is turned laterally by pressure at one end, will bite into 
the opposite sides of the joist, and firmly hold the clamp until the pressure upon it is removed. 

In order to enable others skilled in the art to make and use my invention, I will now proceed to describe its 
construction and operation, reference being had to the accompanying drawing, Viei, forms a part of this speci 
fication, and in which- N 

Figure 1 is an inverted plan view of my improved clamp applied to a joist or beam. 
Figuro 2 a side view of the same, and 
Figure 3 a perspective view, showing the object and operation of the invention. 
The 6peration of fitting flooring-boards together is one of considerable labor, as they have to be forced 

laterally until perfect and close-fittingjoints are obtained. - - 
The ordinary dëvices used in this operation are objectionable, on account of the complicated and expensive 

fastening and operating-devices connected there with. ' . 
By the use of my improvements, which I will now describe, these objections are overcome. 
On reference to the drawing- - “. 
A represents the metal clamp, and X the joist, to which it is applied. . 
The body or centre portion, a, of the clamp is plain and first, and rests upon the upper edge of the joist, 

and at each end of the clamp, and projecting downward on each eide of the joist, is a lug or lip, b, which has 
sharp, serrated edges, e, and inclined faces, d, at right; angies to the body a of the clatinp. 

The clamp has also a8 each end enlargoments or heads, f f, which projeet somewhat above the portion a, 
and the roughened faces g of which point in opposite direcsions. 

It will be readily seen that, when the clamp is placed upon the joist, as seenin figs, 1 and 8, any.pressure 
upon either of its heads, j, in tho direction of the arrows, will have a tendency to turn the clamp upon the joist 
until its serrated edges, c, bite into the latter and effentually hold the clamp, and the greater the pressure, the 
firmer will this hold become. W K 

' When tho clamp is in its position, a simple wedge, gj, driven between the lug f and the plank, will force 
the latter to its place. - - . - 

The instant the wedge is removed, the clau)p may be detachad by striking 3 blow on the rear side of the 
projection b. 

I claim as my invention, and desire to secure by Lotters Patent- - - 
A clamp, consisting of a bar, a, upon which are projections, 5 d, serrated at their edges, and lugs ff, the 

i said clamp being adapted for use in connection with a wedge, g, substantially as described. 
The clamp A, consisting of a bar, a, upon which are lugs, fj, and projections, d b, 80rrated at their inner 

edges, the said lugs and projections being arrangel es and for the purpose described. i 
. In testimony whereof, I have signed my name to this specification in the presence of tyg.subscribing witnesscs. 

- WILLIAM SAILER. “ 
Witnesses:. - 

WM., A. STesi, 
C. B. PRICE. 


