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To all whom it may concern

Be it known that I, Prrer J. Facor, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Benson, in the county of Woodford and
State of Illinois, have invented new and use-
ful Improvements in Removable Tongues,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to vehicle tongues
or draft attachments which may be used on
any well known portable structures and it
has for its object the provision of a socket
member carried by the tongue hounds and
adapted to receive the tongue in such man-
ner that the latter may be quickly and con-
veniently removed from the vehicle so that
the latter may be stored in a comparatively
small space. ‘

A still further object of the invention is’

the provision of means for holding the
tongue against casual derangement from
the socket member when the vehicle is 1n use.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists of certain novel features
of construction, combinaticn and arrange-
ment of parts, as will be hereinafter de-
seribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings —Figure
1 is a plan view of the tongue hounds of a
vehicle, showing the application of the
tongue thereto; Fig. 2 1s a section on line
99 of Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is a perspective view
of the wedge receiving plate of the tongue;
and Tig. 4 is a section on line 4—4 of Fig. 1.

The front hounds 1 herein shown include
a metallic socket 2, which is tapered or rela-
tively restricted toward its rear closed end
3, said socket being preferably of rectangu-
lar configuration, as shown in TFig. 4. The
tongue 4 is provided with an inner end of
a configuration conforming substantially
with that of the socket 2, whereby the walls
of the latter may be brought into frictional
contact with the walls of the former, so as
to hold the tongue in a relatively tight con-
dition.

To the rear end of the tongue is secured
by means of fastening screws 3, a plate 6,
on which is formed an integral, tapered lug
7 having a vertical rectangular slot 8 there-
in. This lug is adapted to be projected
through an opening 9 in the head or closed
end 3 of the socket 2. The slot 9 conforms
in configuration with the lugs 7, and ag illus-
trated said slot is of a restricted diameter
rearwardly whereby when the tongue is

[ moved in a longitudinal direction in the
socket the flat surface of the lug will be
brought into proper contact with the ad-
jacent surface of walls of the opening 9.
A wedge key 10 is driven into the slot 8 of
the tongue plate and is adapted to be fric-
tionally engaged with the rear wall of the
oot 8 and the adjacent surface of the head
or end 3 of the socket, so that the tongue
may be moved into an operative locked posi-
tion in the socket when the key is driven in
o downward direction. A set screw 11 is
adjustable in the rear end of the lug 7 and
is adapted to be projected partly nto the
vortical slot 8 where it will effectually en-
gage against the wedge key 10 to hold the
Tatfer against casual displacement.

The construction of the device as de-
scribed is such that the set screw 11 may
be adjusted so as to disengage from the
wedge key to permit the latter to be driven
in an upward direction and entirely disen-
gaged from the lug 7, so as to permit the
tongue 4 to be withdrawn from its socket.
Tn this manner it will be apparent that the
vehicle when disconnected from its tongue
may be stored in a comparatively small
space.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, the construction and operation of the
invention will be readily understood without
requiring a more extended explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion
and the minor details of construction may
be resorted to without departing from the
principle or sacrificing any of the advan-
tages of this invention, as claimed.

I claim 1s:—

The combination with the tongue hounds
of a vehicle including an integral tongue
receiving socket of rectangular configura-
tion in transverse section and of a restricted
diameter toward its inner end and a_head
closing the inner end of the socket and pro-
vided with a centrally-located relatively re-
stricted rectangular passage disposed axi-
ally of the socket, of a tongue having a por-
tion corresponding substantially with the
interior formation of the socket and slid-
ably fitted therein, a member of U-form
secured to the extreme inner end of the
tongue and provided with surfaces lying
Aush therewith and contacting with adjacent

Having thus described my invention, what
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walls of the socket, said member having an
Integral lug extending through the passage
in the hiead of the socket and lying there-
beyond and provided with a vertical wedge
passage, a wedge key slidable in the passage
of the lug and against the adjacent end of
the socket and operable when moved in one
direction to draw the tongue into operative
engagement in the socket, and means on the

lug for engaging the key to hold the same 10
against sliding movements.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses,

PETER J. FAGOT.

‘Witnesses:
~  Erngsr J. HeNpersow,
E. A. Kive.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the * Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. ¢.”




