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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ARNOLD A. MELLEN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Can-
ton,in the county of Stark and State of Ohio,

5 have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Building-Blocks; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
erence being had to the annexed drawings,

10 making a part of this specification, and to
the letters of reference marked thereon, in
which—
Figure 1 is a view showing a number of
blocks placed in awall. Fig. 2 is a detached
15 view of one of the building-blocks, showing
its top or bottom face. TFig. 3 is a transverse
section showing two blocks placed on top of
each other. Fig.4 is avertical section show-
ing the endsof two blocks united together.

The presentinvention has relation to build-
ing-blocks designed and calculated tobe used
inthe foundationsof buildingsandlike struet-
ures; and it consists in the novel construc-
tion hereinafter described, and par ticularly
25 pointed out in the claim.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings.

Intheaccompanyingdrawings, A represents

30 a building-block, which may be of any desired
length and thickness, reference being had to
the size of the building-block designed to be
formed. The blocks A are formed of clay
while in a plastic state and are afterward

35 burned in a kiln in the ordinary manner.
Upon the top and bottom faces of the blocks
A are formed the ribs ¢, which ribs are located
substantiallyasshown in thedrawings, and, as
shown in Fig. 3, said ribs hold or support the

40 center portions of the building-blocks A a

20

short distance apart,thereby forming a chan--

nel or place for mortar. For the purpose of

providing a meansfor uniting the ends of the
blocks A together by means of mortar or cem-
45 ent the ends are provided with the V-shaped
grooves b, which grooves form dovetailed re-
cesses when the ends of the building-blocks
A are faced together.

In use the dovetailed
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recesses are filled with mortar or cement,
which mortar or cement after it is properly
hardened unites the ends of the building-
blocks A together, thereby securely holdmv
the blocks in proper alignment. By p1ov1d-
ing the ribs a the meeting faces of the build-
ing-blocks A are held a short distance apart,
which provides a mortar-space of sufficient
size to receive and hold a quantity of mortar
or cement to prevent any displacement of the
building-blocks A after the mortar or cement
has become properly hardened. It will be
understood that the ribs a are to be formed
upon the building-blocks A by providing suit-
able dies and spinning the ribs at the same
time the blocks are formed.

The partition ¢ may be located substantially
as shown, and, if desired, ribs may be formed
upon the top or bottom faces of the block
proper, just opposite the partition, thereby
forming a division in the mortar or cement
channel. Inthedrawings butone partitionc¢
is shown; but it will be understood that any
desired number may be formed and ribs
located opposite the partition. For the pur-
pose of making a building-block that will be
light and at the same time of sufficient size
the blocks are formed hollow. For the pur-
pose of extending the V-shaped grooves b en-
tirely acrossthe endsof the blockssaid grooves
are formed in the ends of the ribs a.

Having fully described my invention, what 8o
Tclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

As an article of manufacture, a hollow
building-block provided upon its top and bot-
tom outside faces with parallel ribs ¢ and ver- 83
tical V-shaped grooves formed in the end of

said blocks and nbs, as and for the pur pose
deseribed and shown.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the pres- go
ence of two witnesses.

ARNOLD A. MELLEN.
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Witnesses:
LAURA SHAEFFER,
F. W. Bonp.




