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(54) Ionomer-insulated electrical connectors

(57) An electrical crimp connector comprises a me-
tallic crimp barrel adapted to receive the bared end por-
tion of an electrical conductor and a heat-shrinkable pol-
ymeric sleeve in which the crimp barrel is received. The
insulating sleeve is comprised of an ionic polymer de-
rived from the polymerization of an α-olefin and an eth-
ylenically unsaturated carboxylic acid , a proportion of

whose acid groups have been reacted to create ionic
carboxylates of metal ions. The ionic polymer sleeve
has high impact toughness, high abrasion and chemical
resistance, high resistance to splitting by crimping tools,
high degrees of flexibility and transparency, and a rela-
tively low heat shrink temperature, making it more suit-
able for use in such connectors than sleeves comprised
of other materials such as polyamides or polyolefins.
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